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EADERS. of the TIMES have learned to consult 

its advertising columns as they would a trusted 

‘friend. It is the intention of the publishers of THE 

SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES to keep. the columns of the 

paper free from advertising that will in any way be 

disappointing to its readers, thus offering an excep- 
tionally reliable source of information. 




















“Unto You is Born a Saviour” 
By Annie Johnson Flint 


6c NTO ‘you is born this day a Saviour”’ 
Which is Jesus Christ the wondrous Lord; 
Not a “‘teacher,’’ not a * good example,”’ 
B .t the Son of God, the Living Word. 


N> “ philosopher, ” his fancies weaving, 
Warp of dteams and woof of visions vast, 

Not a ‘prophet, ’’ peering down the future, 
Not a.** scholar,” delving in the past. 


«“ Unto you is born this day @ Saviour”; 
Shine, O Star! and shout, O angel voice ! 
Unto you this precious gift is given; 
Sing, O earth! and all ye heavens, rejoice! 
/ 


Long the world has waited such a Saviour, 
Sunk in-sin and torn by fear and doubt; 

Long in darkness groped for truth and wisdom; 
Glory, glory, now the light shines out! 


* Unto you is born this day a Saviour, ” 

Ear:h’s one hope, the Life, the Truth, the Way; 
Mizhty God and glorious Redeemer, 

Jesus Christ the Lord is born today. 


Why the Virgin Birth? 

A merely human birth could not give a lost world 
its Saviour. Not only does the Word of God declare 
plainly that Christ in his incarnation had no human 
father, but the more one studies the subject the more 
clearly do the reasons appear and multiply which re- 
quire the ‘virgin birth. Unbelieving rationalists say 
that the “modern” mind cannot accept a biological 
miracle of this sort. True rationalists see that there 
could be no God-Man Saviour except by just such a 
biological miracle. The “Christian Lawyer,” in a 
personal letter to the Editor, reasons characteristically 
as follows: “It seems to me that the necessity for 
the virgin birth is proved both by the invariable ef- 
fect abandonment of this truth has on the faith of 
every one so abandoning it, and on abstract grounds, 
too, as we think what a hazy, unsatisfactory situation 
would be presented to us if Jesus were wholly man, 
with a wholly human origin, who later on in some way 








lost his human personality or had it absorbed in deity. 
It appears that God never destroys or annihilates a 
human soul or personality, so what would become of 
the person who was the human Jesus, son of Joseph, 
when God took possession of his body, mind, and 
Spirit? If his human personality were not entirely 
absorbed or dispossessed we should have, not ‘very 
God of very God, but merely a man filled with the 
Spirit, which would obliterate the clear-cut line be- 
tween sanctified Christians and the Christ whom they 
worship as their Creator and God. The only clear- 
cut way we could have the divine Christ whom we do 
have, it seems to me, is the way revealed, by which 
God is beholden to mankind merely for the flesh in 
which he clothed and manifested himself, the Per- 
sonality clothed in this flesh being not born of the 
will of man, but coming straight and directly from 
the condition of being God who is a Spirit to God 
manifested in the flesh.” There is a special blessing 
for all, at the Christmas season, in a renewed study 
of this wonderful and sacred subject, and the article 
on another page of this Christmas Number of the 
Times, “The Credibility of the Virgin Birth,” sets 
forth four. ways in which the miracle of the method 
of the Incarnation sheds light on other truths about 
our Lord. 


—<— 
Christ Better Than Manna 


Christ could do more than Moses. He was, in- 
deed, likened unto Moses; by inspiration Moses pre- 
dicted to Israel that God would raise up “a Prophet 
from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto-mie; 
unto him ye shall hearken” (Deut. 18:15).. But not 
until that Prophet, Christ the Messiah, comes again 
will Israel hearken unto him. When he came the 
first time they challenged him to work any such sign 
as Moses had worked, and reminded him of the 
“bread from heaven to eat” that had come in Moses’ 
day. Our Lord’s reply was unexpected: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, Moses gave you not that bread 
from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true 
bread from heaven. For the bread of God is he 
which cometh down from heaven, and giveth life unto 
the world.” The Unknown Christian writes 


in a 
personal letter: “You have of course noticed the 
difference between Christ and the manna. Manna 


could only sustain life. Christ —the Bread of life — 
gives life and then sustains it.’ Yes, Christ is 
greater than Moses and Christ is greater than 


manna. Manna was not “that bread from heaven” 
but only a natural type of the supernatural reality. 
“The true bread from heaven” is that which God gave 
when he gave his only begotten Son, who alone can 
give life to the dead. 

a 


The Call to Watch Night 


Are we approaching the Midnight Hour of our 
Lord’s return? The Advent Witness of London calls 
attent‘on to the fact that. we have just observed the 
eleventh anniversary of the Armistice that ended the 
World War, that Armistice having been signed on 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month; and it was then eleven months to a day since 
the day when General Allenby took Jerusalem. It 
is suggested that this eleventh anniversary of that 
significant Armistice date seems to be bringing us 
right to the Midnight Hour “when the doors, so long 
opened, will be shut.” And the eleventh Watch Night 
Appeal has just been issued by the Great Commission 
Prayer League. THe Sunpay ScHoot Times be- 
lieves, with the League and wifh many others of 
God’s people throughout the world, that there is now 
a more urgent call than ever before to watch in 
prayer with the Lord as the sands of this year slip 
out and a new year is born. May Christians every 
where heed this Watch Night Call to Prayer in the 
Family Worship Department, page 724. The darkness 
is darker than ever before; the light is brighter. 
“As we consider the activity of Bolshevism in Russia, 
the increasing strength of Roman Catholicism in 
Europe, the bitter conflict between Jews and Arabs in 
Palestine, the menace of civil war and mutiny in 
China, the spread of Hinduism in India, the hold of 
Buddhism on Japan, the power of Mohammedanism 
in Africa, the growth of Modernism in America, and 
the prevalence of Atheism throughout Christendom, 
the human outlook is not at all encouraging. But the 
eye of faith looks through the divine telescope of God’s 
promises and sees a brighter day coming. The man 
of faith also realizes that ‘the end of all things is at 
hand’ and that we must be ‘sober and watch unto 
prayer’ (1 Pet. 4:7).” In counter-attack against the 
darkness, revivals are breaking out in many places 
throughout the world. The Lord is at hand. This 
may be the last opportunity for an end-of-the-year 
Watch Night Meeting before His return. “And at 
midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bride- 
groom cometh; go ye out to meet him.” 


Christmas and Calvary 


person and work of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 

Christ. His pre-existence and occasional ap- 
pearances to men in the Old Testament, his birth and 
life, his works and words, his death and resurrection, 
his present intercessory work at the throne of grace, 
his glorious return and the judgment, that has been 
committed into his hands, these are the subjects that 
pre-eminently occupy the place of central importance 
throughout the pages of the Word of God. Of all 
these great aspects of the eternal Son of God, and 
his marvelous redemptive work, it is on his death 
that the greatest and most frequent emphasis is so 
manifestly placed. Even as far back as the third 
chapter of Genesis, where he is foreshadowed in a 
number of different ways, it is remarkable how all 
of them are made to point directly to his death; for 
example, the bruising of his heel by Satan, the cover- 
ing for sin— by the death of an animal, and the sword 
of justice- at the gate to the garden of Eden—a 


"Tes great theme of all the Scriptures is the 


sword that ultimately pierced the side of our Lord, 


If we turn to the other end of the same Word, to ‘its 
last chapter, we find Christ seated upon the throne 
as the Lamb, which by -its death has made propitia- 
tion for the sin of the world. This primary place 
assigned to the death of Christ can even be discov- 
ered in places where, naturally, one would never look 
for it. Especially is this true as we look into the 
record of his birth at Bethlehem. Calvary casts its 





shadow back to the foundations of the world, and 
as it passes over the city of David’s birth, during the 
days of Tiberius. Cesar, it reveals the end for which 
Christ was born —that he might die for our sins. 
Birth Itself Means Ultimate Death—Except for 
the very, very few whom the Lord has chosen te 
translate (as Enoch and Elijah), and up to the time 
when Christ shall come to take the Church unto him- 
self, an entrance into this world by birth has always 
been followed, sooner or later, by an exit through 
death. It is perfectly possible for one from Heaven 
to come down to the earth, as the angels often have 
done, and as Christ no doubt did in the Old Testa- 
ment as the Argel of the Lord, accomplish some 
specific work on earth, and return to Heaven again, 
without dying. But when God, in Christ, chose te 
be born, he thereby chose the way of ultimate death. 
How different it is with men. We must be born 
if we are to live: Jesus Christ was born of a woman 
that he might die. We never live until we are born; 
he has always lived, eternal, from the beginning. He 
was born, of course, that the glory of God might 
be revealed in him, that in him men might behold the 
Father; but he was born into the world, under the 
law, that he might taste death for every man. The 
apostle Paul himself would seem to indicate that, 
once taking the form of a man, death was inevitable. 
‘He “emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, 
being made in the likeness of men; and being found 
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in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becoming 
obedient even unto death, yea the death of the cross” 
(Phil. 2:7, 8). 

Christ’s Mission on Earth Necessitated His Death. 
—When the angel appeared to Joseph, announcing the 
birth to Mary of a son, he commanded Joseph to 
“call his name Jesus; for it is he that shall save his 
people from their sins” (Matt. 1:21). To the shep- 
herds on the plains of Bethlehem, the angelic host 
announced the birth of “a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord” (Luke 2:11). The problem of sin, and 
especially salvation from its penalty and its power, 
involves death, always, inevitably, necessarily. There 
is“no remission of sins without the shedding of blood. 
Death is the penalty of sin everywhere, throughout 
all the ages. If it was only to reveal the glory of 
God that Christ came, or to instruct men in divine 
truth, or even as the Judge of men’s sins, death would 
not at all be necessary. But if Christ came as a 
Saviour from sin, then must he give his life a ran- 
som for many. His mission on earth involved his 
death. As James Denney has said, “Christ’s death is 
not an incident of his life,-it is the aim of it. The 
laying down of his life is not an accident in his 
career, it is his vocation; it is that in which the divine 
purpose of his life is revealed.” 

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews has made 
this clear in his great passage on the incarnation. 
“But we behold him who hath been made a little 
lower than the angels, even Jesus, because of the 
suffering of death crowned with glory and honor, 
that by the grace of God he should taste death for 
every man” (Heb. 2:9). Whatever difficulties the 
grammatical structure of this verse presents, all com- 
mentators agree that the phrase “that ... he should 
taste death” refers back to “made a little lower than the 
angels,” at least, though probably to other clauses 
in the verse as well. As one has stated it, “He was 
made lower than the angels in order to die for all.” 

In the fourteenth verse of the same chapter, the 
relation of his incarnation to his death is again stated. 
“Since then the children are sharers in flesh and 
blood, he also himself in like manner partook of the 
same; that through death he might bring to nought 
him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.” 
He who was God became incarnate in human flesh, 
was born among men, that, being able to die, he 
might destroy the evil one. Professor Smeaton has 
aptly remarked that this verse takes us back to the 
very first promise of a Redeemer, in Genesis 3: 15. 
“The first promise represents the Lord as bruising 
the serpent; the text before us represents Christ as 
destroying Satan, or bringing him to nought. The 
one phrase is thus a paraphrase of the other, substi- 
tuting the language of fulfillment for that of predic- 
tion.” 

The Sign That Was to be Spoken Against—When 
the parents of Jesus brought the babe to Jerusalem, 
and presented him to the Lord, Simeon, who had come 
into the Temple “in the Spirit,” took the child into 
his arms, and, blessing God, uttered the prayer that 
has since been known as the Nunc Dimittis. Then, 
turning to the parents themselves, blessing them, he 
said to Mary that the child would be “for a sign 
which is spoken against” (Luke 2:34). The verb 
here translated “spoken against” means, in the pas- 
sive, as Thayer has said, “I am disputed, assent or 
compliance is refused me.” It is from the same root 
as the word found in Hebrews 12: 3, where Christ is 
spoken of as one “that hath endured such gainsaying 
of sinners.” “The fulfillment of this prediction,” says 
the great German commentator, H. A. W. Meyer, 
“attained its culmination in the crucifixion.” 

The Sword That Was to Pierce the Heart of Mary. 
—Simeon’s next sentence, spoken to Mary, pointed 
even: more-definitely to the cross. “Yea and a sword 
shall pierce through thine own soul” (Luke .z: 35). 
With the remark of Schaff practically all commenta- 
tors would agree, namely, that this prediction “must 
be referred to her sympathizing motherly anguish 
at beholding the opposition of the world to her Son, 
and especially his passion and crucifixion.” In the 
so-called Gospel of Nicodemus, written probably in 
the fifth century of our era, Mary is made to say, as 
she looks upon the crucified body of Christ, “This 
is that, my son, which Symeon the elder foretold 
to me when I brought thee, an infant of forty days 
old, into the temple. This is the sword which now 
goes through my s ful.” 

The Antagonism of the Ruling King to the New 
Born King of Kings—As the wise men were depart- 
ing from the holy manger in Bethlehem, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph, warning him of the 
intentions of Herod against the babe. “Arise, and 
take the young child and his mother, and flee into 
Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for 
Herod will seek the young child to destroy him” 

(Matt. 2:13, cf. v. 20). ‘Here is the beginning of 
that age-long antagonism of human government and 
earthly power against the King of kings himself, 
foreseen centuries before by the Psalmist: “The 
kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take 
counsel together, against the Lord, and against his 
anointed” (Psa. 2:2). This: fierce opposition of 
satanic beings, and of men filled with the spirit of 
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Satan, will not terminate until the final destruction 
of Christ’s great archenemy, the Antichrist. It is 
quite startling, is it not, however, to find this appear- 
ing while the King is yet a babe? It has never since 
ceased. We may bless God that some day it will be 
stamped out forever. What this Herod could not do, 
a_later° Herod aided in accomplishing. It may be of 
interest to note at this point the continued antagon- 
ism of all the Herods of the New Testament to Christ 
and his followers. 

The Herod that was king at the time of our Lord’s 
advent is called Herod I, or Herod the Great, made 
kitig of Judea in 40 B. C. His death occurred shortly 
after bis edict for slaying the children of Bethlehem, 
4 B. C. The second one of this name, known as 
Herod Antipas, was husband of Herodias, and the 
son of Herod the Great. It was he who had John 
the Baptist put to death (Matt. 14: 1-14). It was 
this Herod, of course, who, hearing of the miracles 
of Christ, and fearing that it was perhaps the Baptist 
r .n from the dead, desired to see Jesus (Luke 9: 
7-9). Edersheim, along with others, discovers in this 
event not only a spirit of curiosity on the part of the 
tetrarch, but that ‘Herod actually sought “to get him 
into his power.” It was to him that Pilate sent Jesus 
on the day of his trial and crucifixion (Luke 23: 6- 
12). He was banished in A. D. 40. The third one of 
this name, Herod Agrippa I, grandson of Herod the 
Great, was the one who killed James, the brother 
of John, and caused the arrest of Peter, “because he 
saw it pleased the Jews” (Acts 12:1ff). He died 
in A. D. 44. The last of this wicked and infamously 
cruel line of rulers, in the New Testament records, 
was Herod Agrippa II, son of the former, and the 
Agrippa before whom Paul the Apostle was tried 
(Acts 25, 26). His death is placed at A. D. 100. 

James Denney once wrote of the life of Christ on 
earth that “the shadow of the world’s sin lay on it 
from the first.’ The eternal purposes of God in 
redeeming men, and the awful hatred and rebellion 
of the hearts of men as they beheld the holy Son of 
God, involved ultimately the death of our Lord. 
Heaven’s highest created creatures, the angels, an- 
nounced the redeeming purpose of the incarnation, 
involving ‘Christ’s death; earth’s most exalted beings, 
kings and rulers, united in showing their antagonism 
to his divine rule, even at his birth, an antagonism 
which, if left to itself, must reach its climax in the 
death of the one hated. Years ago Ruskin emphasized 
anew the law of architecture that there is no beauty 
in a building upon which light is cast except when 
that light is broken and enhanced with shadows. 
There is no event in all the history of the world with 
such power for creating joy as the Advent of our 
Lord. But that joy is made the greater, it is deep- 
ened, and really made permanent, as it is seen to rest 
upon the profound, eternal redemptive purposes of 
God, accomplished through the death of his only- 
begotten Son. The greatest possible joy of the human 
heart is the joy of salvation, but to make such a sal- 
vation possible Christ became a man, a man of sor- 
rows and acquainted with grief, who came into the 
world to save sinners. Christmas would not be Christ- 
mas unless there were a Calvary. 

Bethlehem points to Calvary, but Calvary leads 
straight to an empty tomb, to an ascended Lord, 
and, ultimately, to a new heaven and a new earth, 
and to eternal fellowship with God in the glory of 
resurrection lite and power. The shadow reaches 
backward to Bethlehem: the morning of the resur- 
rection is the dawning of a new day, which ever grows 
brighter and brighter to them who have been deliv- 
ered from the power of darkness into the kingdom of 
his dear Son. 

















A Christmas Story 


About three weeks before Christmas of last year 
readers of a well-known metropolitan newspaper were 
stirred by a news dispatch, published on the front page, 
about a little seven-year-old girl in Kentucky named 
Tillie, who was said to be dying of a broken heart 
after being told by an older child that Santa Claus 
was a inyth. The dispatch continued: “Tillie ran 
screaming to her mother and sobbed out the direful 
message. The mother tried to comfort her small 
daughter, but Tillie became ill. She wept until too 
weak to cry aloud, and then she refused all nourish- 
ment and declined to be comforted when her parents 
and children in the neighborhood came to assure 
her that Santa Claus is just as real as are the sun 
and moon and the stars. . . . But Tillie has grown 
steadily weaker, and she stares at the ceiling of her 
little room and her heart is breaking. Her Sunday- 
school teacher and her class of pupils hurried to see 
Tillie and they sang of Christmas and of Santa Claus. 
The teacher told of the Christ Child whose name 
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gives the season its title, and they promised Tillie 
that the Christmas King will come to her because he 
does exist, and is even now on his way from the North 
Pole with his reindeer, so.he will reach Kentucky in 
time to bring her presents. 

“Tillie continues to grow weaker, and sob in the 
sorrow that is tearing her devoted little heart. She 
was almost in a state of coma when this dispatch was 
written. Neighbors, grown-ups, and children are 
calling daily with the pledge that there is a real 
Santa Claus, and the only hope now is that she can 
be kept alive until Christmas morning, when she 
will see Santa Claus if the illness goes away. Mes- 
sages have been coming fism a wide territory asking 
of her condition and assuring her Santa Claus is real.” 

The Editor of THE SunpAy ScHoot Times, doubt- 
less with multitudes of others, watched the newspapers 
for some further report on this tragic experience, but 
saw nothing. 

A few weeks later the Editor wrote to the parents 
of the child, using the name and address given in the 
newspaper dispatch, and asked for. information. No 
reply came, and the letter was returned unclaimed, 
with the notation that the parties were unknown. 

Through the editorial office of the newspaper the 
address of the news correspondent whose name was 
signed to the dispatch was ascertained, after a letter 
sent to him at the alleged town of Tillie had been 
returned undelivered, and he was asked for information 
as to the outcome of the case and whether the child 
had recovered. Then came this interesting letter: 


This proved to be a fake sent to my paper, The 
, by the correspondent at Kentucky, 
who had been imposed upon. As Managing Editor 
of The I aided in conducting an inquiry to 
find and punish the perpetrator, but in vain. I was 
and am sorry to have been imposed upon. 











All who remember the account as first published will 
be glad to know that it was fiction, not fact. But it 
may do good in reminding parents and teachers of 
the danger and harm in telling children falsehoods, 
even such a delightful falsehood as the myth of Santa 
Claus. THe Sunpay ScHoot Times has for many 
years taken the position that children do not need to 
be deceived in order to enjoy the innocent tradition 
of Santa Claus. Children have lively -imaginations, 
and are quick to catch the spirit of “make believe.” 
They can be told about Santa Claus, and the reindeer, 
and all the rest of it, in such a way that they will 
know that it is a “fairy story”; and they will enjoy it 
none the less, while at the same time—they will be 
saved from the cruel disclosure that is bound to come 
later if they have actually been. deceived. Outright 
deception even in the matter of Santa Claus shakes 
their confidence sadly in their parents and elders, 
and paves the way for skepticism or unbelief in such 
vital matters as the true story of the Babe of Beth- 
lehem, the Saviour of the world. 


ve 
How We Discovered the Times 





Brought Back to God 


CAN’T remember how your valuable paper came 

into my possession first, I think it was a Sunday- 
school teacher who loaned me a paper or gave it to 
my son to take home. I read an article in the Open 
Letter column; some one was asking if it were pos- 
sible to be forgiven, some backslidden one, and the 
answer given encouraged me to come to God once 
more. That was about seven years ago, and today His 
love is sweeter than ever before, and if he could es- 
tablish my goings no case is too hopeless for my 
Put your case in his hands, no matter what it may be; 
trust him and he will bring it to pass. A constant 
reader and user of the Times. God bless you.— 
Province of Quebec. 


My Most Personal Questions Answered 


| HAVE read the Times occasionally for about a 
year, but about two weeks ago I picked up a copy 
and read it through. It seemed wonderful and re- 
markable to me. There were answers to some of my 
most personal questions and difficulties. It seemed to 
be so unusual that on impulse I folded it up and mailed 
it to a brother who is an atheist. It was not well 
received, and in return I am getting the 
Weekly. But, though apparently it was futile to send 
it as I did, still it helped me really to discover the 
paper. And I sincerely thank God for it. I don’t 
read it “occasionally”? now—I READ it! It would 
take a long time to tell of the good I get from it for 
my work as superintendent of a small Sunday-school, 
as teacher of a class, and as day school teacher — to 
say nothing of the delicious, nourishing, spiritual food. 

May I also say that after reading the - 
Weekly I pick up the Trmes with a happy sigh of 
relief, and proceed to get the bad taste out of my 
mouth, and the feeling of uncleanliness banished. And 
whenever I finish reading an article or a whole copy, 
I feel like singing lustily, or praying more sincerely 
and happily than before—A Michigan reader. 
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Your Family Paper for the Year Ahead 














Religious Doubts and Denials 


are on every side. Many Christian people, bewil- 
dered, do not know what to believe. THe Sunpay 
SCHOOL Trmes believes the Bible. It accepts the 
Bible’s own claim to be the infallible Word of God, 
and it sets forth the plain teachings of the Bible 
as safe and final. Says a reader: “THe SUNDAY 
ScHoo.t Times is like an oasis in. the desert; I know 
that thousands are being strengthened by its strong, 
evangelical message.” 


The Rich Uniform Lessons 


Sunday-schools have an extraordinary opportunity 
just ahead in Bible study. The first six months 
of 1930, in the International Uniform Lessons, cover 
every chapter and verse in the Gospel of Matthew. 
In addition to the twelve choice teachers who open 
up the lessons every week in the Lesson Depart- 
ment of the Times, there will appear also some of 
the finest of the late Dr. Griffith Thomas’ Bible 
studies bearing on these lessons, culled from his 
personal study notes: by Mrs. Thomas. And from 
Ernest. Gordon’s “Layman’s Notebook” will be pub- 
lished other unusual sidelight material on Matthew. 
Rarely has the Times been able to offer its readers 
such valuable material for Sunday-school lesson 
study as in the momentous year just ahead, which 
is the Nineteen -Hundredth Anniversary ‘of the 
Day of Pentecost. 


The Precious Blood of Christ 


When the late beloved W. H. Griffith Thomas 
was a young curate in London, twenty-six years 
old, he preached a sermon on Good Friday in the 
year 1887. It was on “The Precious Blood of 
Christ,” and THe Sunpay Scuoot Times will 
have the privilege of publishing this sermon as part 
of its ministry in 1930. It is an extraordinary study 
of an extraordinary subject: rich, revealing, reward- 
ing. It shows how and why “Christ's blood means 
both his death and his life; what the power of the 
blood is, and what it accomplishes. “Can we now 
wonder at Peter’s calling it the ‘ precious’ blood of 
Christ? Precious it was and is to God the Father, 
through whom it was given; precious to God the 
Son, by whom it was given; precious to sinful 
nian, for whom it was given.” The sermon is a study 
that God’s children will want to clip and keep in 
their Bibles, and read on their knees before God. 


Phonograph Records in Children’s Hearts 


“My sister asked me to bring her a phonograph 
record when I came home,” said a little girl at a 
children’s camp last summer, “and I said, ‘Yes, I'll 
bring you a record’—on my heart—of all I hear 
at camp.’”. It was a Bible study camp. Among 
other things. the. Word of God was cut deep and 
indelibly on that. heart-phonograph-record. The 
thirteen-year-old girl organized a Sunday-school, 
against great difficulties, when she came home from 
the camp, and. now she says, “It’s wonderful how 
God answers prayer.” A boy named Peter, who 
could not speak a word of English three years ago 
when he arrived in Canada from Russia, committed 
to memory 2,500 Bible verses as a result of that 

. children’s camp. It is a thrilling story and all true: 
an amazing movement in Canadian Sunday-school 
work that is doing a new thing throughout the 
Dominion in sowing the Word of God on good 
ground, and saving souls. The story will be told 
in an early issue of the TIMEs. 


Seeing Into the Future 


An earnest club secretary of Times vilinitibits 
writes: “I only wish you could give more light on 
the Holy Land of today in regard to prophecy. I 
don’t take any other paper that will give me that 
knowledge.” The Times will do just this. It en- 
ables you to see into the future, as well as look 
back into the past. For the Bible does this, and 
the Times offers sane, easily understood studies of 
Bible prophecy. A well-known British writer said 
in a recent letter: “THe SuNpAy ScHoot Times 
is so balanced and calm and non-fanatical.” It has 
no fads or theories; it does believe that God. has 
given us the “more sure word of prophecy” as “a 
light that shineth in a dark place, until the day 
dawn,” and‘ that many current events can be under- 


stood only in the light of Scripture prophecy. Miss 
Christabel Pankhurst, whose books on prophecy have 
made such a profound impression in Great Britain 
and America, writes exclusive articles for the T1MEs. 
Thomas M. Chalmers will tell of his experiences in 
Palestine last summer while the Arab riots were 


going on, and will interpret this profoundly sig- 
nificant revolt of Ishmael against Isaac in the light 
of. Scripture. 


The Tombs in Abram’s Homeland 


Do you know what was found, recently, in the royal 
tombs of Ur of the Chaldees, Abraham’s native 
land? Did you know that archeology has opened a 
window that looks upon a landscape of time as long 
before Abraham as Abraham was before our Lord? 
The Times Archeological Editor, Dr. Melvin Grove 
Kyle, told about these amazing ‘discoveries recently 
in this paper. He keeps you posted, all the year 
around, on the results of latest research in Bible 
lands. And in an early issue he will tell the story 
of the outstanding discoveries of the entire year 
1929, just such a digest as you will want to read 
and keep for reference. 


That Sensational Survey 


Many readers would take THe Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times for one feature alone— Ernest Gordon’s 
Survey of Religious Life and Thought, which chron- 
icles the most striking religious events throughout 
the world. Mr. Gordon is a Harvard graduate who 
has never graduated from the old faith; he reads 
many European languages, keeps in constant touch 
with the religious periodicals and books of the world, 
and travels abroad frequently. He gives you a 
kaleidoscopic, fascinating, profoundly valuable and 
immensely important Survey of the big, unusual, 
and otherwise inaccessible news events. No other 
paper, religious or secular, can offer you this. 


Successful Methods in Church and School 


Not by theorizing about it, but by publishing articles 
in almost every issue telling how the most success- 
ful churches and Sunday-schools are doing their 
work, the Trmes offers you a continent-wide clinic 
that no pastor or Sunday-school worker who wants 
to succeed can afford to miss. For example, such 
vital problems as “How to Get a Large Attendance,” 
and “How to Hold a Large Attendance,” will be de- 
scribed by experienced Sunday-school workers. in 
such a way that any other school can carry these 
plans out with satisfying results. The soul-winning 
pastor of a large city church has a heart-to-heart 
talk with Sunday-school superintendents on how 
pastor and superintendent can work together in win- 
ning: scholars to Christ. “Defying the. Summer 
Slump” will report how many Sunday- schools over- 
came the let-down of the summer months. ‘ 
Church Work” will show, from the actual experi- 
ence of various churches, how much better and more 
effective it is to follow Scriptural methods of get- 
ting the needed money for church expenses than by 
fairs and bazaars or any other plans of “lowering 
morals by raising money.” 


Light on the Darkness of Atheism 


The atheists are doing a desperately aggressive 
work. Branches of the Four A’s (American As- 
sociation for the Advancement of Atheism) are be- 
ing organized in many directions. High schools 
and. colleges are circularized. A Junior Atheist 
League has been established. An atheist missionary 
has sailed for a foreign. land to carry the message 
that there is no God. Converts are won by radio 
broadcasting. In one year alone 600,000 atheist 
tracts were sent out. Two of these have been pub- 
lished in Arabic and Spanish. ° An Atheist Training 
School has been established for public speaking. 
Tue Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs will publish a series 
of startling and solemnizing articles on this work, 
by a Christian woman who is Secretary of the Cana- 
dian Christian Crusade. She will include an account 
of her “Conversations with Atheists,” for she has 
had remarkable experiences in personal contacts with 
these militant infidels. She finds they are very hu- 
man, and often spiritually hungry. She tells of her 
talks with former Sunday-school teachers now work- 
ing for the Four A’s, shows the deadliness of the 
propaganda, and surprises the reader by the hope- 
fulness of personal work even here. 


Can Humans Live the Christ-Life > 


The Word says they can, and the Tres helps its 
readers to understand and accept the plain and glo- 
rious offers of the Gospel for this present life. 
“How,” writes a Massachusetts woman, “would I 
ever have known about the Victorious Life had it 
not been for this Heaven-sent messenger? Now I 
have dared to believe, and thank Him for what He 
is doing for me.” Full reports of the Keswick and 





‘Financing 


Victorious Life Conferences of Great Britain and 
America are published here. Frequent articles show 
the way of victory pledged to believers in Christ. 
A young pastor, Wilbur M. Smith, whose writings 
are now well known to the Times Family, was com- 
pelled by the sheer necessity of his own spiritual 
need to search out the truth concerning victory over 
sin in this present life. Does the New Testament 
really offer this? he asked himself. When he had 
finished his study the result was overwhelming. His 
testimony will bring unspeakable blessing to Chris-. 
tian people, in an article on “The Assurance of Vic- 
tory in the New Testament.” 


Deciding Which Books Are Safe 


Can you tell, by yourself, which books today are 
safe and which are unsafe? It is a delicate and 
dangerous task, especially in the field of religious 
books. There is undoubtedly more poison in books 
today than ever before. Carr you detect it? The 
TIMES spends more time, strength, and money on 
its book reviews, proportionately, than on almost 
any other part of its work. Consecrated and able 
reviewers tell you the truth about the new books. 
Readers have learned to trust these reviews. “I 
always know I can depend upon them,” writes a 
New York reader, “which can hardly be said of 
other magazines’ book reviews.” 


A Doctor’s Study of the Doctor’s Gospel 


Dr. Howard A. Kelly, known and honored among 
learned men and scientific societies throughout the 
world, has made a special study of Luke from the 
physician’s standpoint. In a paper for the medical 
Proce he has called attention to the fact that 

uke’s viewpoint is “only possible to a trained physi- 
cian, while the diction throughout all his wriiings 
is more replete with medical terms than that of any 
eminent medical man of our own day who discusses 
lay matters.” He will give the result of his studies 
in this Gospel to readers of the TIMEs. 


The ‘‘Unknown Christian’’ on Perfect Prayer 


How would any man dare to write on “Perfect 
Prayer”? -Can even Christians know what perfect 
prayer is? Yes, for the Perfect Man, who is alse 
God, has told us what perfect prayer is. He has 
given us the perfect prayer. There has just begun 
a new series of studies by the now eagerly read and 
much loved “Unknown Christian” of England. Last 
spring he began a new and personal study of the 
matchless prayer the Lord. gave to his disciples. 
Readers of THE SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs are te 
have the blessing of these studies. The series will 
continue for several months. “To meditate upon 
this prayer,” says the Unknown Christian, “is like 
gazing into the cloudless sky after the sun has set. 
We first see a star here, and then a star there, until 
the sky sparkles with countless orbs of light. We 
are gazing into infinity.” 


‘What Do Today’s Earthquakes Mean? 


Ralph C. Norton, the Director of the Belgian Gos- 
pel Mission, is a profound student of current events. 
For years he has been making a deep study of 
earthquakes. From Chase S. Osborn, one of the 
greatest authorities on earthquakes and author of 
the book, “The Earth Upsets,” he has had a letter 
assuring him that his (Mr. Norton’s) studies are 
“fascinating,” and the scientist expresses his agree- 
ment. Mr. Norton’s articles are-momentous. They 
interpret the recent earthquake in Palestine, the 
prophecy of a coming earthquake there in relation 
to the famous Great Rift Valley, and other deeply 
significant facts. 





If you have friends not now getting THE 
Sunpay ScuHoot Times whose-tivés you be- 
lieve would be blessed by such features. as 
these, you can take: advantage of as many 
introductory subscriptions as you wish by the 
Ten Weeks Get Acquainted. offer, at 25 cents 
each. Such subscriptions will include several 
of the new series by the Unknown Christian, 
several in the prophetic series, part of the 
series on atheists, and many other strong arti- 
cles not described here. Annual subscriptions 
at either the single or the club rate (for sub- 
scription rates see page 721) will insure these 
complete series and the many other remark- 
able features already planned for the new year. 
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The Credibility of the Virgin Birth 


Four ways in which this fact sheds light on other truths about our Lord 











By J. E. Harris 














HETHER oF not men can accept the doctrine 

of the virgin birth depends upon whether or 

not they rightly understand and heartily ac- 
cept the Gospel. This becomes evident upon careful 
consideration of the real difficulty at the back of all 
unbelief in this New Testament doctrine. 

Two objections are advanced today against the cred- 
ibility of the Gospel account of our Lord’s birth. It 
is declared that a virgin birth is a scientific impossi- 
bility in the first place, and that it is, in the second 
place, a theological superfluity needlessly encumbering 
Christian doctrine for the modern mind. | ‘ 

The first objection is based upon the uniformity of 
the laws of nature. Here is a break with natural 
law. Such an occurrence as a virgin birth cannot be 
paralleled in human history and runs counter to the 
known laws governing the procreation of the race, 
therefore in a world of law it is an impossibility. _ 

But: if. this argument is held to/rule out the possi- 
bility of our Lord’s virgin birth, it must first be allowed 
that no essential difference exists between him and 
other men. For if we are to appeal to nature’s uni- 
formity, we must be prepared to admit that such 
uniformity applies to his life and nature throughout, 
not merely to his birth. Only if there be an exact 
correspondence between his humanity and ours can 
we urge that there must have been an exact corre- 
spondence between the manner of his birth and ours. 
We may only insist upon uniform cause for uniform 
effect. But the facts of the Gospel narratives stand 
squarely against the assumption that the humanity of 
Christ corresponds in all respects to ours. Most 
marked and most significant of all the differences 
between his life and ours is his sinlessness. But a 
sinless life, as will appear later in this paper, implies 
a sinless nature and brings us face to face with a 
fundamental difference between his humanity and ours, 
before which we must abandon the argument against 
the virgin birth from the uniformity of nature. For 
to rule out the virgin birth on the ground of uniform- 
ity We must go on to rule out the sinless life, an 
extreme to which few who bear the name Christian 
would care to go. 

This then disposes of the biological objection to 
the virgin birth for all who can discern an essen- 
tial difference between the nature of our Lord’s 
humanity and their own, providing they can also be- 
lieve that God’s omnipotence could find a way to 
modify the usual laws of human birth when it pleased 
him to bring into the world the Prototype of a new 
humanity. And there can be no questioning of God’s 
power to do whatever his wisdom deems necessary 
by anyone who believes in a God worthy of the name. 
Certainly to the God protrayed in Holy Scripture 
“the laws of nature are not a chain which the divine 
Legislator has laid upon himself; they are the threads 
which he holds in his hands and which he shortens 
or lengthens at will” (Godet). 


“Another Gospel’’ That Leaves Out the Virgin Birth 


Whoever has followed the argument thus far should 
be able to perceive that the essential difficulty for all 
who disbelieve the doctrine of the virgin birth is not 
biological, but theological. The fact is that there 
are those who will not admit any real difference be- 
tween the humanity of Jesus Christ and the human 
nature of Adam’s race. To believe that God has 
adequate power to provide for such a mode of birth 
in the case of Jesus Christ as Matthew and Luke 
narrate is of no assistance to them in believing the 
Gospel record, simply because with their conception 
of Jesus Christ they can see no adequate motive for 
uniqueness in his birth. To know that God could bring 
it to pass th:t’ Christ be born of a virgin is of no 
help to him who cannot see why God should do such 
a thing. For no thoughtful person can conceive of 
God doing anything trivially or capriciously. It is 
never merely for the sake of the extraordinary that 
he does the extraordinary. For his every dct .there 
must be an adequate motive. Certainly then the man 
whose Christology and soteriology are such that he 
can see no need for a virgin birth must have diffi- 
culty in accepting the doctrine. To him it is the- 
ologically superfluous, an “encumbrance” and a “com- 
plication” in his conception of Christ and the Gospel. 

Here then is the real reason for modern questioning 
of the miraculous birth. “Another gospel” is being 
proclaimed in some quarters in which the New Tes- 
tament teaching concerning the divine Fatherhood is 
distorted to make God the Father of all men without 
regard to the distinction between regenerate and un- 
regenerate. In this misconception of the Gospel, 
Christ is simply the ideal son of God differing from 


At the heart of the warmth and cheer and~kind- 
ness of the Christmas season is the Light of the 
world. A large part of the world does not know 
this, or has forgotten if it ever knew. Much of its 
joy is frail and empty, and it fades before many 
weeks have passed. But the thoughtful Christian 
remembers that Christmas comes round each 
year becaue> “the dayspring from on high hath 
visited us, to give light to them that. sit in dark- 
ness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet 
into the way of peace” (Luke 1: 78, 79). One of 
the God-given signs by which men were to know 
that the Bethlehem Babe was the Christ of God 
was that he would be born of a virgin. All came 
to pass as God had said it would, and the records 
are faithfully given in the Gospels. At this season 
of the year this study of the rea bl of 
those records will be particularly welcome. 











other men only in the degree in which he realized his 
divine sonship. Salvation consists essentially in mak- 
ing him our example. In such a. “gospel” there is 
no real place for regeneration, and. no fundamental 
difference between Jesus and other men. At once then 
the virgin birth becomes superfluous. For if the is 
not essentially different in his humanity from us, why 
should he be ‘different in his origin? A unique birth 


already possessed, and it at once was recognized as 
the missing piece fitting perfectly into and rendering 
complete the Gospel picture of the One they adored. 
And so faith still receives the doctrine of the virgin 
birth as a welcome bit of revelation illuminating the 
knowledge of Christ already possessed, and fitting 
into the facts already gathered. 

Four respects in which this truth lights up or fits 
into, other truths about our Lord and his work may 
be noted. 


1. It accords with the fact of his pre-existence. 
The Twelve had heard him say, presumably long be- 
fore they knew the nature of his birth, “Before Abra- 
ham was, I am.” Not “I was,” but “I am.” . Not 
simply that he existed before Abraham, but that he 
had always been, Mysterious though. it would be to 
them, faith accepted the fact of his divine pre-existence 
in unincarnate form. Such being the case it would 
be evident that his birth would not be, “as all other 
births, a beginning of life, but a transition from the 
mode of life that was his before incarnation to that 
which was his under the limitations of a voluntarily 
assumed humanity. It would therefore be quite cred- 
ible that there should be a difference between his 
birth and that of other men, and the mode of his 
begetting revealed to us certainly commends itself 
as worthy of the divine wisdom that. chose this as the 
best and perhaps the only way of making the transi- 
tion from his heavenly to.his earthly existence and 


becomes wholly unnecessary, cannot be fitted into .of assuring the continuity of the life of the Lord 


such a theology, and disbelief in. it follows inevitably. 
‘Hence our contention is that to stumble at the doc- 
trine of the virgin birth is generally symptomatic of 
a fundamental misconception of the Christian. mes- 
sage. Such as do not heartily accept and rightly un- 
derstand: the Gospel. cannot receive the Gospel account 
of the manner of our Lord’s birth. 


Is It Credible Only to the Credulous? 


On the other hand those who do accept and under- 
stand the Gospel find the virgin birth credible not 
because they are credulous, unthinking, or unscientific, 
but because they find it essential to the complete 
New Testament. portrait. of our Lord. - It accords 
perfectly with. what the believer knows of his. Sav- 
iour. Indeed, to him it is-a needed help to the un- 
derstanding of all the facts about Christ. 

To see this clearly we need to place ourselves in 
the position of the earliest disciples. Before the facts 
concerning the mode of Christ’s birth had been gen- 
erally made known they had,-upon other grounds,. 
become convinced of his deity. His flawless life, his 
boundless power, his peerless teaching, and finally 
the stupendous fact of his resurrection compelled them 
to see in him one who entirely transcended human 
nature as they knew it, yea, one who was as truly 
God as he was man. But had the circumstances of 


his birth remained permanently concealed and if be-— 


lievers had been left to the assumption. of. an ordinary 
mode of begetting, there must, as thought clarified, 
have arisen the insuperable difficulty of accounting for 
such a life on the assumption of ordinary generation. 
Apart from a revelation such as we possess concern- 
ing the unique mode of his birth, we should have 
been left “contemplating effects for which we knew 
no adequate cause.” Such difficulties God has ‘been 
pleased to anticipate and remove for us by. revealing, 
with that delicate reserve that betokens a divine in- 
spiration of the writings, just-what was needful to 
depict the uniqueness of Christ’s birth, to show it 
to have been a birth that perfectly accords with and 
helps to account for such a life as his_. 

No one can gaze for long at the sun. without being 
dazzled by -its blinding glory, but by its light we see. 
To the informed and thoughtful believer the doctrine 
of the virgin birth is not, as to some, a doctrine dark 
with mystery and perplexity; it is rather a doctrine 
bright with mystery illuminating the facts concerning 
the person and work of Christ. As the eye is dazzled 
by the sun, so is the mind baffled by the unsolved 
mysteries of the virgin birth, but it is not that we 
should perplex our minds with. the incomprehensible 
in this divine revelation that it has been given, but 
that in its light we might see more perfectly the real 
nature and mission of our Lord. Or to use another 
homely illustration: this bit of divirie revelation is 
as a piece of a puzzle picture such as we give to our 
children. Until it was revealed to them, the early 
disciples were as children: who had“ slowly pieeed 
together the puzzle and found themselves with the 
picture recognizable but incomplete because one piece 
was missing. Then came this welcome addition to 
the facts concerning their Lord’s person that they 


Jesus. 


2. It sheds light upon the blending in him of God 
and man. “The germ 6f human personality in the 
womb of Mary furnished the material upon which 
the creative power of the Holy Ghost was exercised 
to produce the body in which the Eternal Son was to 
tabernacle among the sons of men” (Godet). In that 
germ ‘of human personality is the link connecting 
Jesus Christ with our human race, while the exclusion 
of ‘human fatherhood and the substitution therefore 
of the Holy Spirit’s energy resulted’ in the production 
of a personality in whom the divine and the human 
are blended in a wondrous union. The first Christians 
recognized this union of the two natures in one in 
the person of their Lord. when first they admitted his 
deity. Later, with the facts of his birth made known 
to them, their faith in him as being both Son of man 
and Son of God would be confirmed. 


3. It explains his unstained humanity. It must not 
be thought that Scripture, in declaring the Messiah 
to have been virgin born, in any way countenances 
the false spirituality that suggests that ~- defilement 
attaches to those bodily functions relating to the pro- 
creation of the race. Lust, of course, within or with- 
out the marriage relationship is sinful, and sin defiles 
the spirit; but the sinless exercise of procreative 
powers involves no stain for either parent or off- 
spring, since there is nothing inherently defiling in 
the body itself and its functions as some have im- 
aginied. There were and still are those who deem 
marriage incompatible with the highest spirituality. 
But, “Whatever purists may tell you, honour, not 
degradation attends marriage, in every case: conjugal 
relations involve no defilement” (Heb. 13: 4— Way). 
Milton is thoroughly Scriptural im the honor he 
attaches to marriage when, describing the conjugal 
relationship of the unfallen Adam and Eve in Eden, 
he writes: 


Hail, wedded Love, mysterious law, true source 
f human offspring. ... 

Far be it that I should write thee sin or blame, 

Or think thee - unbefitting holiest place. 


The Sinless Nature Behind the Sinless Life 


But the sacred Scriptures that teach this also teach 
that since the fall there is transmitted from parent 
to offspring in the case of every human birth, except 
that of our Lord, a sin-defiled nature. It was after 
he had lost the image of the holy God in which he 
had been created that Adam begat a son “in his own 
likeness.” David in an agony of Spirit-wrought con- 
viction wrote, “In sin did my mother conceive me.” 
He does not here impugn his mother’s virtue, and 
most certainly he has no thought of any inherent 
impurity attaching to procreation; rather he declares 
his discernment of the fact that the sinful deeds are 
manifestations of a sinful nature that is ours by hered- 
ity. But\from the lips of Christ no confession of sin 
ever fell. From his intimates no accusation ever came 
that could be substantiated. Even the ‘remorse of a 
Judas could find no relief in the recollection of a 
single unbecoming word or act on the part of his 
Lord, and from his lips were wrung the confession 
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Lesson for December 22 


and testimony, “I have betrayed. the. innocent- blood.” 
In the light of the virgin birth we discern behind the 
sinless life a sinless nature. Had his birth been like 
ours, he must have shared the spiritual heredity of 
sin that comes to us from Adam. But in his case a 
preak was made with that past, and, although Mary 
herself was a partaker of that sinful heredity, the 
presence of the Holy Spirit in the conception 6f Jesus 
Christ insured the perfect purity of his human nature, 


4. It harmonizes, with his mission. According to 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews, the work 
of our Lord is the bringing of many sons into glory. 
In other words, he came to create out of the old, a 
new, Spirit-born humanity that should be sinless and 
deathless, and of which he was himself to be the 
head. When we ponder this fact as well as other 
considerations already set forth we see why the be- 
liever, so far. from repudiating the virgin birth as a 
biological impossibility, sees it to have been a biolog- 
ical necessity. In Christ we have the firstborn of the 
new creation, the first specimen of the new type of 
humanity, “the beginning of the age to come.” It 
not only perfectly accords with his mission in bring- 
ing many sons into glory, but is, on the ground of the 
uniformity of law, actually a scientific necessity that 
he who heads up the new creation, who came to bring 
forth from the old a Spirit-born humanity, should 
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himself come.forth.from the old humanity as repre- 
sented in Mary, and should also be begotten of the 
Holy Spirit as all his brethren must be. Thus the 
scientific fact of nature’s uniformity, so often used 
as an argument against the virgin birth, becomes an 
argument for it to such as can perceive in Christ “the 
last Adam” and “the second man.” 

But before he could bring his life to us, he had to 
receive our death for us. It was the first necessity 
of his mission that he become the. Lamb of God to 
take away our sin. And herein lay a profound rea- 
son why his humanity should be unsullied, If, in 
the type, only the unblemished lamb could be ac- 
cepted as a sin offering, much more must the antitype 
be without spot or blemish. And so the mode of his 
birth, insuring his unstained humanity, accords with 
his work as our Sin-bearer: .“forasmuch as ye know 
that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers; but with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot” (1 Pet. 1:18, 19). 


Guilty, vile, and helpless we; 
Spotless Lamb of God: was He; 
“Full atonement!” can_it be? 
Hallelujah! what a Saviour! 


VANCOUVER, CAN. 
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A true picture of a Sunday-school entertainment 
in one. of “the regions beyond ”’ 








The First Christmas at Kawagoe 


By Opal Leonore Gibbs 














“Voice of the River.” A charming name, and 
perhaps the town that bears it would be charm- 
ing also, if one could view it from one of the numer- 
ous. airplanes of Dai Nippon. But a close-up is 
disillusioning always—in heathendom.’ Narrow and 
contorted like the trail of a serpent, the little streets 
and byways are strung around the elbow of the 
river, and on either side the brown of the thatched 
roofs curves out over the white of house walls, until the 
place looks for all the world like a colony of giant 
mushrooms. 
lt is the month of the Camelia, —in our plain work- 
a-day Western world, just plain December,— and the 
wind tears and shrieks up the valley as though con- 


Tvs name of the place, being interpreted means, 


. sorting with the very demons of the air, which demons 


are supposed to inhabit the sundry old images standing 
guard “on every high hill and under every green tree.” 

The cold is not great enough to freeze the unspeak- 
able ditches on either side of the streets, — minia- 
ture canals, green and slimy with the waste matter 
and dirty wash water of generations; but it is quite 
enough to roughen and crack little red hands and bare 
legs until the blood trickles through, and infection 
combines with the fmpurity of that blood to bring 
on one of the most wretched and pitiable afflictions 
of the Eastern world,—running sores. Winter in 
Japan is truly a nightmare of pain and discomfort, 
and the best that can be done is to “grin and bear 
it,” only the bearing in this case is generally very much 
without the grin. 

But a few weeks before, something happened in 
this town, something that has made this winter a little 
more endurable than any before it. A stranger one 
day appeared on the street, a young man with such 
an unusual face. Actually he smiled and did it so 
broadly and whole-heartedly that his eyes played hide- 
and-seek in the puckers around them. - 

Then, too, he seemed so tall, and straight like a 
soldier, and his face had the white skin of a student. 
The children scampered up the crooked alleys to 
stare and stare again. Once the young man turned 
to flash forth at them that smile of his, with the two 
dimples, which like “goodness and mercy” follow along 
with it. Whereupon the male members of the motley 
little gang set As derisive shout, — “See him! See 
him! Ha—he laughs! The fool!” And away they 
scampered like so many rats, only to appear again 
and stare from another angle. 

But the newcomer didn’t seem to mind. His smile 
refused to wear off. In a day or two it was seen 
that he had rented a house. Who was he anyway, and 
what did he want? Slovenlty girls chattered and 
tittered about him at the river; men and women with 
seamy leathery faces talked of him as they leisurely 
gathered in the rice; old wizened granddads and dames 
sat around the smoking fire-boxes, with ever restless 
jaws ruminating faster than ever in their excitement. 
And all shook their heads ominously. Why, the fellow 
had no connection at all with any of the town’s family 
clans. He was an outsider, and therefore an intruder, 
and he must have come with sinister-intent. It might 
be poison to his spirit, but they would watch him 
secretly, and find out a few things ere they made 
up their minds. 

In a few days a sign, plainly lettered on a smooth 


white board, was hung out in front of the newly 
rented house. The children rushed for a nearer view. 
“What does it say? <A ‘Jesus Meeting’! Bah! Who 
is Jesus?” Then one grimy urchin, wiser than the 
rest, shrilled out, “Oi, I know! It’s some crazy for- 
eign fellow, and this new student wants to teach us 
his fool ways! IJya—we’ll kick his old sign into the 
ditch!” And a good deal more was precipitated onto 
the heavy air, showing that in this land utter filthi- 
ness has a hold far deeper than the physical. 

But the sign stayed. The strange teacher was so 
everlastingly kind. He lifted up little children when 
they fell, and wiped their tears and their always flow- 
ing noses on his paper handkerchiefs. He helped 
push up the steep grades their great loads of diakon, 
that yard-long white radish that forms the chief condi- 
ment of rich and poor alike. And he paid what was 
asked for the rice without bickering. 

But he certainly was queer. Perhaps he had a fox 
spirit. If so it was indeed an evil omen that he was 
come among them. Every morning very early he was 
heard making a-strange out-loud noise, sometimes with 
groans and the sound of sobbing, as if he wete mak- 
ing an honorable plea of some one, but when at sun- 
rise the wooden doors were shoved back, there was 
no second person to be seen. 

On the morning of the first day of the week after 
he had arrived, the new teacher came out onto the 
narrow porch with something in his hand, something 
that flashed red and purple and gold in the morning 
sun. It was a great book of colored pictures hung 
on a stout string. “Come,” ‘he called invitingly. 
“Honorably enter, and I will show you something 
beautiful.” Quite unabashed by this time, the boys 
tumbled themselves into the tiny clean-swept yard, 
and the girls followed after,—§interest, expectation, 
and pleasure banishing for once that horrid vacant 
expression that seems forever fixed on the dull faces 
of Oriental children. 

So it was that the Sunday-school began. Every 


weck after that they came, more and more of them, ° 


till each nook and cranny ofthe fragile little house 
was full. to the point of bursting. Indeed, if the 
paper-door walls had not been lifted out, something 
would have given way, but fortunately in Japan, a 
congregation can be continued indefinitely right on 
out-of-doors. 

New and altogether wonderful were the stories the 
young Senséi (“Honorable teacher”) told. New and 
amazingly wonderful were the bright lilting songs he 
taught them to sing. And most wonderful of all was 
the way he would kneel and talk to some one they 
could not see. Then he was so patient and kind; he 
bound up poor sore hands and legs, and wiped the 
feet of the littlest ones, which, tangled in their wooden 
clogs, would get oh, so bedaubed with mud. 

And now it is December. The houses are full of 
damp, heavy cold, and the streets are full of bitter 
piercing cold—everywhiere it is cold, except at the 
house of the honorable Sensei. Even he has only the 
customary fire-box of hot coals, but eighty odd chil- 
dren packed onto the matting-floor of two tiny rooms 
make things feel warm somehow, and very cozy. 

On the first Sunday of this Camelia month, the 
teacher tells them of a wonderful day, the very best 
in the year, when people all over the world celebrate 
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the birthday of the living God’s Son. He whispers 
confidentially of a celebration right here in this house, 
with something beautiful to see, something good to 
receive, and something glorious to give. They must 
all help. They must learn the Jesus songs still bet- 
ter, commit parts of the sacred Book to memory, 
and perhaps some recitations also.- Then the fathers 
and mothers will be invited to come and listen to the 
program. And there will be surprises, too—oh, it 
will be perfectly splendid, if they all do their best! 

The children listen, owl-eyed and entranced. Of 
course they will do anything. Their utter willing- 
ness puts to shame the half-hearted response of some 
children far on the other side of the globe, but of 
course they know nothing about that. If the august 
teacher has a very honorable plan for programming 
on the twenty-fifth night, they are bound to “have a 
finger in the rice” or know the reason why. 

The great day arrives at last, and little brown 
necks have stretched so long and so enthusiastically 
in waiting for it, that it is a wonder some of them 
aren’t a bit out of joint. Teacher starts out before 
noon. to walk over the hills to the station, and when 
he returns several hours later, he has three other 
smiling young men with him. And some of these 
must be bringing their sisters, for two apple-cheeked, 
gentle-voiced girls are following close behind. The 
arms of every on@are filled with bundles of various 
sizes and shapes, and they all go a-laughing into the 
little rented house, where wooden doors are shut so 
tightly that peering inquisitive eyes can see nothing 
at ali but flashes of light and shadow through the 
cracks between the boards. 

The whole Sunday-school is on hand before sun- 
down. They are dressed, not in beautiful butterfly 
colors, — oh, no! —just the same grimy, dun-colored 
kimonos that have been worn unwashed since the 
first chill days of autumn. The Sensei, being a man, 
and a very young man as well, has never once thought 
of telling them that Christmas is a dress-up day, and 
if he did not tell them, who would? 

At last when everything is ready, the sliding doors 
are pushed back in their grooves, paper doors liited 
out, and every one is politely invited to enter. Why, 
the little house has become a fairyland of red and- 
green! And see the gold stars on the casing! But 
what is that funny little box in the sacred place with 
the pretty girl on the stool behind it: 

After the admiring ‘“oh’s” and “ah’s” have some- 
what subsided, the children are persuaded to take 
their places in orderly phalanxes on the matting floor. 
Then the older folks come shuffling in, —not many 
of them though. It takes more than a few weeks of 
Sunday-school with the children, and of knee-work 
behind the scenes, to batter down the age-old barrier 
of dark superstition. The preacher-lad knows this, 
and knows also that he is trammeled on every side 
by whispering doubt and suspicion. But he -has learned, 
young as he is, to live within the garrison of His 
peace. He has learned to keep the tryst before the 
dawn, the long prayer vigils that begin every morn- 
ing at half past four. 

It is a wonderful evening. “How the children do 
sing!” cackles an old grandmother, laughing right out 
and showing her jet black teeth. “What a wonder- 
ful story!” thinks .a gentle-faced mother as she lis- 
tens for the first time in all her twenty-five years to. 
the beautiful account of our Lord’s coming to Beth- 
lehem, Galilee, and Calvary. And of course the par- 
_ents of the little hopefuls who speak pieces are proud 
almost to the point of bursting, even though they 
understand little or nothing of what it is all about. 
One thing impresses everybody, and that is the wooden 
music box that gives forth such entrancing sounds 
when the pretty girl runs her fingers over it, sounds 
that are strangely like the songs the children sing. 
How marvelous are these Western ways! 

Nine o’clock comes. Honorable teacher opens the 
doors of thé big bed-cupboard. “Ah-h-!” the chil- 
dren sigh rapturously. A huge basket is drawn out 
full, then another also full—of delightful bags of — 
what ts in them, anyway? 

“I see tangerines!” shouts one little fellow. 

“Kimi, look at those funny little white things,” 
vociferates another. 

The green and red bags of mosquito net are passed 
around; everybody has. one, even the .old grandmother. 
And oh, joy of all joys—they contain sweet things, 
very sweet like sugar only much better im. taste. 
And the strange white things taste like roasted corn 
without any burnt on it. 

After a few minutes of noisy sucking and tasting, 
bundles of little books are brought out, greeting books 
with the Christmas story printed inside, one for the 
father and mother of every child present. Then at 
last every one undoubles his tired legs, stands up on 
the matting floor, and the children make the welkin 
ring with the rapturous 


Joy to the -world,. the Lord is come! 
‘Let earth receive her King! 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 
And Heaven and nature sing. 


Oh, wonderful first Christmas, and: wonderful first 
Christmas gifts in the iives of little Japanese children! 
Benp, Ore, 
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By Annie Hamilton Donnell 


A Beautiful Time to Understand 


What Dick and Sally gave each other for Christmas 











Husband and wife had never mentioned the 

subject since that dark and sorrowful time fol- 
lowing the death of their one little child before it 
had spent with them a single day. Perhaps if the 
doctors had not told her she could never again— 
but the doctors had told her. The tiny white coffin 
had been taken away from her and silently she had 
borne her grief. Poor Sally, with her hoard of 
sweet white baby-things! She had loved children 
until then, and who could blame her if she shut. them 
out of her life afterward? 

“Poor Sally!’ mused Richard Trent tenderly, yet 
deep down within him the man nursed his hurt at 
being deprived the blessing of little children. There 
were so many of them wantimg to be loved as he 
wanted to love them. If Sally could only ‘“‘want’” to, 
too — 4 

Christmas time was little-children time. That was 
what rankled today especially. Richard was on his 
way to thé city, and the commutation train was alive 
with children and Christmas shoppers. The city would 
be alive with ’em, sighed Richard. They'd jog and 
jolt him and laugh in his ears, except thos¢ little 
children — that was what jolted and jogged most — 
who stood in front of the gay windows, hopeless and 
unloved, gazing at other Well tn s busy shoppings, other 
people’s Christmas, ‘ ” thought Richard, “Tl be 
out of it this year, dors one thing.” For he was in 
for a long journey for which he had been chosen 
for the very reason of his childless estate. 

The Mam at the Head had prodded his arm face- 
tiously ; had, as it seemed to Richard, taunted him: 
“You are the man to go, Trent. Can't tear a father 
away from his kiddies Christmas time. One time 
o’ year when it can’t be done—the youngsters rule 
then. You told me you hadn’t any kids—”’ waiting 
Richard Trent’s affirmation. 

“No, I have none,” quietly. 

“Then this trip is up to you. 


” 


“Ti SALLY only loved children,” mused he. 


Wives have to bear 


“My wife thinks of spending the holidays at her 
old home this year.” 

“Fine. That is, she won’t miss a little thing like 
a husband, and you'll have your time taken up with 
business.” 


O IT had been arranged, and Richard was now on 

his way to headquarters for final instructions. 
And it was Christmas time. He’d kissed Sally good- 
by and Sally was packing for her own trip — easy 
work. No stockings to be filled tonight, — yes, sir, 
tonight was Christmas Eve. All, the world but the 
Richard Trents were buying last-minute things, choos- 
ing last-minute trees, feverishly consulting memoranda: 
What things would tuck into stockings, what was 
safe for Baby to suck and pound with, what could 
a body get for fussy Cousin Henrietta? Everybody 
excited and tired to death, but happy. 

Well, there was Little Chap; he might be on this 
train. now, and he’d be,. anyway, a link — between 
Christmasers and non-Christmasers. Richard got up 
briskly and went through the train. He was very 
fond of Little Chap. The acquaintance was wholly 
a train one, but they had often sat together going in 
to the city, and those occasions were Joys to Richard 
Trent. 

The child was taken in with his father and parked 
at some sort of nursery place. There was no mother, 
no anybody else. Sa-ay, why not do a little Christ- 
mas shopping for Little Chap!. Time enough before 
the western flyer started — sa-a-ay! 

Little Chap could be sounded to see what his heart's 
wish for Christmas was—if Little Chap was aboard 
now. 

Sure, Little Chap was aboard. 

“Hullo, you!” sang out Richard. He dropped down 
beside the tiny creature, and even in that second of 
time was conscious of something altered ‘about the 
child. Not clothes—not anything tangible. Little 
Chap’s face —something altered about that. Richard 
had not long to wait for enlightenment. 

“I’m with a pusson, on’y’ she’s ‘sittin’ with the 
others. They’s free of us. That's her, look,” pointing. 

“Relation, is she?” Richatd had an altogether rea- 
sonless antipathy to “her” being_a relation. “Aunt or 
cousin or something?” 

“Oh, my mercy, no!” it! sounded like, “I hope not.” 
Little Chap snuggled up to Richard. “I wisht you 
was, a aunt or cousin. «Then I needunt go with her 
a tall. My father wouldn’t want me to.” 

“Where is your father, Little Chap?” 

“Dead. Oh, dreffly dead,” sighed. Little Chap. “He 
fell down a ullyvator an’ I’m on’y jus’ a orphan now. 


It—it kind of hurts. Do you s’pose homes - for 
orphans are nice places to live in?” So that was it, 
Little Chap was to be permanently parked in a home 
for orphans? Richard’s tender heart sank. So little 
an orphan, worrying about his future! The small 
brown hands of him shutting and unshutting anxiously 
—the altered little face of him! 

Thoughts ran riot through Richard Trent’s brain. 
Thoughts with Sally in them who did not care for 
children. Thoughts of something beautiful but out 
of the question. A little bitter, the thoughts were. 
Richard crossed to the woman in charge of Little 
Chap and talked to her. He got the whole sad story. 
Back with the child he talked to him. 

“See here, Little Chap, she seems like a regular 
‘pusson’; you'll like her. She says there’s a fine big 
playground — say, what do you want for Christmas? 
I’m going shopping! Give you three minutes to make 
up your mind!” 

“Christmas — oh, my mercy! 
then, soberly: 
ten cents? 
’n’? Ten.” 

“Give me a list—hold on— now! 
ing to be ten things on the list. 
one fr” 


T HEADQUARTERS Richard was treated with a 

surprise. He forgot momentarily the hurt of part- 
ing with Little Chap and the List of Ten Things. It 
seemed the western trip was to be postponed because 
of the parties at the other end. Christmas had put 
them out of business—the western parties must have 
kiddies ! 

“Turned us down flat till after the holidays,” 
smiled the chief. “So you are released, Trent. . You 
can join the wife— wish you a merry Christmas!” 

Released. And Sally away. The house to himself. 

Thoughts. 

He did his shopping and rushed away, bebundled and 
eager, to the Home for Orphans. This particular 
thought hurried him on. 

“Little Chap,” he said at the door. “I want to 
borrow him or rent him! Over Christmas. My 
name is Richard Trent—I can give ‘references’ !” 
He felt foolishly light-hearted. ‘His smile at the seri- 
ous woman in the doorway was like a boy’s on a 
spree. He wanted to say, “I’m going to have a tree 
and hang his stocking up and everything! It’s my 
chance.” 

“Bat — ‘Little Chap’? ~They are all of them little 
chaps,” and she was smiling now; it was contagious. 

“The poor little fellow whose father fell down 
an eleva —” 

“Oh, Dimmie! Such a sad and sudden case —he’s 
a dear, Dimmie is. His name is James Penney; he 
says when he was little he couldn't say Jimmie!” 
They both smiled together at the thought of when 
Dimmie was little. He was so very far from big 
now! The thought established a curiously tender 
little pact between them, tired matron and wistful, 
childless father. Of course he could “rent” Dimmie, 
she said heartily. The boy was in great luck. It 
might “break him in” to orphan-home life, added she, 
though why -it should was extremely debatable — it 
wouldn't! It was likelier to break him out! Poor 
little chap, he was not the orphan-home type. Too 
sensitive. Though the dead father, according to all 
reports, had not been a sensitive father. — 


“TYIMMIE told one of the children here that his 
father used to ‘box him’ when he asked too many 
questions,” the matron said. 

“I: won't box him,” smiled Richard Trent. 

“Nor: I won't!” she smiled back. She went away 
to get Dimmie and returned with him, fresh-scrubbed 
and shining. 

“Oh, it’s you! I’s dreffly glad it’s you! I kind of 
pertended it was Father, while she was a-scrubbin’ 
me, —an’ I’d ruther you'd be Father than an’body 
else.” Dimmie cogitated seriously. “I ain’t sure, but 
I guess you look like a father. An’,” added the little 
chap, but not untenderly, “an’ Father didn’t. Are 
I goin’ home with you? Honest, home? Oh, my 
mercy! Le’s go somewhere where I can-kind of 
jump up ’n’ down!” ‘The thin little face beamed up 
at Richard and accelerated ‘the beat of his heart. 
“Oh, my mercy!” he thought.. And if this “mercy” — 
the privilege of having a little rented child for a day 
or two—so illumined life, what must it be to own a 
son! For keeps! 

“Sure, home. 


I want everythin’ !” 
“Can it cost a quarter? Or on’y jus’ 
There’s sup-plen-did thin’s at the Five 


There are go- 
What's the first 


Want to do a little Christmas shop- 


ping of your own on the way?” hurrying away from 
that other thought. 


“Me? Me do Christmas sheosiat? I never did — 





I never did! C’m’ on, quick!” He tucked an eager 
hand into Richard’s, equally eager. Together they 
went Christmas shoppin’. On the way to the shops 
they debated together: 

“T shan’t tell what I got awhile ago,” Richard said 


mysteriously. “Secrets! You always have secrets 
Christmas time.” 
“Honest? Then I’ll have ’em! I shan’t tell you 


an’thing a tall! On’y I don’t know—do people 
*bout as tall up ’n’ down an’ big-roun’ as you like 
candy canes best for Chris’mas présents, or do they 
like new socks bester?” Dimmie’s face was thoughtful. 


667 ANDY canes!” promptly. And the decision ap- 
peared to relieve Dimmie. The shopping presently 
began amid much excitement and deep thought, for 
it developed that Dimmie’s resources were 'to admit 
of more than candy canes, even socks, too, and—and 
oh, most an’thin’ !- It would have been hard to 
choose which boy—tiny one or grown one—had 
the best time. 
Richard’s thoughts kept up a beautiful tumult in 
all the joggle and confusion of doing shopping with 


‘all the rest of the world. These particular thoughts 


= mn a clear thread through his mind. The things 
ahead : 

“I shall undress him myself —he won’t mind, even 
if he does think he is too big. I shall fill the tub 
and in with him! We'll call it a swimming lesson! 
I'll teach him how to swim! We'll:have a great old 
time, Little Chap and I. If he says his prayers — 
Did Little Chap say his prayers? Somehow it seemed, 
then, that he must have said them alone; not the 
kind said to—fathers. Richard experienced a sud- 
den longitig that they had not been that kind. He 
would like to be the first “father” that Little Chap 
had ever said his prayers to. He had the picture of 
it already in his heart’s eye. He would sit —he 
knew just where he would sit —and the little kneel- 
ing “son” he saw quite plainly. 

“I’m all through,” .suddenly announced the small 
shopper. “Le’s go home. Don’t you feel o’ an’thin’; 
you won't, will you? You'd feel the secrids through 
the paper. You'd know this one was a candy ca— 
oh!” clapping an agitated hand over the tell-tale lips. 
But Richard was tying his shoelace absorbedly. He 
couldn’t a-heard a tall; you couldn’t hear thin’s an’ 
tie shoestrings, too, not if they were in hard knots. 
This shoestring seemed in a very hard one. Dimmie 

sighed with relief. If he had to.keep his mouth 
puf-fickly still he wasn’t a-goin’ to tell —a-nother 
a “Watch me not tell!” he promised him- 
self. 


N THE commuting train home something unfore- 

seen occurred. Richard was unprepared for it. He 
had not. seen—this in his heart’s eye. It took his 
heart’s breath away. 
Dimmie snuggled close to him and went to sleep. 
“Oh, my mercy!” Richard thought. The “mercy” 
of a little child warm against him. A little warm 
weight. He found himself glancing about to see if 
people were noticing. He hoped they noticed. He 
saw one or two familiar faces, and if he was em- 
barrassed a very bit it was a delightful embarrass- 
ment; he nodded happily. 
thought — what if Sally were there among them, notic- 
ing? Sally, seeing Little Chap asleep against him— 

He felt suddenly very tender toward Sally. He 
hoped she was having a beautiful time among her 
folks. A Christmas time. How different his own 
Christmas time had turned out! On a train, yes, but 
a train going home, to undress a little chap and teach 
him to swim! 

“Oh! I kind of went to sleep, didn’t 1?” mumbled 
Dimmie now, but not un-snuggling. “Are we mos’ 
home? When we 'get home, will you show me a place 
to hide my secrids in?) Where you won't know they 
are.’ 

“Tm going to hide some of mine in a stocking.” 

“Honest? You mean— you mean— Oh, a boy told 
me folks hung stockin’s up! But I never did ’xpect 
— You mean —” 

“IT ‘mean,’” gravely, “you are going to hang your 
stocking up tonight because it will be Christmas Eve. 
And if you will lend me its mate I’ll hang mine up! 
Can't hang up any little old short sock!” 

“Oh — my — mer- -cy! Oh, ain’t we havin’ a beau- 
tiful time! I’m goin’ to put my secrids in your 
stockin’ —I mean my other stockin’ !—I mean —” 
This keeping mouths puf-fickly ‘still was not a simple 
matter. But Dimmie refused to stay discomfited. 
Too much joy around. He hugged the joy to the 
flat little breast of him. 
At the house Richard Trent debated upon a choice 


Suddenly he had a new: 















































‘Lesson for December 22 


of rooms to be a father in, deciding finally upon: his 
own on the second floor, at the end of the hall. His 
den-room, not sleeping one. It would be warm there, 
and he could hang the stockings over the fireplace. 
He’d have supper brought up there, too, from the 
hotel across the square. Nice cozy place to be happy 


-in; Of course at bedtime —but before that time he 


could not quite bear to pass Sally’s room, to look into 
it if she had left the door open. Queer how he felt 
as if, somehow, this’ rented happiness of his were 
not being quite—well, you couldn’t call it loyal 
exactly; call it-fair —to Sally. His being a “father 
and Sally not being a mother, even though she did 
not care to be one. - 
The supper was a merry one. Off here, way at 
one end of the long hall, they had the world to them- 
selves, he and Little Chap. ‘He and Little “Chap, 
secluded and alone, shut themselves in. They did 
beautiful things together — play-things and  story- 
things. They hung their stockings up, and each filled 
one of them, with immense mystery and precaution. 
“Got your eyes shut up? Both eyes tight up? 
“How can I fill a stocking with my eyes shut — 
tight up?” demanded Father — they had agreed upon 
father-and-son names for the time being. “While, 
explained Dimmie, “your rent lasts. It will be kind 
of nice to, I think, don’t you?” And Father had 
agreed that it would be kind of nice to, That he 
had not snatched Little Chap—-Son—to him in a 
great hug but went to show that hé was a man of self- 
control. Every time Dimmie said “Father” that con- 


’ trol was hard-worked, but on the job. 


The bathroom, down the ‘hall, was the stage for 
the next chapter of the experience, but before any 
undressing or swimming could take place . Dimmie 
again played his endearing little trick. Fell asleep in 
the middle of a bedtime story. And he was-not to be 
waked up, no! Richard disposed him comfortably 
on the couch and himself went to attend to further 
Christmas things. A tree-thing that he had set his 
heart upon. Around the corner was a grocery and 
Christmas trees. Take but a minute to pick one out 
and rush it home—time enough by and by for the 
undressing and the swimming lesson. Little Chap — 
“Son,” said Richard,— appeared to wake from his 
naps remarkably refreshed; he’d be all ready for 
water-larks then. Trust — Son! : 

But between, the den-room and the room he and 
Sally shared, at the other end of the hall, was to hap- 
pen another surprise that overtopped and over-sur- 
prised all others. It came to him without warning 
of any kind. Unless the soft little sound were warn- 
ing — perhaps it was well for it to be. Richard going 
down the hali heard the soft little sound. 

Sally, singing. Sally, not at home with her peo- 
ple, but here, singing a lullaby. It grew clearer but 
no less soft and sweet as Richard neared it. -It came 
from Sally’s room. : . 

He drew a long breath to steady him, then he opened 
the door. : FR 

“Sally!” he said. She was rocking a baby before 
the fire. All around her was the sweet clutter of tiny 
clothes, a foot-tub, towels, a baby’s toy. 

“Salty {’” 

“Dick! Why, I thought —” 

“T thought —” 


In an instant she wag¢ holding the baby..up to ‘him. - 


“Dick, she is so sweet —see how sweet. she is!-I gave 


her a darling bath and put her to sleep— Dick, I. 


couldn’t bear it any longer.- Anyway while you. were 


away —I thought I could have a baby then. . I bor-. 


rowed her.’ 
“IT rented mine.” ‘ 


They were gazing at each other, each in his own: 
amaze. - Richard had ‘taken the tiny creature from, 
Sally and stood looking down at it with an expres-- 
sion. Sally had never seen before. Oh, a darling ex-. 


pression! ; 


“You — you do like her, don’t you, Richard?” Sally - 


cried, 

“I love her,” Richard answered, gently. returning 
her. “Come and see mine.” Yaa 

“Yours — yours —I can’t understand —I - thought 
you: didn’t like babies. E always thought —” 

““T always thought, too, dear. “Neither of us under- 
stood. Come. Wrap her up and bring her with you 
—I’d like to see our—our children together.” He 
laughed softly. It was all so tnlooked for and so 
wonderful. He and -Sally had been. such goosies — 
Sally sucha. dear goosie! . Each thinking, drawing 
se eng conclusion. When this was the right one! » 

. This. 


” 


‘Both children were asleep. They stood over ‘the - 


little two, side by side on the. shabby old sofa. Dimmie 
ere in his dreams; the baby-child slept dream- 
essly. 

“Your baby and my—son,” whispered - Richard. 
His arm had slipped. arougd Sally as they stood. 
There was no need of whispering,- but it is the way 
of fathers and mothers when the children are asleep. 
All ‘the misunderstanding had been explained away. 
““Now we understand,” Sally whispered, her eyes 
very bright. Then suddenly she saw the two long 
stockings, bulging and full. If a pair of eyes can be 
brighter than bright — 
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“Dick, I: did -it, too—I hung my baby’s up! It is 
sO wee-tiny you never saw it! Dick — Dick —” 

“Sally — Sally !” 

Bells somewhere began to ring. -In the two hearts 
of them, or were they Christmas bells without? 

“It is Christmas Eve, Dick. Such a beautiful time 
to— understand — May I have my Christmas present 
tonight? Now, this instant minute, Dick! You al- 
ways give me a Christmas present—’ Oh, always: 
Never had he failed; this very year hadn’t he given 
her a mysterious package to take away with her to 
her folks? But the “package” she wanted this time 
was not mysterious, just dear and blessed! She looked 
down upon it with tender eyes. Her face pleaded, 
though there was no need of pleading. 

“Will you give this baby to me, Dick? For Christ- 
mas — she has no other mother in all the world.” 

“Mine has no other father.” 

She flung out her arms. “I give him to you!” Sh 
was a lovely shining Sally. “Say that you give me —” 

“We give each other!” he cried, shining, too. “Our 
family, Sally —yours and mine!” 

“Four in the family,” laughed she, and then, being 
a woman creature, cried. He took his family into 
his arms. They were perhaps a little crowded, but 
not his heart. 

“Quick, we must put the children to bed. We have 
the tree to trim.” He spoke briskly; he had to be 
brisk to speak at all. “Dump ’em into bed— just 
like that!” Briskness did sure help out. A man 
might even laugh with his throat full if he made a 
good try at “it. 

He made the good try. 

“Merry Christmas! Merry Christmas — Mother !” 

It was the time of year that belongs to little chil- 
dren.. Was not a Baby born long ago at this time 
—the Little Child of all the world? 


ArcaptA, CAL. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 

















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too personal an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I look forward each week to your 
letters, from which I receive much happiness; each letter 
seems as if it were printed especially for me. But now 
I bring my trouble to you—well, I can’t just call it merely 
trouble, but it is something that I do not like. I am a 
mother, thirty-one years of age. The Lord has blessed 
my happy married life with six boys, the oldest being 
twelve years of age. My husband and I are very much 
interested in church and Sunday-school, and any kind of 
religious work. From their infancy we have never neglected 
taking our children on our arms to church and Sunday- 
school each Sunday; nothing keeps us back but sickness. 
I. have always tried my best to explain to them the differ- 
ence between right and wrong. They always seem very 
much interested in Bible stories or any good bedtime 
stories. such as only a Christian mother will give. But 
now, Mother Ruth; what puzzles my mind is this: Every 
Sunday for about a half year I have had to force my boys 
to go along with us to church and Sunday-school. They 
have no desire to go ‘nor. do they take any interest what- 
ever, in church and: Sunday-school. Is the adversary 
trying in their childhood to draw them away from what 
I think is holy; or is it through stubbornness that they 
refuse to do their parents’ will? ‘Boys are often inclined 
to act in that way. I have decided recently to give them 
their own ‘free ‘will for awhile to see whether they really 
would enjoy ‘staying home. -But. my -husband thinks as 
long as they are young they should be under their parents’ 
control.- -What -shall -we -do as -parents?-- I pray much for 
my boys, and I know that God will lead them where he 
thinks is best. But what is expected of me in such a 


-case? Should I force them to’ go or should I give them 


their own free will at this age? I am willing,on my 
part to do anything possible to the’ salvation of their 
souls.—A_ MOTHER. 


. DER LITTLE MOTHER: How good to you 
God is, to intrust you with six souls to bring up. 
for the kingdom and to help bring many in this old: 


world back to God. Yours is a very wonderful 
commission, and I am glad you are studying to make 
good in the lives of those boys. Obedience to parents 


. is the most beautiful trait a child can have. And 


that does not just grow ina child, it must be cul- 
tivated, and you above all others can bring that to 
pass. Weéall have our lessons in life to learn, and 
you and I each day are learning to give the Father in 
Heaven obedience, and it is a lesson not always easy 
to learn. - There is so much self-will in all of us that 
we want our own way, and many a lesson might not 
have been given to us if we had learned better and 


more quickly to obey the voice of the Lord. So, my 


dear friend, you must have obedience from your~boys, 
if you are to make them happy, and if you as a family 
are to be happy. 

Give them their “own free will” at this age? Hand 
over to them the work that belongs to parents? Where 
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can they get wisdom for life but from you and their 
father? ‘How do they know which path to take, and 
the things to give them enjoyment, with the enemy 
trying to teach them all kinds of impurities? Guard 
your children from themselves! Teach them self- 
control, and that as long as they are in your home they 
must be true to you, and your ideas of church and 
home, and give you obedience. Yes, if you say go to 
church, they must go, for where else will they learn 
the truth about God and righteousness? Where else 
can they get the light to show them the sins of the 
world?.. Left to their own free will they will become 
just what you might expect from such immature minds 
and with the temptations about them everywhere. The 
companions they will find outside the church will never 
lead them Heavenward, and it is your duty as parents 
to give them the best you can. That does not mean 
money and the material things of life, but the best is 
all that pertains to righteousness. 

When they grow into manhood, and have the power 
of self-control, which comes from obedience taught in 
the home,: they will thank you for it. They will not 
want to obey now, very likely, but you are working 
for the future, and they must fall in line now, so that 
they will be able to know how and where to walk 
in the after years. Oh, I beg of you, keep them near 
you and the father, the home, and the church, so that 
you and they may be saved from heartaches in the 
years to come. You should be so thankful for a 
husband who walks in the path with you in following 
the Lord. It means much in a family of boys. I 
had five brothers and no sisters, and I know what 
a godly mother did for her family. Do not loosen 
your hold on your boys in childhood and you will 
not lose them in older life, for then they. will appre- 
ciate your holding them to that which is good and 
holy even though they cannot see the worth of it 
now. Remember you are responsible to God for your 
little ones, and with God’s help you must lead them, 
willingly or not, in the path of righteousness. God 
does not ask you to bear this burden alone; he is 
with you to give you wisdom and firmness and love 
and success in the character building of the boys in 
your home. 


we 


Every Teacher on Time - 
By Elizabeth Williams Sudlow 


i aim and the usual record of one Primary 
Department is every teacher on time and a little 
ahead of time. And here is the reason for this happy 
situation. Across one corner of the room is a screen. 
Behind this is a rug on the floor. The teachers gather 
here, as soon as they arrive, and for a few minutes 
are on their knees in prayer with the superintendent. 
Prayer starts as soon as the first teacher and the 
superintendent arrive; the others drop in as they 
come. A member of the Adult Bible Class is in the 
department room to greet the children and to maintain 
order for the few minutes that the teachers and officers 
are absent. There is but little question of discipline 
in this room, for the teachers go to class quiet and 
refreshed after their prayer service, and somehow 
everything works along without friction. It is some- 
thing decidedly out of the usual that keeps a teacher 
away until the last minute; each one realizes the 
value to her own soul of the five minutes intercessory 
period and will not willingly forego it. 
Cora GABLEs, Fia. 








From a Layman’s Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 




















That ye may approve things that are excellent; 
that ye may be ‘sincere and without offence till the 
day of Christ (Phil: 1: 10). ° 


AUL declares, in the preceding verses how-he longs 
' and prays that the Philippians may. grow in knowl- 
edge .(’epignosis, or knowledge. of divine things) and 
in all aisthesis, perception. Why? . In order that. they. 
may test things that are diapheronta, important enough 
to differ on, fundamentals, essentials.. Some things are 
adiaphora, trifles, not worthy of discussion. Others 
are matters of life and death, of, time and eternity. 
On these we should not give place, no, not for an hour! 
And the result of such. knowledge and. perception? 
One becomes sun-clear, eflikrineis, approved in the sun- 
shine-test, free from-the cloudy speculations of unbe- , 
lief: one is without offense, or rather one ceases to 
be a stumblingblock to others, aproskopoi, no longer. 
wrecks the faith and hope and mf vals of others with 
these speculations and doubts, and one.is filled with 
the fruits of .<ighteousness that are by.- Jesus Christ. 
It has been those who hold to the. fundamentals of 
evangelical .Christianity who have brought forth the 
social and philanthropic and personal fruits of Chris- 
tianity as no others. - 


New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 22. CHRISTMAS LESSON: 
THE CHILD IN A CHRISTIAN WORLD 
International Uniform Lesson.— Matthew 18: 1-6; Mark 9 : 36, 37, 42; 10: 13-16; Luke 2: 1-20 
Golden Text.—Suffer the little children, and forbid them not, to come unte me: for to such belongeth the kingdom of heaven.— Matt. 19: 34 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 

Angels, from the realms of glory, . 

Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
Ye who sang creation’s story, 

Now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

Come and worship, : 
Worship Christ, the newborn King. 
—James Montgomery. 


HE familiar Chrjstmas lesson this year is placed 
for us in a new s ‘ting. We are to study it in 
relation to those other social teachings of the 
Gospel with which we have been occupied during the 
present Quarter. Christianity has made many dif- 
ferences in the world, as we have already seen in these 
studies. But one of the most profound differences 
has been as the children have been concerned. It is 
fitting, therefore, that our closing lesson should be 
occupied with this aspect of the results of the Chris- 
tian faith. 
The Practical Aim 
To teach the pupils their need of Christ. 


Verse by Verse the 

Luke 2:8.—There were shepherds. It is significant 
that the revelation of the most stupendous event that 
has ever been in all the world’s history was made not 
to the king or to the high priest, but to ordinary 
men. They were shepherds, and David had been a 
shepherd. And Christ Jesus came to be the ideal 
Shepherd of his people. There was a fitness in their 
Occupation. But they were ordinary people about 
their ordinary avocations. It seems to be almost a 
law of human nature that when men are called by 
God even to high responsibility and opportunity for 
him they so often fail. In Israel the priests and the 
kings continually failed: God sent prophets again 
and again who corrected their failure, and these 
prophets were each directly called by God. They 
belonged to no special family. They were not born 
to office as priests and kings were. They were not 
chosen by the people or the government. Sometimes 
they were not even chosen by one who was already 
a prophet. Each prophet was an instance of God's 
own personal interference in the affairs of Israel. So 
it was here. The shepherds became prophets of the 
things they had seen and heard. Although their min- 
istry was a temporary one, yet it was authentic while 
it lasted, , 

Abiding in the field. Literally, making the field 
their courtyard. It implies that they were accustomed 
to spending their nights in the open air. The fact 
that the flocks were lying out on the hills all night 
makes it unlikely that the nativity of our Lord took 
place in December. 

Verse 9.—The glory of the Lord. .The glory that 
is the peculiar symbol of the presence of the Lord. 
Notice the suggestive collocation between the un- 
earthly glory that flamed in the sky and the very 
mundane presence of the men to whom it appeared. 
It is a splendid symbol of the union between the hu- 
man and the divine which has been introduced by the 
Incarnation. 


Verse 10—The people. That is, Israel, not people 
generally as in the Authorized Version. “He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 
1:11). At the same time the promise refuses to be 
confined within the limits even of Israel. The Good 
Tidings is ultimately a catise for joy to.the whole 
earth. 

Verse 11.—In ¢he city of David. That is, in Beth- 
lehem — not in Jerusalem. After the capture ‘of the 
Jebusite stronghold (2 Sam. 5:7) the hill of Zion 
received .the name of David’s. city. The name there- 
fore had a double application, and there might be 
doubt as to which of the two places was meant. But 
Micah 5:2 makes it quite plain that the reference is 
to be restricted to Bethlehem. As so often, God gave 
a clew, but faith and a knowledge of the Bible were 
necessary for its interpretation. 

A Saviour, who ts Christ the Lord. That is what 
this poor world needs most desperately, a Saviour. 
Not a reformer or a legislator or a conqueror, but a 
Saviour. Of course, the Saviour, if he is to fulfill 
his mission, must ultimately fulfill these other func- 
tions also. But first and foremost, men, women, and 
children need saving. They need saving from the 
oppression of the Devil, from the allurements of sin, 
and above all from themselves. This task of Sav- 


Devotional ing: Isaiah xz : 1-9. 
Primary Topic: e, Story of the Firet Christmas. F 
Lesson Material : Luke 2: 1-20. 
Memory Verse; God so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begctten Son, that whusoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal! life.—John 3: 16. 
Junior Topic: The Story of the First Christmas. 
Lesson Material: Luke 2: 1-20, 
Memory Verse: John 3: 16. 
~~ and Senior Topic: Finding and Following Right 
Leade 


Topi for Youle People and Adults: Christian Obligations to 
‘Childhood. 











The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Luke 2 : 8-20 


8 And there were shepherds in the same country abiding 
in the field, and keeping + watch by night over their flock. 
9 And an angel of the Lord stood by them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore 
afraid. 10-And the angel said unto them, Be not afraid; 
for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which shail 
be to all the people: 11 for there is born to you this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is ? Christ the Lord. 12 
And this is the sign unto you: Ye shall find a babe wrap- 
ped in swaddling clothes, and lying in a manger. 13 And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, 

14 Glory to God in the highest, 
And on earth * peace among ‘men in whom he is well 


15 And it came to pass, when the angels went away from 
them inte heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us 
now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this *thing that is 
c¢ .ne to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us. 
16 And they came with haste, and found both Mary and 
Joseph, and the babe lying in the manger. 17 And when 
they saw it, they made known concerning the saying 
which was spoken to them about this child. 18 And all 
that heard it wondered at the things which were spoken 
unto them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these 
° sayings, pondering them in her heart. 20 And the shep- 
herds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the 
things that they had heard and seen, even as it was spoken 
unto them. 


10Or, night-watches. 2Or, Anointed Lord * Many 
ancient authorities read; peace, good pieasure among 
men. *Gr., men of good pleasure. 5Or, saying. ¢ Or, 
things. 


Words shown in the text in light-face type are those 
generally indicated in the American Standard Version 
in italic, and are supplied to make sense. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








iourhood God has not entrusted to any created being. 
He has undertaken it himself. The Saviour is the 
Lord. If the Saviour were less than that we could 
never be sure that the task had been properly fulfilled. 
But because he himself has done it we may be sure 
that it is all right. He alone. perfectly knew the 
conditions necessary, so he alone could fully carry 
out the work. And. be it- noted especially that God 
undertook this not merely for weak and helpless chil- 
dren who were crying to him for assistance; he did 
it also for sturdy and incorrigible rebels. For man 
bears both of these relationships to God: on the one 
hand, he is a sheep that has gone astray; on the other 





. Heaven and the Child 
By Amos R. Wells 


Gis Christ was born in Bethlehem afar, full 
in the light of God’s resplendent star, full in 
the shining of the seraphim, all childhood lies in 
blessed light from him. Since - Christ . was born 
while all of heaven rang with soaring songs the happy 
angels sang, —so jubilant, so tender, and so sure, — 
all childhood moves to music sweet and pure. Since 
Christ was born within a stable low, heir to our 
poverty and sinful woe, ‘the poorést child, in darkest 
fortune born, wears all the glory of the Christmas 
mom. Since Christ was born with danger hovering 
near, and death and all iniquity to fear, we see the 
demons darkly circling round wherever any child of 
Heaven is found. Since Christ was guarded safe 
and kindly led, in Egypt gatrisoned and comforted, 
we see God’s merciful’and loving arm between our 
children and the threatening harm. Oh, heart of 
Heaven trembling fora child! Oh, little creatures 
in a world so wild! God save their tender lives, 
their feeble breath, and help us build for each a 
Nazareth! 











hand, he is a most ungrateful and rebellious son who 
has defrauded his Father and ignored his obligations 
in the world. Compare the parables in Luke: 15. 

Verse 12~—This is the sign. Not- merely the babe 
or the swaddling clothes or the manger, but all three. 
A baby is a common enough sight. So are swaddling 
clothes. But to find a newborn infant lying in a 
trough from which: the cattle had been: driven away 
to make room for him was a sight sufficiently infre- 
quent as to constitute properly a sign: Swaddling. 
This Old English word is from the same ‘Anglo-Saxon 
root as “swathe,” which means to wrap’ round: We 
all begin and end our days in swaddling clothes: And 
the Lord Jesus Christ was no exception. 


Verse 14.—Glory to God. God’s glory is most won- 
derfully seen in sending peace upon the earth. All 
that was happening that night was by way of prepara- 
tion for sending a peace that should be lasting because 

upon righteousness. It is_well even with the’ 
Christmas narratives to impress upon the pupils the 
fact that the Incarnation is to bé regarded rather as a 
means to an end than -as an end in itself. “The Son 
of man came. .. to give his life” (Matt. 20: 28). The 
purpose of his birth was his death. Jesus Christ came 
first of all to redeem. It is a helpful Bible study to 
trace out from this point the ever growing revelation 
of the way by which peace has been made right up to 
the event of the cross. ae 

_ Verse 15.—The shepherds said , .. Let us go. After 
vision, action. This is the right order of doing. Con- 
sider the shepherds’ faith,— first receptive, secondly 
effective. Compare the Collect in the Book of. Com- 
mon Prayer: “Grant that we both perceive and know 
what things we ought to do, and also may have grace 
and power faithfully to fulfill the same” (Collect for 
the first Sunday after Epiphany). 


Verse 16.—They came ... and found. Thus their 
faith was confirmed. And, what was more important, 
the faith of Mary. and Joseph must have been con- 
firmed. These two believed that they were: in. the 
pathway of God’s will.. But consider how they had 
suffered. Joseph had risked his all upon a dream. 
Mary had. yielded her all to God’s will. The past 
hours ‘must have been hours of suffering for her, 
both in body and in soul. Now when it is all over 
and the birth has taken place, the soul questionings 
must have tended to recur with more poignant force 
than ever. Just at this moment of need in come these 
rough, simple-hearted men with their story of the 
opened heavens and the midnight brightness. They 
were God’s prophets sent to assure both Joseph and 
Mary that the past months had not been a hideous 
mistake, that they had been guided and led of God, 
and toes God himself had accepted his children’s loving 
sacrifice. 


Verse’ 19.—Mary keptall these sayings. This gives 
a hint as to the measure of relief with which the girl 
had received the message. Therefore it may remind 
us of the blessed fact that the Lord of life and glory 
had entered upon human life through the ordinary 
doorway of conception and birth. By that very fact 
he has consecrated those natural processes forever. 
Every baby has had: a new significance and a new 
fe iia ever since the birth of the Babe of Beth- 
ehem. 


A Lesson Outline 
1. Helplessness of childhood 
2.. Sacredness of childhood 


3. The self-identification of the Lord Jesus with 
childhood 


Golden Topics 


1. Fhe meaning of childhood—Unlike the young 
of any other created being: of which we have: any 
knowledge, the human infant spends the first years 
of its life in utter ‘dependence upon others. This 
means that no one can ever come to maturity without 
obligations to the past. The race is bound together 
by unescapable obligations. But also this fact is full 
of significance for the parents. The prolonged help- 
lessness of the little ones is designed to evoke especial 
love and care on the parents’ part. As a matter of 
fact, it generally has that effect. Ties spring up be- 
tween children and parents that are not merely physi- 
cal but spiritual. Indeed, with the passing of the 
years, the vhysical ties become loosened, but with 
wise parenthood the very loosening of these ties goes 
on side by side with the tightening of those ties that 
are spiritual. 


2. The Incarnation has set a new value upon child- 
hood.—Because the Son of God has passed th ouch 





° 



































Lesson for December 22 


the stage of helpless’ babyhood,. therefore all baby- 
hood_has become invested with a new sacredness. From 
this there has sprung up a whole set of agencies de- 
signed to help in the realization of the Christian ideal 
for the conditions under which babies are born and 
live. Infant welfare clinics care for the bodies of the 
little ones, while we in our Sunday-school work are 
doing something toward caring for their souls. Every 
movement that has for its object the doing of good 
to children must be according to the mind of Christ. 
And this is; in the last analysis, the great argument 
for, and justification of, the Prohibition movement. 
If anyone has suffered fromthe evils of the drink 
traffic it has been children. -Anything that strikes at 
this evil- is therefore directly doing welfare work for 
them. But the Christian will not be content merely 
with such ameliorative efforts as these just considered. 
He will also see to it most strictly that: his’ own 
life and example are such that no stumblingblock is 
placed in the way of children by him. His attitude 
toward questionable amusements will be conditioned 
not simply by what is best. for himself, but by what 
the fact of his example in these respects may be upon 
children who know him and who will follow his ways 
and find -justification for their own doings in his 
example (see 1 Cor. 8: 12, 13). 


Final Word 


We praise Thee, Lord, for this Thy great provision 
For our great need,— Thy strong Deliverer - sent. 
Lo, unto us: this day is born a Saviour, 
And on His. shoulder is the government. 


Tunsrivce WELLS, ENG. 
we 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of: providing these questions is an_ unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of ~ 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and an 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. . Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers.of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as givén in the following issue? 


W. Lloyd. 


HY ,d0 we associate the little child with Christ- 
mas! 

2. What place did Christ give the child in his kingdom? 

3. What did he say concerning the adult’s attitude 
toward children? oy 

4. What was Christ’s model of true greatness in his 
kingdom ? 

5. How did Christ himself treat little children? 

6. What is said of Christ himself as a child? 

7. In what respect do we need to guard ourselves in 
p= | of Christmas as especially associated with the 
cni Fy 

8. What is the fundamental significance of Christmas? 

9. What was the greatest boon the coming of Christ 
brought to the world? 

10. What declaration of Christ clearly shows that his 
coming was to put greater value upon life? 

11. What term did Christ use to show the life he 
came to give would be a full life? 

12. To what greaf human passion did the coming of 
Christ give new dignity, new power and glory? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the. preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MATERIALS: Get pictures of as many babies 
and tiny children of. the church as you can.- Dis- 
play them in some way., Make a regular Christ- 
mas art gallery of them. 





KNOW every one of you is interested in this dis- 
play. today. These are our babies and wee folk. 
. We love them. Jesus Christ loves them more than 
we'do, ‘He wants every one.of- them to know him 
‘as their Saviour just as soon as they are old enough 
to understand. He wants them while they are little 
children, with their’ hearts and minds simple and 
trustful. 2° 

Mothers and fathers, are you going to be true to 
your trust and teach these babies the way of salva- 
tion? -Brothers and sisters, are -you willing to help 
each -little child to learn about the Lord Jesus? 
Sunday-school teachers, what about you? As each 
child comes into your class, will you see that the 
way of salvation is made plain? Do you know that 
God is going to hold us here responsible for these 
children? Not one should be lost. 

There was a woe pronounced against anyone who 
put an offense or an occasion of stumbling in the way 
of one of these little ones. At this time when we are all 
thinking of the Christ Child who came to Bethlehem, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for the 

year may be had trom The Sunday School Times Company, 

323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


Fourth Quarter 


4. October 27—The Christian View of Recreation. 
Jer. 31 : 12, 13; Zech. 8:5; Matt. 11 : 16-19; Mark 
2: 18-28; 6: 30-32; John 2: 1-11. 
for Rightful . Authority 
Sunday). Mark 12 :.13-17; 
Rom, 13: 1-14; 1 Pet. 2: 13-17. 
6. November 10.—World Peace Through Mutual 
Understanding. Isa. 2: 2-4; 11 :6-10; 19 : 23-25; 
Acts 17 : 22-28; Eph. 4: 4-6, 13-19; John 4: 20, 21. 
7. November 17.—Living With People of Other Races 
Ruth 1: 1-18; John 4: 5-10; Acts 10:1 to 11 : 18; 
Rom. 1:34; Gal. 3 : 28, 20. 
8 November 24.—The Higher. Patriotism. The Book of Jonah, 
9. December 1.—The Christian Home in a Modern 
World. Deut. 6 : 3-9; Matt. 19 : 3-9; Luke 2 : 40-52; 
24 : 28-32; Eph. 6: 1-9; 2 Tim. 1 : 3-5; 3: 14, IS. 
. December 8.—Helping Neighbors in Need. 
Matt. 25:: 31-46; Luke 10 : 25-37; Jas. 1:27; 2: 
. December i5.—The Christian Spirit in Industry. 
Exod. 1 : 8-14; 20:17; Deut. 24:14, 15; Amos 
5 : 6-15; -Zech. 8:16, 17; Matt. 20:1-16; Mark 
12: 1-9; Luke 3:14; Eph. 6: 5-9; 1 Tim. 6: 17-19. 
December 22.—The Child in a Christian World 
(Christmas Lesson). Matt. 18: 1-6; Mark 9 : 36, 
37, 42; 10: 13-16; Luke 2: 1-20. 
. December 29.—Fellowship Through Worship. Neh. 
8:1-12; Micah 4:1, 2; Psa. 122: 1-9; Matt. 28: 
- 18-20; Heb. 10: 19-25. 


5: November 3.—Respect 
(World’s Temperance 


14-17- 


First Quarter 


. January 5.—Childhood of Jesus ..... Matt. 1:1 to 2:23 
2. January 12.—Baptism and Temptation of Jesus. 

Matt. 3:1 to4:a1 
. January i9—Jesus Begins His Ministry ..Matt. 4 : 12-25 
. January 26.—Standards of the Kingdom ..Matt. 5 : 1-48 
. February 2.—Putting God’s Kingdom First. Matt. 6 : 1-34 
. February 9.—Warnings and Promises (Temperance 

Lesson) Matt. 7: 1-29 

. February 16—Jesus Healing and Helping 

Matt. 8:1 to 9: 34 


-_ 
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may we not, with God’s help, resolve to make this a 
Christian world, as far as we are responsible, for 
these children of our own church? y 
Mopesto, Cat. 
* 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


When We’re All Children.—This is the sign unto 
you: Ye shall find a babe wrapped in swaddling clothes 
(v. 12). This is the sign of Christmas and why the 
Wise Men from the East came to Jerusalem (Matt. 
2:2). This is the “Gum Shoe” season. More sneakin’ 
in and around the house than the underworld ever 
dreamed of. It is the season of the perfect or near 
perfect behavior. Now is the time to read Riley’s 
“Just afore Christmas I’m as good as good can be.” 
In Sunday-schools we are going down on the Christ- 
mas music and the youngsters are trying not to forget 
their “pieces.” The rewards have all been arranged 
and the boxes of candy are on the premises. And by 
the way, let us say that if the company present should 
prove more than expected and there is a run out, no 


one will be more disappointed than the grown-ups.” 


Simply because at Christmas time grown-ups swing 
back to childhood. Grandmother plays with the dolls 
and it is Granddad (or Dad) who breaks the mechan- 
ical toys. There. are two times in the year when men 
are again “kids.” The college or school reunion is 
one, and Christmas is the other. These Wise Men 
started this journey to the swaddling clothed baby, and 
even our Hebrew and our No-Religion fellow citizens 
give “Christmas presents”! Who would have matters 
otherwise! - One of the reasons there are no old folks 
in the Sunday-schools’is because when yeu are in the 
Sunday-school game you are a regular Peter Pan, 
you just can’t grow up. Just watch yourself this 
week and see what a youngster you will prove to be. 


Heathendom and Girl Babies.—And they came with 
haste, and found .. . the babe (v. 16). There is 
nothing sweeter and lovelier in this world than little 
girls. Yet.in lands where Christ has not yet come 
girls are-a misfortune in a family: There is a pretty 
little Oriental girl, now a young lady, who calls me 
her “Uncle Billy.” Lovely and petite as she is, she 
has never been kissed and fondled by any of her own 
family. If she is ever gathered up and caressed it 
will have to be by her Christian sweetheart — if she 
has one. “When a girl is born the four walls weep,” 
is a Russian proverb. “I asked the father of the little 
Japanese girl, “Togo, is it true that you have never 
petted that sweet little daughter of yours?” “That 
is so,” he replied, “we Japanese do not kiss.” Mos- 
lems herd their girls for the harems (or used to). 
The Hindus use them for child wives. In heathendom 
there is no equivalent for a Christmas. It is only in 


lands where Christ is known that boys and girls have 
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come. into their own. Old folks, too, for that. matter. 
Heathendom has no. use for the infirm and aged. 


With Dr. Kelly of Baltimore.—Mary kept all these 
sayings, pondering them in her heart (v. 19). Speak- 
ing of woman and “pondering sayings,’ I have: just 
been listening to an address by Dr. Howard A. Kelly, 
the famous specialist of Baltimore. His subject was 
“Luke the Physician.” He showed how every event 
of importance recorded in the Book of Luke, from the 
announcement of the coming birth of John the Baptist 
to Elisabeth to the announcement of the resurrection 
at the tomb on the first Easter morn, had been con- 
fided to a woman. This was because of woman’s faith, 
which is the cardinal principle of Christianity. Dr. 
Kelly showed that the men were always doubters, 
beginning with Zacharias (Luke 1:20). “That is 
the way, with men,” said the doctor with a smile. 
But there is no trusting and believing storehouse like 

woman’s heart. - While we had Dr. Kelly on tap (and 
Sew many great and crowded doctors would leave 
their work and go a hundred miles to an upstate 
church to make a half-hour address to a bunch of 
country elders!) we asked him questions. One of 
which was in relation to that of the Virgin Birth 
which seems to trouble some people. Here was one 
of the greatest physicians in the whole world, and 
he said he had no trouble in understanding how that 
could be. Our subject today is “The Child in a 
Christian World.” In that part of the Christian world 
I know, the child -is the center. If you don’t believe 
it, suppose you take a look at our modern school 
houses with one eye and your school tax notice with 
the other eye! All these things in the Christian 
world that glorify babyhood, childhood, and manhood 
were hid in the heart of the mother from whence came 
Him who is the source, even though she never knew 
all that was there. There are lots of things stored 
away in that part of us we call “the heart” that we 
some day are surprised to find there, and we wonder 
how they got: there. Listen to how the Holy Spirit 
warns in Proverbs 4: 23. 


CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully_a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. -The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means ‘that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full-months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of La B arg text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
epociedy desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
neede: 


Two Prayers.—Except ye turn, and become as lit- 
tle children, ye shall in no wise enter into the kingdom 
of heaven (Matt: 18:3). 


Last night my little boy 
Confessed to me 
Some childish wrong ; 
And kneeling at my knee 
He prayed with tears: 
“Dear God, make me a man, 
Like Daddy — wise and strong; 
I know You can.” 
Then while he slept 
I knelt beside his - bed, 
Confessed my sins, 
And. prayed with low-bowed head, 
“O God, make me a child, 
Like my child, here — 
Pure, guileless, 
Trusting Thee with faith sincere.” 


—From-Federation News: Sent by-Emma S. Keller, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. . 


The Invitation.—Except ye turn, and become as 
little children, ye shall ii no'wise enter (Matt. 18:3). 
Moody--was once’ speaking about the Marriage Supper 
of the Lamb, and. made: it very ‘realistic. - He im- 
agined himself receiving the letter of invitation, -break- 
ing the seal, removifig the outer envelope, the inner 
one, and getting dowm to the card.. -He read out the 
invitation, then made as’ if writing an answer on the 
wall. -He read it-aloud.- It was directed “To the 
King of Heaven,” and it ended, “I pray that I may 
be excused.” “Who will sign that letter,” he asked, 
“and send it up to God?” The great audience was 
still, Then Moody wrote on the wall another letter, 
closing with the words, “I hasten to say, by the grace 
of God, I will be there.” “Who will sign that letter,” 
the evangelist asked, “and send it up to God?” There 
was a_pause,; and then a small childish voice replied, 
“Mr. Moody, I will sign it."—From The Christian 
Herald. Sent by Albert Mygatt, Spencer, S. D. 


Two Princes.—There was no room for them in the- 
inn (Luke 2:7). When George V was crowned king, 
his eldest son went to the old Welsh castle of Car- 
narvon to be received as Prince of Wales. Accom- 
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panied by David Lloyd George, greatest 
of living Welshmen, he approached the 


castle door. All within was still. The 
door was closed and barred. He knocked, 
but there was no answer. He knocked 


the third time and the bar was drawn, 
the door was flung wide, and, as. he en- 
tered, the castle was glorious with light 
and the hall vocal with song. The Prince 
had come unto his own, and his own re- 
ceived him with singing welcome. It 
was not so with the Prince of Peace. He 
came unto his own and his own received 
him not. He was in the world and the 
world was made by him and the world 
knew him not—From The King’s Busi- 
ness. Sent by Howard M. Green, Hor- 
nell, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


In the Birthday Book.—There is born 
to you this day ...a Saviour (Luke 2: 
11). A gentleman visiting a friend for 
the first time had not long been 
seated when the little daughter brought 
out her birthday book. ‘Turning over 
the leaves from January 1, he read the 
names of many of her friends. When he 
came to December 25 he fourid one line 
carefully written, “Dear Jesus Christ.” 
‘But, Mary,” said. the gentleman, “this 
is only for names of. your friends.” Look- 
‘ing up into his face, her face flushing 
with joy, “Why, Jesus,” she quietly re- 
‘plied, “is my very best and dearest Friend, 
and that is the nicest birthday of all the 
‘year.”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
ichke. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


Which Peace Lasts?—On earth peace 
‘among men in whom he is well pleased 
(Luke 2:14). Ona house near Durham 
chere is a Latin inscription to the effect 
chat it was built “in the year 1697 of 
the peace of the Gospel, and in the first 
year of the peace of Ryswick.” The lat- 
ter is almost forgotten now, but,'as Ma- 
cauley points out, it was considered most 
vital and permanent at the time; trade 
revived, the army was to be disbanded, 
and a happier age inaugurated. All in 
vain. The treaty proved ere long an idle 
basis of ‘peace. For only the peace of 
the Gospel abides —From the Sunday at 
Home—Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


Moo Dee.—Suffer the little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto me 
(Golden Text). In far-away China a 
young father brought his baby son to 
the missionary to be christened and dedi- 
cated to the Lord. He asked that the 
name “Moo Dee” be given the child. The 
missionary had never heard a Chinese 
name like that, and questioned the father 
about its origin. “I have heard d€ great 
man who love Jesus and obey his words,” 
he replied. “Missionary call him 
‘Moody.’ In our language ‘Moo’ means 
‘love’ and ‘Dee’ means ‘God.’ Want my 
child, too, love God and keep his com- 
mandments.” God grant that we may 
all so “Moo Dee” that all may see by our 
lives that we are indeed his followers.— 
From the Christian Herald. Sent by J. 
A. Clark, Hempsteads, Bacup, Eng. 


“If Mamma Isn’t.”—Suffer the little 
children, and forbid them not, to come 
unto me (Golden Text). The wife of a 
prominent lawyer who had been under 
deep conviction for several days gave the 
following account of her conversion, at 
our prayer-meeting. “Last eveni my 
little girl came to me and said, ‘Mafmma, 
are you a Christian?’ ‘No, Fannie, I am 
not.” She turned and went away, and as 
she walked. off I heard her say, ‘Well, 
if Mamma isn’t a Cthistian, I don’t want 
to be one.’ And I tell.you, my friends, 
it went right to my heart, and I then 
gave myself to Christ."—From roo Great 
Texts. Sent by William S. Bowden, New 
Albany, Ind, 


J 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


| A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
‘how may we tell thee of our gratitude for 
the coming of the Child Jesus into the 
tworld? In these days of remembrance of 
his coming, we would humble ourselves be- 
fore thee, and we would be reminded of 
what a dark and empty world this would be 
t 
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without him. Help us to have the child- 
like heart, and at this glad time do all that 
we can to gladden the hearts of the chil- 
dren all about us, whether they be of few 
years or many, Thou knowest that we are 
all like children in thy sight, in our need 
and our helplessness, and as we look up to 
thee today we ask thee to make us very sen- 
sitive and tender toward the needs of the 
childhood of the world. in remembrance of 
the little Child of Bethlehem. We ask it 
in his dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Is there anything 
more appealing and beautiful than a 
little child newly arrived in this crowded 
world? Look into his eyes, and think 
what those eyes will see. -Look at his 
hands, and imagine the work that they 
will do. How much the little child has 
to learn, and see, and do as time goes 
on! There is a beautiful picture by 
Watts, in the Tate Gallery in London, 
of the boy Jesus in the carpenter shop. 
He is standing by a bench with tools 
about him. A nail has just wounded his 
hand, and the wound has let a little 
blood fall upon one of his bare feet. 
Mary is kneeling beside him, and Joseph 
is bending over him with sympathy, as 
they attend to his hurt, and there is a 
far-away look in his eyes, but at the 
same time he is a real boy, looking at 
his wounded hand, — the hands that were 
wounded on Calvary for you and me! It 
is he who has made hearts glad and free 
because of his salvation. It is he who 
leads us in our leadership of the child in 
a world that is-by no means Christian, 
but in which all of us, younger or older, 
need the Lord Jesus. Let us give him a 
new loyalty, @ unreserved love and 
faithfulness, as we think of all he has 
done for us. Let us pray. . 





THE CHILD 


LED {9 CHRIST 
HOW AM I HELPING ? 














Lessson Hymns 


“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing.” 

“It Came upon the Midnight Clear.” 
“Joy to the World.” 

“Silent Night, Holy Night.” 

“O Come, All Ye Faithful.” 

“The First Nowell.” 

“As with Gladness Men of. Old.” 





This Week’s Teaching Principle 
By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education 
at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF CONCENTRA- 
TION.—Organize the lesson around 
one central and important truth 
whenever possible. 





ECAUSE the idea of Christmas has 
always been “organized around one 
central and important .truth,” it seems 
best to stress this fact here, even though 
the Committee has suggested another, 
which, though important, is secondary 
entirely to the outstanding truth of 
Christmas. It is blessedly true that for- 
ever with this happy time of the year has 
been and may be associated the kindlier 
attitude toward the little child, which 
came in with that first Christmascide. 
But it is only as we apprehend the greater 
truth, the fundamental truth of this 
blessed season, that the other can have 
meaning. The message of Christmas is 
not, ‘Unto us.a child is born,” but “Unto 
you is born this day in the city of David 
a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
It is because the Child who was born 
is the one whose “name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace” that every other little child 
may bask in the radiance of his birth and 
‘share in the happiness that his coming 
radiated into a world far too dark yet 
with injustice and unkindness toward 
these little ones for whom Christ died. 
“A Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.” 
Let this be the keynote of our teaching; 
for this will put meaning into the fact 
that in the long ago Some One took lit- 
tle children in his arms and blessed them 
— it was the Saviour, which was Christ 
the Lord. It will give new import to an 
illustration a Teacher used in teaching 
his followers on a noteworthy occasion, 
for it was the One who “came not to be 
ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give his life a ransom for many.” It will 
add a new weight of authority to a with- 
ering rebuke of those who cause the little 
ones to stumble; for it was uttered by 
Him, who, though he came to earth as 
a little child, will one day sit upon the 
throne of his glory as the Judge of. men. 
In short, we shall understand better the 
place of the child in our world as we see 
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“Ring Out the Good News, Ye Christmas Bells” 
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clearly once again that in so far as the 
world is Christian it is because He who 
came as a child was from all eternity 
more than a. child. 


Huntinopon, Pa, 
ve 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


. How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Loving little children. 
2. Learning from little children. 
3. Leading little children. 


‘¢— SUPPOSE -my favorite pleasure 

would be cooking dainty things and 
caring for little children,” was one an- 
swer given in reply to the question, 
“What is your favorite pleasure?” given 
to about forty high school girls, lately. 
It was only one of a number of questions 
given to discover the inner ideals and 
ambitions of the girls, and this reply 
was made by one of the sturdiest and 
finest in the number. 

Perhaps had one-question been, “Do you 
love little children?” the greac majority 
would have replied “Yes,” for the love 
of little children is so universally God- 
placed in the heart of womanhood that 
only those girls warped by the compiex- 
ities of modern high-cost living would 
reply any other way. Another of those 
questions was, “Who is your favorite in 
your own family?” and many named a 
small sister or brother as her special 
“pet.” Ask your girls what they expect 
to be the happiest part of this Christmas 
— will not many reveal that it is making 
and seeing children happy that makes 
Christmas happiest? Have you some 
plan under way to help your girls find 
this true Christmas joy? 


2. But it-is not so easy to learn from 
little children as to love them, and we 
must try to help our girls do the second 
as constantly as they naturally do the 
first. Christmas is a very fruitful sea- 
son for such a delightful form of learn- 
ing, for children display their inmost 
hearts when they are happiest. Suggest 
to your girls that they keep mental notes 
during this coming week of the various 
traits of childhood in general, and also 
of some one child whom thev love. Watch 
every act, listen-to every word and tone, 
note even the inconscious gestures, smiles, 
and frowns, for to the thinking observer 
everything about a little child reveals 
some characteristic, which, if known, 
helps largely in understanding that child, 
and so in helping him to a right growth. 
It is such a fascinating study —this of 
learning from children concerning them- 
selves — that it is hard to realize that it 
is also a very scientific one. Any girl 
of yours who hopes to teach or mother 
children in the coming years will find 
herself with a good foundation toward 
her chosen calling if she will cultivate 
this habit. Even pictures of children 
teach us much about them, if they are 
true to child-life, and who does not love 
these pictured little ones almost as much 
as the flesh-and-blood ones? Who can 
think of a Christmas picture without a 
child in it, somewhere? 

But. we learn far more from little 
children than just the psychology of 
childhood. It was the Lord himself who 
taught us that “a little child shall lead,” 
and who “set him [a little child] in the 
midst”..of his group of disciples from 
whom they were to learn how to enter 
his kingdom. It was he also who quoted 
from his own Scriptures (Psa. 8), “Out 
of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou 
has perfected praise” (Matt. 21: 16). 
We have nearly all to learn from children 
concerning the truly spiritual life. So, 
if. we would obey him in letting these 
little ones come unto him through our 
leadership, then we must learn from them 
how best to do this, perhaps the most 
beautiful part of the glorious work he 
has given his followers to do for him. 

Every girl of yours is in truth a leader 
of some kind for some child, or children 
(for we who are older than they make 
the atmosphere of the world in. which 
they are growing up), and the lind. she 
is depends upon two things: how closely 























Lesson tor Lecember 22 


she is following the, Great Leader and 
Teacher, Jesus Christ; whose birth as 
a human child makes. Christmas for all 
children, and how much she loves and 
understands little children. 


Home Study 

If you do not already. know “by heart” 
Luke’s and Matthew’s stories of the baby- 
hood of the Lord Jesus memorize them as 
your special gift to him, this Christmas 
season (Luke 2: 7-20, and Matt. 2: 1-12). 
If these are already your own treasures, 
then memorize what Christ said: -about 
children (Matt. 18: 2-6). 

Rasun Gap, Ga. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD Luke 2: 1-20. The story of the 

first Christmas!. Ask:the class to 
think for a minute how it. would seem 
for the whole world to have no Christ- 
mas. And yet until the birth of one 
little Baby, something over nineteen hun- 
dred years ago, the world had no Christ- 
mas Day. . 

Help the children to see that the true 
meaning of Christmas has to do with 
the coming of the Christ Child, and let 
all.of the lesson center around him. 

Way back in the beginning God had 
planned to send his Son to be the world’s 
Saviour. .Then he promised the chosen 
people that. the Saviour should be born 
- in Bethlehem, the town where David, 
their beloved king, was born. 

When God’s time came for his Son to 
be born into the world, his chosen peo- 
ple were serving a heathen king. One 
day the king commanded all the people 
to go to the town where their fore- 
fathers had been born and enroll for 
taxing. The young woman whom the 
Lord had chosen to be the mother of 
his Son lived in Galilee, but she and 
her husband were both of the house of 
David, so they came to Bethlehem. On 
that very night the little Christ Child 
was born, and brought to the world the 
first Christmas. 

It was many years later that little chil- 
dren began to hang up their stockings 
and have Christmas trees. Yet it was 
the little Baby in Bethlehem who brought 
all the real joy and gladness the world 
has ever known. Perhaps no one in 
Bethlehem knew of his coming. The lit- 
tle town was full of people who had come 
to be enrolled. The inn was full, and 
perhaps because Mary and Joseph were 
very poor people no one tried to make 
room for them, and they ,had to spend 
the night in. a stable where oxen were 
fed. So the little heavenly Child spent 
his first night on earth in a manger or 
feed trough. The people he had come to 
save were thinking of their own comfort 
and were busy with their own plans. If 
they thought at all of the Deliverer God 
had promised, they would think of a 
strong, soldier-like man, riding a great 
prancing horse, leading a victorious army 
against their enemies the Romans. Few 
would have noticed the little Baby in 
the manger. é 

But out by a sheepfold near Pethlehem 
some humble men were watching their 
sheep. Perhaps they sat around a brush- 
wood fire, and talked: together of the 
Coming One who had been: promised so 
long ago. The Great King sent a~special 
messenger to tell these shepherds about 
the birth of his Son. All-at once. they 
saw a beautiful bright light, much lighter 
than the light from their fire, because 
it was a light from Heaven. And be- 
fore them stood a messenger from God 
himself. 

These shepherds were brave men. If 
a bear, a pack of wolves, or even a lion 
had tried to get into their sheepfold, they 
would not have been afraid, but would 
have chased them away or killed them. 
Yet, no doubt, every one of them fell 
on his face before the heavenly visitor. 
But the angel spoke very kindly to the 
frightened men, telling them not to be 
afraid, as he had come to bring the very 
best news they had ever heard, and it 
was for everybody. Then the angel told 
of the little Lord Jesus who had been 


born that very night in the city of David, | a beautiful Christmas carol of glory to 
the God who gave the Saviour, and of 
peace to the people whom he had come A L 
to save. The wondering.shepherds looked | enough, they found the Baby King lying 
These signs would lead ; and listened, but we doubt if they said 
anything to the strange visitors. We be- 
lieve they bowed their heads and wor- | 
shiped the God who had fulfilled his | 


to be the world’s Saviour, and he told 
them that they would find the Baby 
wrapped in a baby’s usual clothing, lying 
in a manger. 
them to the right Baby. 

About: this. time a great number of 
angels came down to the earth, and sang 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


711 


promise. And as soon as the angels went 
ack to Heaven, the believing shepherds 
hurried off to see the Baby. And, sure 





in a manger, just as the angels had said. 
Then they told. others about the Lord's 

wonderful messengers, and_ especially 

(Continued on page 714) 

















Wherein true love is fully satis- 
fied by a sermon over the air 





Romance in Radio 


An advertisement written by 


the Rev. Donald Grey Barnhouse 








Some people steel their hearts against the Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. This is a story—a true story—that 
tells how the Word of God got into a heart that had been 


closed for years. 


Mary and John were engaged to be married. John 
used to take Mary to church every Sunday. After the 
services, in the evening, as they went home, they talked 
about their dreams for the future as thousands of young 
couples have done. 


They were married. John stopped going to church 
almost immediately. Mary had not known enough about 
the deep things of the Christian life, perhaps, to find out 
if John were really born again. He was such a fine man, 
with such a splendid character. This, coupled with the 
fact that he went to church so often, had led her to believe 
that everything was for the best in the best of worlds. Now 
she went to church alone. Grief was in her heart. John 
didn’t like to talk about it, and grew petulant when he was 
asked to accompany her. 


Years passed. Mary now waeat-to church with the 
children, and she sent them to Sunday School. John never 
went. He didn’t even go at Christmas or Easter any 
more. Mary did not talk to John about it any more, for 
she wanted quietness in the home, but her heart was heavy 
and she prayed that God would in some way work. She 
left books, tracts and religious papers lying around, but 
John never touched them. 

About a year ago, Mary learned of the half-hour broad- 
cast of the Gospel over the network of the Columbia 
Broadcasting System. Whether she got her first news of 
it from the very first announcement which appeared in the 
Sunday School Times, or whether she came upon one of 
the sermons by “‘accident,”” as she turned the dials of her 
radio, we do not know. At any rate, the weekly sermon 
on Sunday afternoon became a regular part of the program 
in that home. At first John did not like it. He walked 
out of the room when the first sermons came into his parlor. 
‘Then, after a few weeks, he sat still in the room, but very 
much. engrossed in his reading of newspaper, magazine, or 
book. But Mary. began to notice that John did not turn 
any pages while the sermon was going 


the supper table shortly after the broadcast was ended. 
The children were away at college and school. John and 
Mary were alone. John waited until Mary was occupied 
with something that demanded her attention so that she 
would not be looking at him when he said, quietly, ‘I am 
going to church with you tonight, Dear.” 

Now John went to church with Mary every Sunday. The 
pastor is a faithful servant of the Lord in a small church with 
many earnest Christians. One evening, shortly after John 
had begun church life after an absence of many, many 
years, the pastor preached a definite Gospel sermon and 
announced at the close that the Session would meet at the 
close of the service to talk with any who desired to unite 
with the church. John stayed. He told the pastor and 
the elders that he had accepted Jesus Christ as his own 
personal Saviour while sitting in his parlor in front of his 
radio. The next Sunday John was baptized and witnessed 
a good confession before men as he joined the church on 
confession of faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

Many months have gone by now. Every reader who 
has visited a divided home where one member of the family 
was outside of Christ, can realize the double joy in the 
heart of Mary. Not only is John saved, thus bringing joy 
in the presence of the angels of heaven, but the invisible 
barrier that separated two loving hearts has been broken 
down and a home is re-united in Christ. 

The work of the Nation-wide Gospel Broadcast is the 
most economical way of spreading the Gospel seed that is 
known to me. Many churches spend from twenty-five cents 
to one dollar per sermon per person reached if all the factors 
of expense are considered. Radio officials estimate that 
the stations of the Columbia Chain reach 10,000,000 lis- 
teners. To be conservative, let us divide these figures by 
three. This would still mean that every dollar reaches 
over three thousand people with the Gospel. Only two 
people have given a sum sufficient to pay for one whole 
sermon—eleven hundred and ten dollars each week. But 
thousands of people last year made it possible for these 
messages to go out into homes, hospitals, hotels, jails, 
convents, stores and schools and maybe other places 

that we do not know. These thou- 
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HIS long-established and well-grounded organization, founded and conducted for the sole purpose 

of training young mm and young women in the knowledge of the Bible and all kinds of Christian 

service, is a definite, thoroughly practical aid in meeting the constantly growing demand for leaders 
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; and the World’s Fundamentals 
Convention at the great Bible 
Institute of Los Angeles. See- 


Yosemite, Los Angeles, 
Grand Canyon, Pike's 


325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 
Gentlemen: Please send me at 
come a member of this great 
pilgrimage. 


Address 
Ch 


once full details how I may be- 
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For Primary Teachers 
(Continued from page 711) 
about the dear little Baby who was their 
long promised Saviour. Everybody won- 
dered at the news, but Mary.was very 
quiet, and kept it all in her heart. 
The shepherds went back to their work, 
singing glad songs of praise to God. 
Let the children sing their favorite 
Christmas carol. 
Curnton, S. C. 
ve 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Christ’s gifts to youth. 
Discussion: Make many additions to 
the list of gifts below—they are limit- 
less. 
Objective: Recognizing and acknowl- 
edging the hand of Christ upon a fel- 
low’s world today. 











AY, fellows, I do not know just what 
the Lesson Committee bad in mind 
when they gave this Christmas lesson 
the’ title, “The Child in a Christian 
World.” They could not have been 
thinking of the world at large, for this 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





THE CHILD IN A CHRISTIAN 
WORLD 

















VS. geil. ¥ 








planet world of ours can hardly be called 
“A Christian World.” It would be flat- 
tery to call it even one-third Christian. 
Maybe they were thinking of your litile 
world and mine —that is, the world we 
personally know, with the Christian 
home, to begin with; Christian parents; 
the ever present Bible, the Sunday-school 
and chutch, and all in a Christian com- 
munity. All right, we shall assume that 
is what they meant, or a part of-it,-and 
proceed to get our lesson thought,. ap- 
propriate to the season. Surely it is a 
big enough thought for us to stop and: 
consider on this accepted anniversary ‘of 
our Saviour’s birth. 

If you were paying your respects to 
some person upon his birthday anniver- 
sary — one who had done you some great 
kindness —it would bé quite in order for 
you to mention that kindness, and I am 
quite sure it would please your benefac- 
tor. Let us therefore think of some of 
the good things added to your child- 
hood and mine for which the coming of 
Jesus Christ is directly responsible. We 
shall look into the Master’s face and, with 
all the grace we can summon, thank him 
for them—today, on his birthday. Of 
course, the paramount gift_of Christ is 
salvation, but there are many subsidiary 
and. accompanying blessings. : 

1. Christian parents. Have you ever 
stopped to think what it means that you 
were given Christian parents? Listen to 


the tone and watch the flashing eye of - 


any man who says, “I had a Christian 
father and mother.” The coming of 
Jesus Christ is responsible for that. 

2. A Christian home. e« It means much 
—more than one can estimate—to be 


reared in a home where Jesus Christ is |. 


known and loved and served. It puts 
something into a fellow that stands by 
him in after years, even though for a 
time he may go far afield. It is like 
a magnet, always drawing him back to 
God.. The coming of Jesus Christ is 
responsible for that. 


3. The whole Bible. Your Bible is 
not only one of history and prophecy and 
law; but it is also one of fulfillment. The 
Lord Jesus came and interpreted God’s 
dealings with his people, the law, and the 
prophets, and fulfilled the promise of a 
Redeemer. You have a complete Bible. 
‘an coming of Christ is responsible for 
that. 


4. The Christian Church, with its sim- 
ple worship of God, its teachings of the 
Lord Jesus and the principles he has laid 
down for practical living, its wide open 
avenues of service giving every one an 
interesting task—a task that is a priv- 
ilege. Would you be willing to own 
property in, or live in a community where 
there were no Christian churches? The 
coming of Christ is responsible for the 
church you have, as a Christian. 


5. Hospitals. Have you been desper- 
ately ill and needed the care and attention 
that only an up-to-date hospital can give? 
The coming of Christ gave to civilization 
its hospitals. 

6. Orphans’ homes. Did your parents 
die and leave you homeless and penniless? 
Then you found a home for children thus 
unfortunate, and you were treated kindly 
and educated there, and given a chance 
to become independent. The coming of 
Christ is responsible for that. 

7. Christian schools. If you are for- 
tunate enough to have had your educa- 
tion developed in an institution with 
Christian officers and teachers, teachers 
with faith in the integrity of God’s Word 
and in the claims of Jesus Christ the 
Saviour of the world, the structure of 
your own faith has grown stronger as 
the years have advanced; the teachings 
of your Christian parents have not been 
undermined, and you have a fair, chance 
to build a useful Christian life. The com- 
ing of Christ is responsible for that. 

8. Christian business methods. You 
have come to the world in a day when 
more than ever before in the world’s 
history fair play, good will, co-operation. 
service, and honest work characterize 
business — big business and little. The 
coming of Christ.is responsible for that. 


9. Christian spirit moving toward 





world peace. Whether it comes in your 
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A NEW BIBLE 


The Largest 
Bold Face Type 


Pronouncing Bible in the World 
in the Smallest Bulk 








GENESIS, 22, 


And Abraham reproved K-bim‘é- 

Zs because of a well of water, which’ 

A-bim‘“é-léch’s servants had violently 
taken away. 


An edition specially designed 
to meet modern requirements. 
Printed in a new bold face pro- 
nouncing type selected by typo- 
graphical experts as ideal. 

A Bible essentially practical to 
the smallest details. Made self- 
indexed by the placing of alf 
names of Books at upper outside 
corner of each page. A flick of 
the edges shows the name of the 
Book: All numerals aresin Arabic. 
All chapters- are numbered. con-: 
secutively throughout the Bible, 
thus introducing the most simple 
method of Bible reference. 


GIFT EDITION 
This beautiful Book is a happy 


solution to the gift or reward 
problem. It is printed on the 
finest white Bible paper ever pro- 
duced, smooth in texture and 
perfect in. opacity. It contains: 
16 full e- illustrations in color, por- 

traying actual scenes from the "Holy 
rf 











A new series of questions and their 
answers on the Holy Bible by Dr. 
Massee, formerly of the Boston 
‘Temple. 


Aids to the study of the Bible covering 
many and various subjects and based 
upon the Bible Readers’ Manual by 
Rev. Charles Wright, D.D. 


A special series of colored maps of both 
ancient and modern times. 


Bound in genuine flexible French Mo- 
rocco leather, special linen linings, 
overlapping covers,-red--under gold 
edges, headband and silk marker, gold 
titles stamped on front and spine of 
book, presentation page, boxed. 
Size,.7 1-16 x4%. No” I991C, $3.00. 

DE LUXE GIFT SERIES 

POCKET EDITION 
All the benefits of the bold face 
type in a Bible that is at the same 
time remarkably small and amaz- 
ingly light in weight (only 13 oz.). 

Printed on Original India Paper 

and bound in Genuine Morocco 

Grain Leather, special linen lin- 

ings, overlapping covers, red un- 

der gold edges, headband and silk 
marker, gold titles stamped on 
front and spine. Slips easily into 
the pocket. A gift you can be, 
proud ‘to present. A Book you 
can be proud to own. Boxed. 

No. A199. : $3.75 
Ask your bookseller or denom- 

inational house for this new edi- 

tion, or, if necessary, write direct 
to the publishers. 


Collins Clear Type Press 
286 Fifth Ave., New York 


Publishers of the Bible for more than a century. 
































Lesson for December 22 


ee 3 58 8, 





4 The Prodigal. Gil 
By Grace Livingston Hill 
A father bravely and cleverly brings 


his wayward daughter to the true path 
of happiness. $2.00 


. An 
¥ Interrupted Night 
By Isabella M. Alden (‘‘Pansy’’) 
With a Foreword by Grace Livingston Hill 
WhenDaisy felt mostalone, therecame 
a friend who showed the way to hap- 
piness and a glorious romance. $2.00 


M Out of the Storm 


By Matcia MacDonald 

A bracing and inspiring story of hero- 
ism and spirited youth. 4 illustrations 
by Walter Stewart. $1.75 
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day and mine or not, it is a glorious thing ! 
to see the progress being made toward | 
it. For every thought and act in the | 
direciion of a world at peace the coming 
of Christ is responsible. 

Think on these things for Christmas 
thoughts, fellows. They are some of the 
blessings that have come to brighten your 
youth — have come because Christ Jesus 
came. 

Let us praise him for them today. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
ve 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the lesson of December 15) | 


.1. That God sees and cares about all 
oppression of the worker, whether by the 
individual employer or in the mass by a! 
nation. (See the Book of Amos especially.) 

2. That God holds the employer and the 
employed, both, responsible to the great | 
Master in Heaven. 


3-_Is not the same attitude toward wealth | 
enjoined in Deuteronomy 8: 14-20? 

4. Is not the nineteenth chapter of Leviti- 
cus. strikingly ‘like the twenty-fourth chapter | 
of Deuteronomy ? } 

5. Leviticus 19: 18b—the second of his | 
two “great commandments.” 

6. Because every department of life | 
should be transformed by it. | 
7. By no means. The Bible recognizes | 
the servant’s responsibility also. | 

8. It leads one to do his work with an 
eye to the approval of Christ, and at 





to give better service to his employer. 
9. The Golden Rule. 
10. Loss to both employer and employee. 
11. God. ; 


12. No: it was because he was sorry for 
people who are trying to do their work 
under the burden of unrepented, uncon- 
fessed, and unforgiven sin. We may work 
without laboring. 





Christian Woman 


wanted, experienced in office work, oppor- 
tunities for service with mission. State 
particulars. 


Address, ADVERTISER, 
325 N. 13th Street, Phila., Pa. 


A Book Often Predicted but 
Never Before Produced. See 
page 721. 











Gain— 


Spiritual | 
Strength 





—Through Bible Study 


You will be happier and stronger 
through a study of the great Truths 
of the Bible. It will equip you to 
meet the problems of life... to bea 
leader among your fellow-men. 


The Moody Bible Home Study 
Courses — fourteen in all — train 
you in a complete knowledge of the 
Bible, im personal -soul-winning, and 
in the spreading of God’s word. 45,000 
students have used these inspiring 
study coursesand gained these benefits. 


/ Find out how great your knowled<: 
of the great: k is. Send for our 
free 5-Minute Bible Test, and for 
compiete ‘information about these in- 
expensive, inspiring courses. 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 
: Dept.4509, 153 Institute Place 
Chicago Avenue Station Chicago, Il. 





The Mooiy Bible Institute Correspondence 
Dept. 4509, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago Ave. Sta., Chicago, Il. 


Please send me Free your 5-Minute Bible 
Test, and catalog. No obligation. 


Name. 





Address 











The: Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John Ww. Lane, Jr. 1 





Dec. 29. Youth’s Needs That Christ Can Meet. 
Matt. 4: 1-11; Heb. 4: 14-16, 

Jan. 5. Why Pray for Others? . Acts 2: 39; 
Jas. 1: 5-7. (Consecration Meeting.) 

Jan. 12. How Can Nations Practice the 
Golden Rule? Matt. 7 : 12; 20 : 20-28. 





Sunday, December 22 
How Christmas Sets the Whole World 
Singing 
(Luke 2: 1-14) 





Mon.—Song of Redemption (Rev. 5 : 8-14). 
Tues.—Song of Peace (Psa. 122: 1-9). 
Wed.—Song of Love (1 Cor. 13 : 1-13). 
Tkurs.—Song of Praise (Psa. 100 : 1-6). 
Fri—Songs in the Heart (Eph. 5 : 18-20). 
Sat—Song of Victory (Rev. 7 : 9-17). 











What is your favorite Christmas song? 
Why? 

What is there about Christmas that makes 
people sing? 

Why use song in praising God? 


OME one has said that. music is ‘the 

language of Heaven. Truly God’s 
Word would seegato bear this out, tor 
in the glimpse it gives us of that blessed 
place where God is, invariably we find 
the angelic hosts and the redeemed p-ais- 
ing God in song. No doubt this is the 
great reason why Christmas time is a 
time of song and praise, for especially 
then does the Christian world remember 
how Heaven came down to earth when 
the Lord of glory was made man. That 
first Christmas night was a time of song 
and praise, beginning with the angelic 
chorus, “Glory. to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward 
mer.” And ever since, as tbeir hearts 
have swelled up with gratitude in re- 
membrance of God’s great Gift, men have 
broken forth into songs and hymns of 
praise for God’s goodness and mercy and 
salvation. 
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We find no such note in heathenism. 
Confucianism, Buddhism, Mohammedan- 
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Make Yours A MERCY Christmas! 





A CAVE IS THE ONLY HOME OF THESE LEPERS 


R the Christ Child there was NO ROOM in the dwell- 
ings of men. At this season of His Birthday, let us re- 


member those others against whom men have closed their 
doors— the world’s helpless lepers. | 


MULTITUDES YET IN NEED 


“Every night the last sound we heard was the moaning, 
sobbing cry of the sixty homeless lepers outside the gate,” says 
a traveler, speaking of a Leper Hospital which he had recently 
visited. ‘Every morning we looked down upon that same 
crowd lying on the ground.” 





Throughout the world there are many thousands of lepers 
like these ; shall they be saved for lives of Christian usefulness ? 





Follow Christ’s 


Help the American Mission to Lep- 


Command 





_ers, interdenominational and _ interna- 
tional, to ““ CLEANSE THE LEPERS.” 
Through 140 centers’ of mercy in 40 


countries many needy lepers are being 
rescued, 


_Increase your own Christmas joy, 
and put the light of hope into these 





darkened lives by sending a Christmas 


A LEPER BIBLE woman gift today. 


WHAT DOLLARS WILL DO 


$2 a blanket for a leper. 
$5 food for one patient for two months. 
$10 Chaulmoogra oil for two years of weekly treatments, a 
period sufficient to “‘ discharge as cured” a leper in the 
early stages, : 
$40 complete care of one leper for one year, 
$300 a cottage for.six to twelve lepers, 
$500 an out-patient station, to make the new treatments avail-— 
able to the lepers of an entire district. 








Send your contribution to gonad pecasetbeeseneeseoereqeem™ s 
FLEMING H. REVELL, § Enclosed is $..:..-...+. »my Christmas gift : 
: Treasurer F to thé lepers. of this and other lands. 
y 
The American Mission to a i 
Lepers, Inc. ' AME. ccccs §— ccccccccns covccccsccccceessssesseseesevessese® ° 
156 Fifth Ae, Room 1118-S, TEAS 6 RIS ae eC ° 
New York City. : PSRBIE 553 docs cnceee 
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GIFT SUGGESTIONS 


SERIES B. 


Bookmarks Silk Bookmarks 
SERIES B Price, 10c each 
HESE beautiful and er een 
tal u A 
T always usef Assorted colors 


marks are made , velvet 
and felt materials in as- 
sorted colors. Each with 
an attractive painted de. 
sign. Selection of ten 
assorted mottoes. 


‘*WHAT TO READ’’ 


IF you have the blues. 

IF your pocketbook is empty. 

IF people seem unkind. 

IF discouraged about your 
work, 


IF you are all out of sorts. 
IF you he losing confidence 


A very appropriate 
reward or gift 


At 10 cents each IF vou can't have your own 





ATTRACTIVE PINS FOR GIFT OR REWARD 


Now furnished with Safety Clasps! A new edition! 


@ 6 VY 


THE “* WHEEL” PIN THE “SEAL” PIN THE “ TRIANGLE’’ PIN 
Gold Plite Gold Plate Gold Plate 
with Safery Clasp With Safety Clasp With Safety Clasp 
Enameled in Blue Enameled in Blue Enameled in Red or Green— 


lease state choi 
ACTUAL SIZE OF ILLUSTRATION”. 


Fine rewards for attendance or some particular service rendered. - 

Many classes adopt as their class-motto, either the slogan ‘‘I Serve’ or ‘‘ Honor,"’ 
and select one of these designs for their class pin. 

Beautiful in design and coioring. Small in size. 





35 cents each, $3.50 the Dozen 





FREE—Send for your copy today! 


New 1930 Catalog of Church and Sunday School Supplies 


THE HEIDELBERG PRESS 
be 1505 Race Street, - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 








COMPLETE WITH SPLENDID, EASILY ADJUSTED AND “ SAFE” SAFETY CATCH. 
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“The thoughtful Christian knows 


that our battle is in our colleges” 


—So said a prominent Pennsylvania business 
man recently. 


A. great Christian college is now being 
developed at Dayton, Tennessee, to bear the 
name of William Jennings. Bryan, the clear- 
visioned leader whose last days were spent 
in combatting the monstrous evil of teaching 
Unbelief and calling it Science, which is wreck- 
ing the faith of hundreds of splendid young 
men and women seeking higher educational 
advantages. 























Nearly a million dollars has been sub- 
scribed! A+ hundred acres of campus and 
quarry lands acquired! A splendid Adminis- 
tration and Collegiate building is under con- 
struction! Send your Christmas check as a 
donation to this challenging movement. 









































Bryan Memorial University Association 


1209 Schaff Buiiding, Philadelphia, Pa. 









































SCHOOL TIMES 


ism, and Darwinism have no joyous songs 
of praise, and in fact no hymn books at 
all, for these are religions of fear and 
dread and hopelessness. Dr. Charles Er- 
nest Scott, Prebyterian itinerant mission- 
ary in China, describes Buddhist chants 
as “weird, with a vein of sadness in them 
as of joy unattained, of hopes unrealiz- 
able.” “They give,’ he says, “many peo- 
ple a sense of unutterable homesickness.” 


ve 
But Christians have no such un- 
certainty or hopelessness. Christmas 


time should bring afresh to each of us 
the great realization of God’s immeasur- 
able love and provision for’ us in his 
gift of the Lord Jesus Christ. It should 
bring to us the glad assurance that where 
sin abounded, grace did much more 
abound, and that there is “now no con- 
demnation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus.” It should remind us that the One 
who became a little helpless babe for our 
sakes has also gone to prepare a place 
for us to which he will one day receive 
us. Are not these things to think about, 
and, as we meditate upon them, it seems 
that we just cannot hold back the praise 
that springs up within us. 
we 

No doubt since music is the language 
of Heaven, our praise to God breaks forth 
*in song and music.. It was so in the 
early days of God’s chosen people. You 
will remember how Moses. and the chil- 
dren of Israel sang when they were de- 
livered- from Pharaoh and his army. Then 
Miriam, Moses’ sister, took up the song. 
Again, in the wilderness, people sang 
when the Lord, through Moses, gave 
them water (Num. 21:17). We have 
preserved for us in the Psalms many of 
the songs used by the Jews in worship- 
ing God. - 


As we turn in the New Testament to 
the instructions for the guidance of the 
Christian church, we find that they in- 
clude, “speaking to. yourselves in psalms 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to the 
Lord” (Eph. 5:19), and when, with the 
heavenly hosts, we shall see the Lord 
Jesus Christ in glory, we shall still praise 
him in song as we sing, “Alleluia: for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. Let 
us be glad and rejoice, and give honor 
to him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready” (Rev. 19:6, 7). 

So then this Christmas time we shall 
do well to make our young people’s meet- 
ing one that is rich in song and praise. 
Those who have loved and served God 
have given us a marvelous heritage of 
song to use at this time. Ask each one 
of your young people’s group to come 
prepared to tell what is his favorite 
Christmas hymn, and why he loves it. 
Then a good portion of the meeting could 
be given to the singing of as many of 
these as possible. Perhaps you might 
carry the story .of Christmas to some 
neighborhood where it is not likely to 
be given.~ Many young people’s, societies 
take. Christmas Eve as a time to go Carol- 
ing. Why not present it to your group, 
making certain to emphasize that it ‘is 
not to be-merely a good time of: fellow- 
ship together, but an opportunity to tell 
out the Good News and touch some Heart 
with the old, old story that is ever new? 


ve 


How can I set some one else” to singing 


this Christmas . time? 
Is there a true melody of thanksgiving 
and praise in my own heart? 
How am I letting God make my life a 
song of praise? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
& 


He that is much ir. prayer shall grow 
rich in grace. He shall strive and in- 
crease most who is busiest in this, which 
1s our very traffic with Heaven, and fetches 
the most precious commodities thence. He 
who sends out oftenest the ships of de- 
sire, who makes the most voyages to that 
land of spices and pearls, shall be sure 
to improve his stock most, and have most 
of Heaven upon  earth—Archbichop 
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A Christian Lawyer. faces the evi- 
dence; He finds the claims of ‘‘The 
Bible and Its Christ’’ legally justified 


A LAWYER 
AND THE 
BIBLE 


By I. H. LINTON 


With an Introduction - 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Fisst published serially in 

The Sunday School Times, 
this book will immediately be 
likened to Dr.’ Howard: A. 
Kelly’s ‘‘A Scientific Man 
and the Bible.’’ Each man 
finds a belief in the inspira- 
tion of the Bible altogether 
tenable, and each man has a 
grace of diction which carries 
his words home with clarity 
and force. 


Mr. Linton has written a 
book which will be welcomed 
by Evangelical Christians 
everywhere, . Trained.in the 


law, he’ has put forth. the 


arguments for Biblical infal- 
libility with legal precision. 
Here is a book to be read 
and given to one’s friends as 
a faith- pre service. $1.50 


2 ££ 


EXPLORING 
THE BIBLE 
By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN 
“I. am profoundly impressed 
by this book and am _ unre- 


strainedly enthusiastic about it. 
It is one of the most remarkable 


~contributions to the study of 


the Bible in our generation.”— 
Dr. Charles G. Trumbull.$1.50 


“BY 
MY SPIRIT” 


By JONATHAN GOFORTH 


Doctor Goforth’s revival ex- 
periences of which he writes 
are living messages for the 
whole Church and will encour- 
age all who long for. revival in 


. their own work. $1.75 


> §EEING 


THE FUTURE 


mes By 
CHRISTABEL PANKHURST 
“Her greatest. book . . . the 


conclusions of a brilliant mind, 
a. devout Christian. She dis- 
cusses the amazing signs of the 
time$ with a fullness and rich- 
ness and. depth... Will the 
Church open-mindedly approach 
and examine the facts that Miss 
Pankhurst has so ably set be- 
fore us?”—The Sunday School 
Times. $2.50 


Harper & Brothers 


49 East 33rd Street 
Publishers New York 
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The. Mission “publication WITNESS is.50c per 
year. The Mission is open daily. SERVICE 
of Personal Work, Home “and Hospital Visita- 
i tion, Open Air Preaching, Canvassing and 
Public Display. 4 
Supported by Voluntary Offerings 
‘Freely Ye Have Received, Freely Give’’ 
~ CHARLES WIESENBERG, Treasurer 


Christian Witness to Israel, Inc. 
521 West 179th St., New York, N.Y. 
Samples of Literature Sent Free on Request 
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. Name Pencil Sets Please the Children 






Ab Bee ee entiied 





No. A—6 Pencils, Real LEATHER Case, NAME 


, in gold, 75<. . 
{ ‘ No. B—3 Pencils, Real LEATHER Case, NAME in 
| ; gold, 40c. ase p 












No. 3H—3 Pencils, Holly Box,NAME in gold, 25c. 

_ No. 8H—6 Pencils, Holly Box, NAME in gold, 4ac. 

Insurance 10c extra. Send Check, Money Order 
or Stamps. 


UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 33 West 60th St., New York City 





Sunny Farms Popping Corn 


New kind—large, tender delicious kernels. Guaranteed 
j to pop. Send i5c for large carton prepaid direct from 
SUNNY FARMS, St. Joseph Co., Dept. 12-C, P. O. Box 
i 615, South Bend, Ind. 














Earn Money... 
for Your Church! 


ELL the famous Messe: Scripture Text 
Calendars. You.don’t*have to be an ex- 
pert salesperson—in fact, no selling expe- 
rience at all is necessary. These calendars prac- 
tically sell themselves’on sight. You.can make 
i a tidy sum quickly for your cause and at the 
i same time have the satisfaction of knowing that 
j *re placing a Christian influence in every 
} ome. Many.friends will buy these beautiful, 

: ; inspirational:calendars as Christmas gifts. Our 
complete sales plans will show you how tomake * 

the most sales and the finest profits. 













Special Prices to Churches 
Quantity Cost Sell for 
100 Calendars $17.00 $20.00 3.00 
lendara $32.00 00 00 
250 Calendars $40.00 $75.00 00 
300 Calendars $45.00 $90.00 $45.00 


Single copies, 30c; 4, $1.00; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 
$9.00. All prices slightly higher in Canada. we, ‘ 


_~MAIL THE COUPON TODAY: 


eee 


MESSENGER PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
6932-44 Wentworth Ave., Chica: 

















Gentlemen: Enclosed find $ ‘or which 
send me M. ger Scripture Text 
Calendars. Send also your free sales plan. 

| Name. { 
Address ! 
City. a State. 
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[ ‘Children at Home 





The Raggedy Dolly 
By Maud Wilcox Niedermeyer 


fGen was an old raggedy doll 
with stringy hair and faded cheeks. 
She sat forlornly on the top of a barrel 
of rubbish in the cellar. Amanda was 
the only person left in the house. The 
family had moved out and gone to the 
suburbs, where the children would have 
a garden in. which to play. 


Amanda had been sure that she would go, 
but when Eloise had grabbed her up 
hurriedly, and exclaimed, “Muvver, let’s 
not take this old dolly. She’s hidjous, 
Muvver,” Amanda’s stuffed heart nearly 
burst with sorrow. 

She could remember Eloise’s soft, coo- 
ing good-nights and. wet kisses. Life had 
been all sunshine and playroom parties 
and buggy riding, And now—! What a 
descent, all the way to the cellar. 

ria, He, tet’ 

Amanda opened her eyes wide in sur- 
prise. Who could-be laughing in this 
damp place? 

“Ha, ha, ha! Look at the fright!” 

Amanda shivered. She glanced over 
the edge of the barrel. 

“Howdy, newcomer !” 
Mouse. 

Amanda ducked back and hid her head 
behind a pair of old shoes. Timothy gave 
a leap and landed on the toe of one shoe. 

“Your hair will make the nicest sort 
of lining for my nest,” he said: “Martha 
will be delighted. You battered old 
thing, at first sight I thought you were 
good for nothing. Whoever would have 
believed you were once the pride of 
Etoise’s heart! Dear, dear, how we do 
fail in life! Hst! What was that?” 

Mr. Tom Cat brushed his frowzy tail 
against the barrel, and looked up at 
Amanda. 

“I do declare!” he exclaimed. “What 
freak have we here? I have seen funny 
sights in my life, but none funnier than 
you.” And Tom set up a howl that 
nearly frightened the wits out of 
Amanda. “Just look at me,” continued 
Tom. “I was once the pride of the 
household. But you! Oh, dear me, you 
dreadful looking thing! I don’t blame 
the family for leaving you behind,” 

Now Timothy couldn’t stand it another 
minute, because he agreed so_ heartily 
with the cat. So he piped up, 

“Right, Tom! Isn’t she awful?” 

“That will do!” Tom sprang up the 
side of the barrel. 

But Timothy was too quick for him. 
He sprang down as Tom sprang up, and 
scampered into a-hole in the wall. 

Amanda felt her head. Her hair was 
still there, but there was a leak in her 
arm and sawdust sprinkled over her 
body. However, the pain in her arm 
was nothing to the pain in her heart. 
Not’ to be loved, not to be wanted by 
anyone. It was too dreadful. 

Then something happened. Something 
inside her whispered to take courage, not 
to give up, but to struggle on. Amanda 
fell asleep at last dreaming that she- was 


It was Timothy 


that she was ‘a heroine indeed. 

When she awoke in the morning her 
dream was still with her-and that made 
her smiley and happy. In fact, she’ was 
so smiley that when the ashman came to 
haul the barrel of rubbish away -he stared 
at Amanda in surprise. _Then he grin- 
ned from ear to ear, picked Amanda up 
and stuffed her, head first, into the pocket 
of his overalls. 

All morning long Amanda doubled up 
and straightened out in the man’s pocket, 
as he hurried about his duties. 

Then, suddenly, he ducked into the 
basement of a house, stamped through a 
long, dark hall, threw open a door and 
called, 

“Mother, Mother, come here. See 
what I kave for little’ Anna’s birthday.” 





He pul'ed Amanda out of his pocket 


It was terrible to be left behind. | 


rescuing a litile girl from drowning and |} 














Bibles are sold. 


inches, with 


tions. 


who send 
favorite 


or all 3 for 25c. 


A NELSON BIBLE 


OU will get more solid satisfaction aud comfort from a Nelson 
Bible because it lasts, and lasts, avd lasts. 


The famous Nelson Guaranteed Binding makes for permanence 
and lasting qualities scarcely approached by others. Of course you may 
have the King James version, but you will probably prefer the 


in all sizes, typesand styles of 
binding are-chininabie ehicever 


x 
(American Standard Version) 
Now ee ome ay oY 
rossed wall cards, 9%x12% 
f the Great Love 
Chapter (1 Cor.13), The Shep 
herd Psalm( Psalm 23) and Zhe 
Beatitudes (Matt.5§: 1-12). ‘The 
text used is the matchless Am- - 
erican Standard Version with 
its supremely accurate transla- 
The price of these wall 
cards is 25¢ each, but to you 
the coupon 
— ge from the 
listed will be sent 


More Reasons 


Why You Will Prefer 


Nelson @mexise Bible. 


‘ which is by every measure of sound scholarship /he 
version forevery one. Learn more about it from your 
Bible supplier, and mail this coupon today. 


“This masterful rendition,in its marked simplicity 
in the (arger sense, characterizes a translation 
whith of necessity popularizes the American 
Standard Bible.” —Froman earnest layman (name or request) 


The American Standard Bible text 
has been adopted by all leading Colleges, Theolog- 
ical Seminaries, Y.M.C. A., Y. W. C. A., and Bible 
Schools.throughout the United States, and is used 
by over 13,000,000 scholars from which to study 
the International, graded or other Bible lessons. 


Nelson Guaranteed Bi 
Remember that a Nelson Guaranteed Binding 
will be replaced if it does not bear up under ff 
the strain of use. 
ee ee ee eee Se 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


381-A., Fourth Avenue, New York City 
Authorized publishers for the American Revision Committee 
Dear Sirs; Please send me FREE copy of your book entitled, ‘The 


Wonderful Story.”’. You war include wall text cards for which 
lenclose (state which, if only one). 
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Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt says: ‘‘ The two who have gone return in these page* 





THE WHITE HOUSE GANG 





ILLUSTRATED BY JAMES MONTGOMERY FLAGG, $3.00 


ewith the merry White House days for a background.”’ 





by EARLE LOOKER 
‘* One of the Gang’’ 


Thousands of delighted parents 
recommend this book to you. 
GIVE IT TO EVERY ONE! 


W. F. Bigelow, Editor ‘‘Gooa 
Housekeeping,’ says: ‘‘ When I 
read it again, the story is as 
good as I said it was—an epic 
of Boyhood, the best since Tom 
Sawver, with the man the whole 
world knew as ‘Teddy’ always 
in the background.’’ 


“The best Roosevelt material ever 
issued and I don’t except even his 
‘ Letters to his children.’ ’’— Member 
Editorial . Staff ‘Liberty Maga- 
sine.”’ 





YOUNG FOLKS 


YOUNG FOLKS 





John, 


Latest ‘‘ Tell-Me-a-Story’’ Book 
Tell-Me-a- 
‘ Noah’s Ark Story 
| By MARY STEWART 


To parents and other friends of children the 
appearance of a new book by Mary S‘ewart is 
an epochal event. 

‘not be disappointed: 


- = 
The Beloved Disciple 
By EDWARD LEIGH PELL 
Another volume in Dr. Pell’s much-asked-for 
series of Bible Story Books. 
Scriptural record and well adapted to making 
Bible characters real. 





Kidnapped by Air 
By DILLON WALLACE 
ADVENTURES IN LABRADOR’ 


A rattling story, throbbing with action, and 
the spirit of high adventure. Dilon Wallace 
exhibits new skill in enchaining the interest of 
his many readers. Mlustrated, $2.00 


Going Somewhere 
By A. FREDERICK COLLINS 


A book boys and girls will eagerly read ; in- 
spiring them with a desire to trave!, showing 
them how to do it, and be at ease wherever 
they are. 


Fully illustrated, with photographs, maps, 
and charts. $2.50 


And their expectations will 
- IHustrated, $2.00 


Vivid, true to the 





Illustrated, 60c 








Fleming H. Revell Co., 


NEW YORK: 158 Fifth Ave. ~| 
CHICAGO : 851 Cass St. 
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You May Give and Yet Have 


—thus helping God’s Work 





The work of God is in need of your help 
and support. And now, however small 
your income, however limited your means, 
you can Give to the Glory of God, and 
still have an ample and safe income for 


life. 


The ‘‘ Heavenly Father Knoweth That 
Ye Have Need of All These Things” — 
income, food, shelter, clothing. But God 
asks, too, that you set aside a portion for 
Him. How wonderful it is to Give in 
Klis Name and especially to this glorious 
work, founded by one of His noblest 
workers. 


For twenty years— The Moody Bible 
Institute of Chicago has written Annuity 
Contracts, binding itself to remit to 
donors of gifts annuities varying in rate 
from 4% to 10%, and more, according to 
the age of the donor. 


“1 wish that the money was a free gift, 
without interest, but my circumstances 
would hardly justify that,” writes a recent 
correspondent. This donor was entitled 
to 8% but accepted only 6%, as serving 
her needs. 


Under the Moody Bible Institute An- 
nuity Plan, you can give and yet have. 
God's work is benefited by your gener- 


osity—and you are assured an income 
that is safe and ample. 








WHAT IS THE 
MOODY BIBLE 
INSTITUTE 





Founded ‘in 1886 by the beloved and 
worltd.famed evangelist, Dwight L. 
Moody, the Institute has faithfully ob- 
served his high and practical ideals 
through more than forty years of service. 
Mr. Moody's plan involved ; 


TRAINING in a knowledge and the 
use of the English Bible for both men and 
women of all denominations who are of 
good Christian character. Over 25,000 
students have been trained for serving the 
church and 1,400 have gone to the ends 
of the earth as missionaries. The unsaved 
are reached. by Moody workers in shop, 
street, jail, mission meetings, and by per- 
sonal visitation. 

FREE TUITION for every student. God 
has raised up donors who make this gen- 
erous purpose possible. You can help in 
this great work by investing in Moody 
Bible Institute Annuity Contracts. 


* *k Kk K KR KK K 
Friends who desire to Give and Have 


are invited to send for information regard- 
ing Moody Bible Institute Annuity Con- 
tracts. Use Coupon below. 














THIRTY-THREE 
NATIONALITIES 





Thie group is comprised of 33 students at- 
tending the Winter Term, 1929, represent- 
ing 33 nationalities. From far and wide they 
come for the training which you may help 

provide. 


The Moody Bible Institute of Chicago 








SIXTY 
DENOMINATIONS 





There are 60 denominations’ represented 
here by students of the Winter Term, 1929. 
God’s. Word is being made cleur to. them 
that the unsaved may have salvation through 
Chriet: Your help.is needed in His Name. 


Bureau of , Annuities 
153 Institute. Place 


Chicago Avenue Station 


Chicago, Illinois 


THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE OF CHICAGO 


Bureau of An ygities — Dept. S$S121 


Chicago Avenue Station, Chicago, Ill. 


Gentlemen: 


‘Please send. me infermation as to how I may Give and 


Have — promoting God's work and providing myself. with an ample. income. 
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‘|}down with her cheek pressed close to 
} her newfound friend she thought, “How 


and held her up to view. A dear lady 
with a sweet, sad smile took Amanda 
and examined her carefully. 

Such an overhauling as that lady gave 
her! She was washed and combed and 
the hole in her arm sewed up. She was 
dressed in a long, flowing gown that the 
lady hurriedly sewed together. And then 
she was placed on a chair beside a bed, 
where a little girl lay sleeping. 
Amanda trembled with excitement. It 
seemed to her as though her seams would 
surely burst. The little girl looked so 
sweet and pale and beautiful. and had 
such pretty yellow curls. Would she 
love her as Eloise had? 

Amanda hadn’t long to wait, for little 
Anna stirred in her sleep, brushed the 
curis from her forehead with the back 
of her hand, and yawned. Then she 
opened two of the bluest eyes Amanda 
had ever seen. She stared at the smiling 
dolly, her mouth wide open in surprise. 
Amanda’s heart flip-flopped. Would 
she — could she — 

The little girl gave a glad cry, leaned 
out of the bed and grabbed Amanda to 
her heart. 

And there Amanda stayed, snug and 
warm, loved and petted. As she snuggled 


glad I am I didn’t lose my courage!” 
PertH Ampoy, N. J. 





With the New Books 














The Shepherd of Jerusalem. By 
Morris H. Turk. (Minton, Balch & Co. 
New York, $1.) Reminding one in 
many ways of “The Story of the Other 
Wise Man,” this story takes us back 
into the lives and hearts of the shep- 
herds to whom the angels announced the 
birth of our Lord. It is a mingling of 
fact and fancy and makes no claim to 
absolute historical accuracy or chrono- 
logical correctness, but it is true to the 
Biblical account of the birth of the Lord 
Jesus as related to the shepherds and to 
Joseph and Mary, and it breathes forth 
a spirit of love and adoration to our 
Saviour and Redeemer. There is special 
inspiration for those who may need com- 
fort and encouragement in this tale of 
the joys and sorrows of the humble 
shepherds and the place of service the 
Lord provided for them. 


The Oxford Book of Carols. By 


and Martin Shaw. (Oxford University 
‘Press, New York, $2.50.) Organists and 
choirmasters on the lookout for Christ- 
mas music, preachers who are looking 
for information or incidents surround- 
ing the writing of the carols, and many 
others who are interested in the sim- 
plicity and charm of the old Christmas 
carols, will find a wealth of material 
here, much of which has not been readily 


| available heretofore. There are included 


a number of carols of a secular nature, 
some of. which the Christian will not 
approve of, and others of early days 
with Catholic sentiments, but this is 


thology of this kind. It should be added 
that’ the collection contains ‘not only 
Christmas carols, but others for every 
season of the year, together with a 


| lengthy introduction devoted to the his- 
| tory, development, 


form, and use of 
carols. Words and music as well as his- 


|} torical data are given for each carol 
-{| throughout the book, and there is also 
| a less expensive edition with words only, 


for. more extended use. 


Go Till You Guess. By Amos R. 
Wells. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.) 
I’m thinking of a parable— ‘It is the 
first spoken of Christ’s parables.” Have 
you guessed it? Good ; your score is a 
perfect one. Oh, you’re not sure? All 
right, here is some more information : 
“It is a. parable in four parts.” Know 
it now? Two points for that. Or shall 
we go on? “It is a parable of heedful 
hearing,” if that hint tells you the an- 
swer, put down three. But here’s still 











ore if you need it, “It is an agricul- 
tural parable,” four for that one. And 


Percy Dearmer, R. Vaughan Williams, | 


perhaps. natural in a comprehensive an-' 
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LET YOUR GIFT 
TO FOREIGN MISSIONS 


PAY YOU | 
A.LIFE INCOME 


You can make a generous gift 

to foreign missions and havea 
needed income for yourself | 
and others from the money 

you give by the 


Annuity Gift Plan 


This A oa relieves you of uncertainty 

' by changing values 
ot invested funds and assures you a 
fixed income of _ . 


4% % to 9% per year 
for the rest of your life 


A reserve fund of over $1,500,000 
guarantees the prompt payment of 
annuities to you. 
Protect yourself loss 
through unwise xara 
and at the same time help send 
the gospel to all the world. 
For full information write 
Ernest f. Hall, Secretary, 
Dept Annuities 
BoarD OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
186 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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Self Proving Accounts aideve oudised audited and correct. Concise, 
simple. Time-saving wéekly envelope system. 

No. 1, for 434 subscribers in one year,’ $2.50; 882 subs., $3.00; 

1430 subs., $3.50; 1778 subs., $3.75; 2674 subs., $4.50. 


’ a ECRETA\ 
Revell’s S. S. Record KOR SECRETARY 
By oy | Ke AED 


Revell’s S. S. Class Book ®” FRANK H. 


Each 20c. Per Dozen $2.40. 
SPECIAL OFFER—A returnable copy of these records will 
be sent, postpaid for examination. Give number of members, 
158 Fifth Ave. New York 
Chicago 


FLEMING H. REVELL CO. i$ G8 $x. 


“Sunday School! Gee, we ain't ever had any- 
thing like that ’round here, never!” 


So said a young man of twenty living in a ‘rural district * 
of Manitoba, when told that the C.S.S.M. had started a 
Sunday-school in their log cabin school house. 

None of the children raised here had ever been ina 
Sunday-school or Gospel service. Twenty-five other 
school districts visited on this trip of our. missionaries 
were almost equally destitute. Some of the children had 
never even seen a-Bible... Now 570 of them are enrolled 
in our Bible memory contest and several. Sunday-schools 
are in session and others =, in prospect. 

In. neéd, opportunity. an this situation is - 
typical: of bundreds of prod districts all over Western : 
Canada. 

DOORS /.RE OPEN ON,EVERY. HAND 

Qualified mew are Offering themselves for this work but 
funds ate lacking. 

$1,200 supports a Missionary fer one year. 











THE CANADI4N SUNDAY: SCHOOL MISSION -- 


601-Lomvard St., Winnipeg, Man. 


in Robert Harkness! true pase saincetty inpereptjas 
character, sketch— - 


REUBEN ARCHER TORREY : 
THE MAN AND HIS MESSAGE . 


Contents: Part One—Called of God, a man of | 
faith, of prayer, of conviction, a teacher, a personal . 
Worker, and evangelist. Part Two—His “Message : 
Its theme, scope, - simplicity, power, presentation, 
effect.and ‘challenge. ; 

Bound in handsome library cho, gilt stamp, 
127 pages, with Portrait, $ 

Mr. Harkness will be seen as pg obiea Gos- 
pel Song Writer, Pianist and a Musical Associate of 
Dr. Torrey. 


THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS'N 




















A Book Often Predicted but 
Never Before Produced. See 
page 721. 


837. North Wells Street, Chicago, Hl. N 
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Lesson for December 22 








MAKE WE MERRY 
BOTH MORE.AND LESS 


FOR NOW IS THE TIME 
OF CHRISTMAS 





For Waits; Carol Parties, — 
Musical Services in the Church 


THE OXFORD BOOK 
OF CAROLS 


More than 200 géy carols for 
Christmas, Easter, -midsum- 
mer and harvest time. With 
the traditional carol makers 
are included such contempo- 
raries as. A. A. Milne, Walter 
de ia Mare, and G.-K. Chest- 
‘erton. Regular edition, $2.00, 
with music, $2.50, Miniature 
Gift Edition (in red leather, 
boxed), $1.25. °. ti oon 





OXFORD UNIVERSITY: PRESS 
114 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y. 











-his thoroughly. democratic 














E establish. child welfare centers, 
health clinics, home visitation 
service. - 
We provide Christian homes for de- 
pendent children. 
Your contribution .will bring another 
child. under Christian influence in 
China, 


China Child Welfare, Inc. 
156 Fifth Ave., New York City 
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Letter from Dr. Bob Jones 
Dear Friend : 


Several times during. the year, we have ap- 
4 Orthodox 


to ‘send t 


aled to the friends of 
Bob Jones College, Lynn Haven, 
DOLLARS. 


us and $ 
thank the kind friends who have assisted: us. 


you w 


friend, wan't you at. this 


the. amount larger if possible. 
as much as ten just do the best you-can. 
remember us in your prayers. . ' 

’ Bos Jones 


lorida, TEN 
‘e: need twenty-five hundred 
ten-dollar gifts each year to take cafe of our 
overhead.. We. have not had: anything like: the- 
number of gifts we need, but God has helped 
we have mamaged to-get-by. We do 


read this could: only visit our:school and 
see wh&t God is doing in the lives of our won- 
derful boys and girls you would: gladly help. Now, 
hristmas season send 
us your check for TEN DOLLARS? Make 
Jf you can’t send 


Please 








Trained native.workers may be supported 
»on the mission field for from $25 to $150 a'year. 
Nothing deducted from-your gifts—100q to 
* he. field. : ; 
: FOR FULL PARTICULARS WRITE TO 
NATIVE PREACHER CQ., Inc. 
Box S, 251 Fairmount Rd., Ridgewood, N. J. 














SAVE A SOUL FROM DEATH 


This is being done in Africa, China, India, by Native 
Bible Women who are’ being sup- 

rted for ron cents to $2.00a week. $40 to $100 
Write Rev. H. A. Barton, Box V, 

473 Greene Avenue, Brooklyn, N. Y., for free 


Evangelists and 
‘or a year. 


literature. 
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this will give it away, “One of its often- 
used phrases is ‘fell by the wayside’ ”— 
five for your guess on the last one—or 
if you don’t know at all, ten is your 
score. 

Little groups of clews such as these 
make up this fascinating book—thirty- 
nine sets of ten or twelve groups each, 
with five or six clews to a group, the 
hardest ones first and gradually becom- 
ing easier—and of course, the lower 
your score the better mark you have. 
There are groups on such widely differ- 
ent topics as Bible rivers, Bible speeches, 
Bible mothers, Bible kings, Bible con- 
verts—all carefully indexed, with text 
references from the Bible in the back of 
the book. Use them at your Sunday 
dinner table or at your class or young 
people’s society social—you will surely 
find pleasure and profit for both young 
and old in this really constructive Bible 
game book, and your knowledge of the 
Scriptures is likely to grow in a definite 
and delightful manner. 


The White House Gang. By Earle 
Looker (“One of the Gang”). (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $3.) For 
a. grand, rollicking tale of family and 
school life, as well as a vivid picture of 
the human side of Theodore Roosevelt, 
take this book. Mr. Roosevelt showed 
spirit and 
started the liyely, joyous career of this 


-“gang” when he sent his youngest son, 
‘Quentin, tq: the nearest public - school. 


“Here the Gang was recruited, and here, 
each day after school, it went into a 


‘| huddle to confound all rules of deport- 


ment in high places, mingle in the lives 
of Presidents and policemen, win vic- 
tories, taste honor, suffer punishment, 
and engage in escapades which were 
swept along the wires of national pub- 
licity.” A book like this quickly reveals 
why Roosevelt was so much beloved by 
those who knew him best, and by the 
country at large. The President dis- 
pensing justice—with righteous anger yet 
with a humorous appreciation of the sit- 
uation—beside the spitball-bedecked por- 
trait of Andrew Jackson in a White 
House corridor, the President a laugh- 
ing wreck sprawled in the attic amidst 
the noisy ruins of a human arm chair 
camouflaged beneath a slip cover to his 
discomfiture, the President: coming to the 
school room in person to present a bou- 
quet of flowers to the public school 
teacher in humble apology for an espe- 
cially bad prank of Quentin’s — such 
scenes endear him to every boy at least. 
But the book shows. much more than 
that, for it was not all fun, and we see 
Mr. Roosevelt, reflected in the light of 
the Gang, as a wonderful father, a wise 
counsellor, and a robust example and 
inspiration to all that surrounded him. 


New Black Face Text Bible, A1991. 
(Collins Clear Type Press, New York, 
$3.75.) There is an increasing: call these 
days for small size; light weight Bible 
editions, with clear; bold type, yet small 
enough to fit the pocket. This de luxe 
edition precisely meets the requirements 
for a thin, light, com ; yet easily 
readable Bible. It really looks like a 
Testament and slips into the average side 
pocket without -the least strain. It 
weighs only thirteen ounces, is only 
eleven-sixteenths of an inch. thick, has 
a good clear, black face brevier type, is 
.self-pronouncing, and is bound in genuine 


leather, real Morocco grain. It makes 
a beautiful gift. 
The Necessity of Prayer. By Ed- 


‘ward M. Bounds, D.D. Edited by the 
Rev. ‘Homer W. Hodge. .(Fleming H. 
‘Revell Co., New York, $1.25.) This is 
at least the sixth book on prayer from 
the pen of the late Dr. Bounds (who 
died in 1913), and we are profoundly 
grateful to the editor who is bringing 
‘them into print from the manuscripts left 
by the author. A more accurate title 
might. have been, “The Necessities of 
Prayer,” for throughout the book, one 
would almost say on every page, three 
great aspects of the prayer life are con- 
tinually emphasized. These are: the ne- 
cessity for faith in God as we begin to 
pray, the necessity for importunity as we 
continue in prayer, and the necessity for 
a life of obedience to the commandments 








BF relief$. .. 


The Church of JESUS CHRIST in Russia 


is in great peril! Some of its Ministers and Missionaries are be- 


ing bitterly persecuted and deprived of all their rights. 


them are in prisons and exile. 


Many of 


Their wives and children are starv- 


ing and are suffering for ‘want of ‘proper clothing. Immediate relief 
for these suffering children of God in Russia is necessary. There- 
fore, we urgently invite every Christian in America and elsewhere 
to co-operate with us in rendering this necessary relief to our suf- 
fering Christian brethren in Russia, by their prayers and in such 
other ways as the’ Lord may lead them. 


May God help you td help His people in Russia. 
This Union is carrying on a great Evangelization work in the very 


heart of Russia. 


Address all communications and direct all relief to 


The All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union 


Room 411-A, 156 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY 


Dear Friends: 
As the Lord has blessed me I will 


wg. pray for or destitute brethren in Address... . 
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ussia, and I am enclosing for their. 
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Name, . 


‘Town and State. . 
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(Especially appropriate f 


Don't miss this book of. the ear 
been called “the: most wiataalie is 
document of its: kind since Ben. Franklin.” 


and respected b 
of life. In this 
scenes, and tells-in an intimate way of: his 
early up-bringing, his-home and college life, 
and his experiences in the presidency. 





of God if we really expect to prevail and | 


ake the Family a Present 


of a Year’s Subscription to the 


CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY CLUB 


(Or let us send you these individual books for Christmas gifts.) 


THE CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY CLUB is an organization de- 
voted to the purpose: of building up home libraries containing sound, interesting 
reading for all members of the family, on very moderate terms. 

The Club plan is inexpensive and flexible. No fees to bind one. We submit 
to subscribers a choice of three attractive books each month, selections being 
made by a dependable committee of educators, clergymen, and laymen. You 
may choose from these on a. basis of four books per year, or nine per year, or 
even intermediate figures, and may purchase additional volumes as you please. 
You may join or withdraw at any time. .Money-saving features included, 


DECEMBER CHOICES 


‘THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF 
CALVIN COOLIDGE 


American 


Coolidge’s good sense; - his ° homely 


virtues of simplicity and economy, and his 
evident sincerity, have: made him understood 
Americans in. all stations 


k, he takes us behind the 


$3.00 


BLACK DIAMONDS 
By Johanna Veenstra 


Intensely interesting missionary sketches of 

life J a pgp om: ety ang school for naive 

in Africa. Inspiring for young ¢ an 
With 


children, as well as adults. 


as 


‘or Christmas gifts—may also be ordered individually, 
postpaid at prices quoted.) 


OUT OF THE STORM 
By. Marcia MacDonald . 

A bracing and inspiring story of heroism 
and spirited youth. The heroine is as whole- 
some as she is attractive; and she shows her 
true Christian character in the midst of most 
exciting experiences. 

“The kind of:story that Christian people are 
eager to know about, and a- es con- 
trast to much that is pictured of the life of 
the day.”—Sunday School - Times. 


$1.75 


JESSICA OF THE CAMERONS 
By Sylvia Stewart 


The story deals with the sport and pleasures 
and. experiences of a group of likeable 
oung people, 
‘Jessica dreads the coming of her grandmother 
from the West, but -finds that such a grand- 
mother is atreasure! In fact, the story might 
be said to be for girls and their grandmothers. 
How grandmother led the girl and her lively 
oung ‘set’ to better things in their social 
ife and the gay. happy times they ali had, is , 
a charming story of the present. day and its 
problems.”—Sunday School Times. 


PREVIOUS CHOICES THAT ARE STILL AVAILABLE 


seven 

illustrations. 
$1.50 

Royton Manor by A. C. Mason......... $2.00 
Explorations at Sodom by M. G. Kyle.. 1.50 
Under Whose Wings by Z. Bird....... 1.75 
Blazing New Trails by A.’ Wallace...... 1,00 
Josephus—transl. by W. Whiston....... 2.50 


Bible Lands of Today by W. T. Ellis... 3.00 
Stories of Home Folks by M. Hale.... 1.23 
Acres of Diamonds by R. H. Conwell... 1.35 
The Home God Meant by G. M. Luccock 1.25 
Beggars of the Sea by S. E. Slocum.... 2.50 


The Prearese of World Wide Missions 
r. 


by Ri- He Glovete cess ees ccec’ 2.50 
My Life and the Story of the Gospel 

Homne by I. D. Sankey..... cveny esd ZAG 
George Muller of Bristol by A. T. Pier- o 

Oe Sry ae. eo een PORTS eee 2.50 
The Assurance of Faith by L. Berkhof.. .75 
Smoky By Will Jamess. isco o'ocese cece’ 2.00 


Life of F. B. Meyer by A. C. Mann... 2.00 
When the Days Seem Dark by Philip E. 
PEOWESE, fds 6 pace hss Hens vs ces ws s06 1.25 


We help safeguard your home from unsound and unwholesome literature and 
guide you to the best. Will you write us for beautiful new leaflet giving full 
information about our Club? Please do it today—and let us send you some of 
the individual books for Christmas gifts NOW. 


CHRISTIAN HOME LIBRARY CLUB, Dept. 1, Holland, Mich. 2 
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OXFORD BIBL! 


A FEW SUGGESTIONS 


Oxford Children’s Bible—Has 31 cle 
: and colored illustrations, new helps, 


cil 1 i 


iy tit 


iw ii 5 ll | 
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and 4,000 Questions and Answers. 
Clear, self-pronouncing type. French 
peorecey nding. Sey a 6%x4 

| Oxford. ‘Student's Bible—Contains dic 
tionary of 300 pages of Bible helps, 
Printed in- asevy black-faced Tie 
French Morocco piesing, oan x 


-5 inches, 
co Bible A welsome 
gift’to any Bible reader. Has h 
on the pone where needed. Blacks 


f 


34x facet sa ASRS 


ford India paper Bible, princes ris 
new wide minion Ro bound in ff 
preaes Stotoces.. ize 6x4%x" 


01337x. $4. 
Oxford ‘Older Folk’s No iMe right and 
easy to read because printed on Ox- 
an India poner on. with extra lar 
type. tes French Moroc 
Size 9x5 in. No. 01605x. $8.00 
i ible— Bound in Brow 
Calf, with Basket Weave grain, 2 
silk lined, overlapping cover, with 
button clasp. Printed on Oxford 
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Oxford Pocket Bible—A. beautiful Ox- 


India paper. Has 60,000 center cole 
x4% fe 


No, 03255x. $5. 
Same with Concordance, Subject In- 
dex and Dictionary of Scripture 
proper names. No, 03276x $6.50 
Catalog listing hundreds of other 
styles upon request 


umn references, Size 6% 























World “Wide. 
Evangelization 
Crusade 


Begun in 1913 by Mr. C. T. Studd, B.A., in Africa. 
Now enlarged to labour in the following Missions:. 











1. HEART OF AFRICA.—3,000 miles directly south of Cairo, in 
Belgian Congo. 50 Missionaries,’ thousands reached. A glorious, 
old-fashioned revival is on. Where seven years ago all was pagan, 
in January, 1929, 4,000 natives gathered; meetings were mighty 
in Holy Ghost power, many walked 160 miles to attend! 


2. HEART OF AMAZONIA.—Over 20 Missionaries. 
1923 amongst savage Indians in hinterland of Brazil. 
converts, born through the sufferings of Missionaries. 


Begun in 
Some 30 


3. HEART OF ASIA.—Three workers, soon to increase in number, 
now in Baltistan. Some converts. 


All this effort marked by sacrifice, simplicity, unity, 
economy, abandonment to God, a triumphant faith. 


Correspondence cordially invited; free literature gladly sent. Write 
REV. W. F. ROADHOUSE, Secretary 


North American Headquarters: 187 Keele Street, Toronto 9, Canada. 
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THE METHODIST 


An eight-page wet paper standing uhcompromisingly for the 
Bible as the Word and the doctrines of historic Christianity. 

Published and see by L. W. Munhall, assisted by an able corps 
of editors. Subscription price, $1.00 annually. 


Published at 236 Harvey Street, Germantown, Philadelphia, Pa. 
This is the 14th year of this publication 
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have power in prayer. Every statement 
he makes is made to rest squarely upon 
the Word of God, and many a new light 
will be cast upon passages hitherto passed 
over or little understood. These pages 
will humble the reader, as he sees the 
shallowness and smugness of his own 
prayer life; but, on the other hand, they 
will tremendously encourage every sin- 
cere child of God to deeper and more pre- 
vailing prayer, in the revelation of the 
glorious possibilities of this divinely- 
given privilege. Critical attacks upon the 
Scriptures, philosophies of religious ex- 
perience, speculations about God and the 
reality of prayer, all these sink into in- 
significance before the burning, unde- 
niable reality of true prayer as this man 
of God knew it, and recorded it. 


Religion the Dynamic of Education. 
A Symposium. Edited by Walter M. 
Howlett. (Harper and Bros., New York, 
$1.50.) Those who desire to know the 
present-trend in religious education will 
do well to read this symposium.- While 
the evangelical will find points of view 
that do not harmonize with loyalty to 
Scripture, the book is nevertheless valu- 
able as a collection of the convictions 
of the religious and educational leaders 
on one of the most urgent questions of 
the day. When one weliane contains 
chapters by Dr. W. W. White of the 
Biblical Seminary and Dr. Adelaide T.: 
Case of Columbia, it is evident that a 
wide range of opinion is covered. How- 
ever, in this instance the points of agree- 
ment are of more significance than the 
doctrinal shortcomings which, after all, 
are to be expected because of the back- 
ground of some of the contributors. Thus 
one cannot help but rejoice at the almost 
complete unanimity of the various writers 
in urging the grave moral deficiency of 
our thoroughly secularized public educa- 
tion. The chief exception is Miss Cor- 
nelia Adair, former President of the 
National Education Association, who at- 
tempts with indifferent success to main- 
tain the efficiency of the public school in 
building character. On the other hand, 
the chapter by Dean Luther A. Weigle 
of Yale effectively answers Miss Adair. 
All true Christian educators will agree 
with his keen criticism of public schools, 
especially as influenced by the philosophy 
of John Dewey of Columbia. Dr. Weigle 
is emphatically right when he says, “The 
principle of religious freedom which in- 
sures the separation of church and State 
is precious. . . . But the principle of the 
separation of church and State must not 
be so construed as to render the State 
a fosterer of non-religion or atheism. Yet 
that is precisely what we are in danger of 
doing in America today.” Dr. W. W. 
White’s chapter is 4 remarkable collec- 
tion of tributes to the supremacy of the 
Bible. Other contributors include Dr. 
John J. Tigert, former U. S. Commis- 
sioner of Education; Dr. J. Valdemar 
Moldenhauer; John ‘Wallace Suter, Jr., 
of the Episcopal Church; Benjamin S. 
Winchester of the Federal Council of 
Churches; Joseph M. Artman, General 
Secretary of the Religious Education As- 
sociation; and District Attorney Charles 
H. Tuttle, Some of these have compag§- 
tively little to say: In the title of this 
symposium is revealed its greatest lack. 
The true dynamic of education is not 
and can never be abstract “religion.” 
The only true dynamic is Christianity. 
Indeed the fundamental weakness of the 
whole religious education movement lies 
in its tendency to substitute ethical re- 
ligion for saving faith in the Christ of 
the cross. 


Temple Builders and Other Sermons. 
By Arthur Gray Jones, M.A., D.D., 
LL.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50.) - Here is not “just an- 
other collection of sermons,” but the 
choicest work of a richly fruitful life. 
The sermons selected for the collection 
seem the crowning stones of just such a 
life structure as the author is speaking 
of in the initial chapter which gives the 
book its name. They possess the charm 
peculiar to the pulpit orators. of the 
South and the vital appeal of one who 
has caught the “heavenly vision” and has 
yielded glad obedience. “We hear much 
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these days,” he says, “of the ‘Man of 
Galilee’ . . But I say unto you, the 
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deepest needs’ of human fife can never 
be supplied by the ‘Man of Galilee,’ in- 
comparable -human that he was. Listen: 
‘He that hath seen -me* hath seen the 
Father. He is the brightness of the 
Father’s glory and the express image of 
his person. . .G 

flesh. If that be true, then we have found 
God.” The bodk will enrich the life 
of the reader as its author’s long and 
busy life enriched those who came in 
contact with it. It seems touchingly sig- 
nificant that in the closing chapter Dr. 
Jones speaks of the Morning Land, and 
to that blessed country he passed while 
his book was yet on the press. Through 
its pages, he, being dead, yet speaketh. 


Time and Place Harmony of the 
Gospels. By. G. C. Savage, M.D.,:LL.D., 
F.A.C.S: (Sunday School ‘Board of 
Southern. Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
$3.50.) A dependable chronology of the 
Bible fs the one- reference book that 
students. of the Word ‘have eagerly de- 
sired to find. Not since the work of 
Ussher has there appeared so epochal 2 
book on chronology. The book performs 
a double duty; its satisfying scheme of 
time deduction gives to the Gospel events 


have lacked.- “And each time ‘and place 


statement of chronology which, in the 


taggregate, amounts to an illuminating ex- 


position of the Gospels. Throughout the 
comments, Ussher’s dates are kept before 
the reader. The table of contents is in 
itself- a chronological digest of the four 
Gospels, invaluable ‘not only to students 
but to devotional: readers. A chart of 
the two’ genealogies of our Lord,,and a 
chapter and verse index, add to the he!p- 
‘fulness of the book. 


. x mM wah 
The New Chain-Reference Bible 


Second Revised Edition, containing 
Thompson's Chain-References and 
Text Cyclopaedia, etc. (B. B. Kirk- 
bride’ Bible Co., Indianapolis, Ind., 
various bindings, $6. 65 to $17. 35.) 


‘N 1908, after fifteen years of topical 

Bible study, Dr. Frank Charles 
Thompson, then of Geneseo, N. Y., 
brought out the first edition of his now 
famous Marginal Chain-Reference Bible. 
In 1917, a second edition was published, 
in which a Cyclopedia of Contrasted 
Topics and Texts was substituted for 
the old Subject-Index. The edition here 
reviewed is thus a third edition; con- 
taining all the excellent features of the 
former two, with many new and im- 
portant. matters added. There are six 
outstanding features of the New Chain- 
Reference. Bible: 

(1) There is, first of all, the original 
system of chain-references, over one 
hundred thotisand- in number. These 
are concerned, for the most part; with 
what might be called the “practical” as- 
pects of the Christian life, and not with 
doctrinal -matters. 

(2) Every book in the Bible is care- 
fully analyzed. 

(3) Every chapter in the New Testa- 
ment is outlined, in the margin, with 
heavy type. 

(4) Not only are the books and ch 
tets of the Bible thus outlined, but the 
verses are analyzed. Of course, no one 
student of the Bible can ever discover 





poured into the Holy Scriptures, and 
there are a vast number of things, in 
OMe passage or another, which would be 
seen. by one, and- missed by another. 
Nevertheless, Dr. Thompson has done a 
great piece of work here, and it is sim- 
ply impossible to exaggerate the wealth 
of material that he makes so ¢asily avail- 
able. Thus, as an example, in the margin 
of John 1:23, the following subjects, 
with their relevant references, are found: 
channels of truth, self-abasement, fore- 
runner, spiritual highway, obstacles re- 
moved, fulfillment, Isaiah. 

(5) In the fifth place, at the end of 
the Biblical text itself, is a “Condensed 
Cyclopedia’ of Contrasted Topics and 
Texts,” arranged under major heads, 
with numerous -subdivisions. Thus, under 
the major head, “Future, The,” which 





extends through seven columns of close- 





od manifest in the~ 





a certainty that all previous harmonies - 


division of the harmiony is preceded by a . 


all the truth that the Holy Spirit has 
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Lesson for December 22 


The Sunday School Times 


President and Publisher 
Pui.tie E. Howarp 
Editor and Vice-President 
CuarLes GALLAupET TRUMBULL 





Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers,. in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, .and some 
Central. and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

For Canadian subscriptions add- 2S cents 


‘ for postage to these rates; for foreign sub- 


scriptions add 5@ cents for postage. 


Christian Youth 

Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in advance, 
in. the United States and Possessions, 
Mexico, Cuba, and some Central and 
South American countries. These rates 
include postage. a 

75 cents—One copy, or any number 
less than five, 75 cents each, per year. 

52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to one address, 52 cents each, 
per year. 

The Sunday School Times Company 


323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 








phage Boos one es ayy 7 larga 
to express maintain 
ie: you haos entered upon. Read 


THE FAITH THAT WINS 


By Roy Talmage Brumbaugh, D.D. 
Pastor of Bethany Presbyterian 
(Wanamaker): Church, Philadelphia 


Ten inspirational chapters designed to stimulate the 
faith-life of every believer. An acceptable gift-book 
for many occasions! Well suited for “ broadcast’ 
distribution ! = 
127 pages, strong paper covers, 25 cents; 
library cloth covers, 75 cents. 
THE BIBLE INSTITUTE COLPORTAGE ASS’N 


837 N. Wells Street, Chicago. - 


LIVINGSTONE GAME 
Just the thing for Christmas 
A fascinating game played like parchisi 
Across Africa with Livingstone 
Sixty cents, postpaid ; 
FRIENDSHIP PRESS, 150 Fifth Ave., New York 




















THRILLING STORIES of answered ‘prayer, and 


Heaven-sent help in time 
of great need. By A. Sims. 25c. 


HIDDEN SPRINGS $y-.risrties Sites. "10s: 
These Light Afflictions, and the eternal weight 


of glory. A message of 
great blessing for the tried ones. 25. P.O. Order to 
A. SIMS, 5 Simpson Ave., Toronto 6, Ont.,,Can. 
Dept. S. 





VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON 








and OINTMENT 


World Famous Skin and Hair Beaulifiers 


A Whole Year for $1.00! 
tHE ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday-school teaching worth while! 


“‘] regard the ‘Illustrator’ as being the dest J can 
set. .N. Henshaw. Sample copy free. 








THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 
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ly printed matter, are such subdivisions 
as the second coming of Christ, the last 
judgment, Heaven, joys of the future 
life, and the like. Heaven is again sub- 
divided under seven headings, with cross- 
references to three others (Paradise, 
New Jerusalem, spiritual crowns). To 
this truly great cyclopedic section is an 
exhaustive index of over 7500 subjects. 
This one part of the Chain-Reference 
Bible alone must have cost. months, if 
not years, of hard work, Dr. Thomp- 
son’s extensive treatment of the subjects, 
“Association-Separation,” “The Battle 
of Life,” and “Business” are really bril- 
liant and will. probably not have to be 
done again, at least in this generation. We 
might refer just for a moment, in more 
detail, to the last one of these three. 
“Business” is divided into thirteen sub- 


divisions, as follows:. miscellaneous top- 


ics, business cares, business engagements, 
business virtues (of which he gives six, 
with full references for each: diligence, 
fidelity, honesty, giving of just weights, 
industry, integrity), vices found in busi- 
ness (of which he again names six), 
the credit-system (in which this sugges- 
tive analysis is given: borrowing, lend- 
ing, creditors, debts, pledges,. suretyship, 
usury), contracts, real estate, employers; 
labor troubles, labor unions (where the 
reference is to-Acts 19: 25-28). 

(6) Finally, there are a number of 
special features, following. the Cyclo- 
pedia just spoken of, that are unique, 
suggestive and exceedingly illuminating. 
Four of ‘them aré exceptionally fine: 
“Seven Editions of the Divine Law,” 
“Portraits of John in John,” “The Moral 
Heights and Depths of the Kings of 
Judah,” and “Christ’s Hours Upon the 
Cross.” Each of these occupies a full 
page, and are presented in diagrammatic 
form. Following these is a section of 
sixty columns, well called “Special Bible 


Readings,” . some of which will. be. found | - 


unusua ly helpful, e. g., those on Christ, 
Conqueror of Death,” “Common Delu- 
sions,” and “The- Insanity of Sin.” 
Even a day spent over the. pages of 
this work will accomplish at least three 
things in the heart of a child of God: 
it will. deepen his love for. the Holy 
Scriptures, it will convince him anew of 


the inexhaustible treasures of the: won- | 
derful Word of God, and it will bring 


about a new desire to know more inti- 
mately, yes, a desire really to master the 
Word of Truth. 


we 


A Correction 
N ITS October 12 issue, THE SUNDAY 
ScHoot Times gave the names and 


addresses of two ministers in the Philip- | 


pine Islands who have opportunities to 


make good use of old copies of the 


Times. Since then packages of old copies 
have come to the Trmes office. The 
Publishers will appreciate it if readers 
will not send those copies to the TIMEs 
office, but will send them instead direct 
to the Rev. Stephen L. Smith, Presby- 
terian Mission, Bicol Field, Albay and 
Camarines Stations, Legaspi, Albay, Phil- 
ippine Islands; and to the Rev. Frederick 
Jansen, Culion, Palawan, Philippine 
Islands. 
& 


Wade C. Smith’s. Engagements 


ARGE numbers of Sunpay ScHooLt 
Times readers have learned to look 
eagerly each week for the. Little Jetts 
and “Say, Fellows,—” done by Wade 
C. Smith. Many will be glad of an op- 
portunity to hear Mr. Smith speak, and 
to see him use: the. Little Jetts to illus- 
trate his talks. His engageménts are as 
follows: 
Clearwater, Fla., December 1-12.—Peace Me- 
morial Church. 
Tampa, Fla., January 5-19.—First Presby- 
terian Church, 
Bradenton, Fla., January 22-February 2.— 
First Presbyterian Church, 
Sarasota, Fla., February 5-16—First Pres- 
byterian Church. 
Harrisonburg, Va., February 23-March 2.—- 
First Presbyterian Church. 


Pittsburg, Kan., March 16-30,—First United 
Presbyterian Church. 














SAMUEL W. Braziey 


Music Composer, Edi- 
torand Publisher, 
whose books sell by 


; kno book d 
the millions, — m one devotional helps a the pony prvocrved 
collection. i int toda leaders in the religious 
in print today. world today, 
384 Pages 


323 Well Chosen Hymns 


Super White Paper Substantially Bound in Cloth Boards 
“PRAISE HIM” is the result of research and arduous labor. It is a friend to all departments and the 
Hymne and data are helpful alike to pastor, superintendent, and choir leader. 
fast that. Praise Him’’ is the outstanding hymn book. of the present and is th 
miarket, both from the standpoint of contents and price. 


‘‘Praise  Him'’ is the one book 
that fs essential for you to examine. 
Priced very low at. $65.00 per 100. 
Fill out coupon and mail today for 
a-returnable sample copy. 


SAMUEL W. BEAZLEY & SON, 
$a W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago. 


Announcing 
Another Great Hymn Book 


“PRAISE HIM” 


A BOOK OFTEN PREDICTED 
BUT NEVER BEFORE PRODUCED 
Edited by Samuel W. Beazley and Dr. John Timothy Stone 


Never before Contains the 


have so many 
sich. and appro- strongest and 


iate hymns 
pened brought 





J. Timotny Stone 
(D.D., L.L.D., $.T.D., 


most i i Litt. D.) 
prose Author of many well- 


54 Bible Responses 
15 Orders of Service 





The news is traveling 
e biggest value‘on the 


ee Rede kd ee eS 2 ed 
a SAMUEL W. BEAZLEY & SON, 53 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 
& Please mail me postpaid.a.returnable sample copy of “* Praise 
. - Him" for our Committee to examine, 

wame 


g Name of Superintendent 
@ Name of Choir Director 





If you are interested in a higher priced Hymn Book, we will be glad to mail you for examination, a 


able copy of our $1.00 book, “ Service: Hymnal. 











In ordering goods, or in. making inquiry concerning anything advertised 
in this paper, you will oblige the publishers, as well'as the advertiser, 
by stating that you saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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io © NE of anumber of Testaments _, 
_-¥# and Bibles imported from our 
‘headquarters-in Jerusalem. Has’. 
_. Olive-wood Cover with Crusaders’ 
aA Sane ee aa TaN 3 oh aes 
~.. Many otherinteresting giftsfrom | 
the Holy. Land, such as: Mother of ~ 
—. se a rg and Pendants, Olive- 
. wood Beads, Pottery,Copper Trays 
- and Old Jewdieys in 4 


Write for Price List 
American Colony Stores 
of Jerusalem 






ae (VESTER & COMPANY) 
Price cage 26 E. 55th St., New York . 
O Postpaid _ : ‘ 
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“The Wonderful Names of Our Wonderful Lord “i 





ESUS, 





The Great High Priest 


** Seeing, then, that we have @ great High Priest, that 
ts passed into. the. Heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let 


is Hef 
God. What is Hethere'for? To represent us. 
the blood offering with: Him and presented it in the Holy 
of Holies. 
} tive. We can come with boldness to the throne of grace, 
and will find grace for every need. 
with power. 
us. He took our place on the cross. 
claim against us; 
High Priest holds forth His pierced hands and that is 
enough. Lord Jesus, while Thou art representing us in the 
glory yonder, help us to represent Thee here. 


FRIDAY 
(293) 





us hold fast our profession."’ Hebrews 4: 4. 


the-Son of God, is our great High Priest. Where 
In the glory, at the right hand of the glory of 


He carried 


He has seated Himself. He is our representa- 


He is the Son of God 
Let us hold: fast our confession. He loves 


He settled every 
Satan may condemn us, but our great 


Amen. 








The above is a: facsimile of one of the 365 names and titles of the Lord Jesus Christ (one 
or every day in the year), compiled by T. C. HORTON (Founder of the Bible Institute of Los 


Angeles). 200 es, 
CHRISTMAS dier ° 
FUNDAMENTAL BOOK CENTER, 122 Pacific Avenue, Long Beach, Calif. 


A full line of fundamentally sound Books, Christmas cards, mottoes, etc. Send for Catalogue — 


beautifully. bound in purple and gold, an attractive and appropriate 
Speciaily priced. at d:.00. Order NOW from ath 
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Your Christmas Giving 
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(36th Annual Volume) 


Internationa} Uniform Sunday School 
100,000 earnest workers yearly depend upon it to give the knowledge 
and inspiration required es successful teaching. yh sdb to all grades. 
Postpaid, $2.00 


ie oldest and most complete ag en a ng 
s80ne. 


A DAILY DIGEST OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL 
ray, Se. LESSONS 


By AMOS R. WELLS 
Just what every member of a Bible Class needs — convenient in foria 


(vest pocket size), complete in helpfulness and stimulating to group dis- 
cussion. Cloth 35c. Leather soc 


BIBLE RECREATION BOOKS 


KNOW YOUR BIBLE? GO TILL YOU GUESS 
(35th thousand) By Amos R. Wells 

By Amos R. Wells Applying to Bible facts, ns, 

) 1500 questions and answers etc., the old game of * Eeowing 

: covering the main facts of the light” 400 sections, 1000 Bible 

. Bible. $1.00 postpaid. references. $1.00 postpaid. 





An inspiration foreach day Daily strength foreach day'stasks $1.30 


EVERYDAY RELIGION 
By DR. JOHN TIMOTHY STONE, D D 
From 75 personal experiences Dr Stone gives the kev to happiness, the 


Wilde's Bible Pictures 
W. A. WILDE Saad ia at do eae each 


| se 60 enclosed in 
COMPANY , ae ama lessons for 
Boston, Massachusetts Catatogue upon request 


(iid 
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Sunday School Lesson Helps 


QUARTERLIES 
The Truth Bearer (Monthly) 48 pages. The Senior and Intermediate Class (Quar- 
The Bible Expositor and Illuminator (Quar- terly) 48 paces. 
terly) 160 pages. The Junior Teacher (Quarterly) 48 pages. 


The Adult and Young People Bible Teacher | The Junior Scholar (Quarterly) 32 pages. 
(Quarterly) 


The Young People Bible Class (Quarterly) terly) 16 pages. 
. pig Biron ; Cards and Chart (Quarterly). 
The Home Study (Quarterly) 64 pages. Home Work (Quarterly). 
The Senior and Intermediate Teacher (Quar- | Beginners and Cradle Roll material. 





The above quarterlies and papers contain “ Christian ” and “ Biblical” reading. 
**Catalogue’’ or ‘‘Price List’’ or ‘‘Samples’’ or ‘‘all’’ free on application 


Address UNION GOSPEL PRESS, Box 680, CLEVELAND, OHIO 




















S THE season of the year approaches 


. through our gifts in remembrance of 
God’s “unspeakable gift,” the Lord Jesus 


Christ, Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs readers 
SE LECT:-NOTE S‘1 40 may find suggestive the following chan- 
nels for Christmas giving: 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt. D., LL. D. All-Russian Evangelical Christian Union 

Russia is in certain ways the neediest 
land on earth. The people in general 
and the Church of God in that land are 
greatly suffering and these sufferings are 
turning the people to God. The Word of 
God is finding an eager welcome, and 
is saving souls. There is immediate need 


Union is dedicated to meeting that need 


American-European Fellowship 


American Mission to Lepers, Inc. 


inspiration and blessing of life $1 50 postpaid Arousiag Stepanian 


China Child Welfare, Inc. 
i THE “CHRISTIAN LIFE” SERIES °*.88483582"° Mis tad Mee’ Raigh €. Norisa, Disectorey 


The rimary Teacher (Quarter ) 64 pages. The Business Men’s Council of the 
The Adult Bible Class (Quarterly) 64 pages..| The Primary Scholar, or “* Me Too” (Quar- Pocket Testament League, Inc. 


T. Edward Ross, Treasurer, 710 Wither- 
terly) 64 pages. PAPERS spoon Building, Philadelphia. 
There is a Sunday School Paper for each department. Christian Life Literature Fund 


when we rejoice to make hearts glad 


of new editions of the Scriptures, and this 


with the co-operation of God’s people. 
Pray for Russia and the Union which is 
in a great soul-winning campaign. Ad- 
dress All-Russian Evangelical Christian 
Union, . Room 41r-A, 156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 


supports Gentile and Jewish workers in 
Russia, Italy, Bulgaria, Finland, Poland, 
Czechoslovakia, -Roumania, and seven 
other countries of Europe. The European 
Harvest Field, monthly magazine, mailed 
on request. Gifts may be sent to Amer- 
ican-European Fellowship, 156 Fifth Ave- 
nue, New York: 


representing all Protestant denominations 
in Gospel and relief work among the two 
million lepers of the world. Contribu- 
tions may be sent to Fleming H. Revell, 
Treasurer, 156 Fifth Avenue, New York. 


the little Armenian refugee, who escaped 
the Turkish deportations, and captivity of 
the Arabs, and whose early schooling at 
the American School for Girls in Constan- 
tinople was provided for by readers of The 
Sunday School Times. Arousiag is now in 
America, preparing in Wheaton College, 
Illinois, for missionary service among 
her people, and you may share in the 
further training of “our little Arme- 
nian sister” by sending contributions to 
The Sunday School Times, 323-327 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia, marked, “For 
Arousiag.” 


maintains Christian centers or homes 
where homeless and helpless little ones 
are saved from starvation and are fitted 
for lives of usefulness. China Child Wel- 
fare, Inc., 156 Fifth Avenue, New York, 


who are The Sunday School Times’ evan- 
gelistic representatives in Belgium, con- 
tinues its ever enlarging evangelistic and 
Bible training-school work in that coun- 
try. Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 323- 
327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


is conducting highly fruitful evangelistic 
meetings in industrial plants, and is dis- 
tributing Testaments to thousands of 
workers in the mills of industrial centers. 


has rendered service since 1913, in dis- 
tributing large quantities of helpful 
literature true to the Word, with great 
blessing to many all over the world. 
Letters of spiritual. counsel are written 
to inquirers. The work is dependent upon 






















EXPLAINS . EVOLUTION | 


in fifteen days we sold 3,800 to ministers who had 

previously seen a copy. ** new thought. 
“Alibi, Lullaby, By-By” discusses the outlook 

for a sport-mad, sex-mad, money-mad nation com- 








School. My dol. 






high school pupils who have not yet lost their faith. 





the hopeless cengie of contradictions of eminent 









“« Rastus”’ is the fun maker of the series. It is Began to Nurse Their 
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Let the young people read these booklets during the holidays 


: a The CHRISTIAN LAWYER, who recently wrote that notable series of arti- fe 
PAS TUSAGUST kw cles for The Sunday School Times, says of the Jocko-Homo series of booklets ’ 

‘ (seven in number) —‘‘I wish I could supply the funds for the circulation your 
really splendid books deserve. They are the most scientific hilarity and 
most hilarious science at the expense of evolution that I know.’’ 

“‘Jocko”” must be a most unusual little book, | “ Puddle to Paradise”’ tells some facts that evo- 


for nine church papers refused to advertise it, yet lutionists would rather mot have told to beginners. 
“The Toadstool among the ‘lombs”’ discusses 


Editor T. Q. Martin says, “I wish I were able 


to d t ly of these books t High 

forted by a hush-a-bye church. Just the book for Sc 0. a supp’ Soe nt steep ng ng these Bookets 

A as = " * as yielded me the greatest profit of uny dollar 
The Gee-Haw of the Modern Jehu’ exposes thai have invected tx tweety years.” 


men who would lead the battle in two chariots, SPECIAL OFFER.-—If you are willing to fol- 
headed in opposite directions. 5 low Editor Martin’s suggestion, we will bear half 
“Seven Thunders of Millennial Dawn”’ is an the cost. Send us 10 names and addresses and we 


exposé of Russelism with photographie evidence will send one book to each for $1. Each book 20 
that is unanswerable. cents. If 5 are ordered, we give free, ‘‘ When Snakes 


a dialogue in Negro dialect —a discussion of the Day at the Zoe.” (Each 8 pages.) 
** bungnole philosophy *’ of pseudo-seience. HOMO PUB. CO., ROGERS, OHIO 


oung”’ and “ Cousin’s 


voluntary offerings. Checks should be 
made payable to Christian Life Literature 
Fund, 80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


D. L. Moody Missionary Book Funds 

By means of colportage, booklets, Testa- 
ments, and Scripture portions, the Gos- 
pel of Christ and his saving grace has 
beer. brought to such spiritually neglected 
classes as prisoners, Southern mountain- 
eers, and hospital patients. A half mil- 
lion neglected people have been reached 
during the past fiscal year through sev- 
enteen active Missionary Book Funds, 
and just now there is a special need for 
further assistance to carry the Word of 
God to 3000 mountain schools in isolated 
districts. The Mountain Book Fund is 
completely exhausted. Gifts should be 
sent to The Bib!e Institute Colportage 
Association, 837 North Wells Street, Chi- 
cago, marked for the Mountain or other 
Missionary Book Fund intended. 


Evangelical Theological College, Dallas, Tex., 
provides a standard course for the min- 
istry, which includes thorough training 
for expository preaching in the power. and 
demonstration of the Holy Spirit. Ira T. 
Moore, Treasurer, Dallas, Texas. 


French Southeast Mission : 

M. and Mme. Henri Contesse have fol- 
lowed up their courageous Gospel work of 
years by establishing the first Christian 
evangelical hospital for the care of the 
Protestant sick, in Digne, a Catholic 
stronghold in France. -A_ substantial 
building has now been completed, but 
greatly needs financial help in complet- 
ing its equipment and for the running 
expenses. The Contesses also edit a 
sound evangelical paper, La Bonne 
Revue, and carry on colportage work 
and a Bible Conference. Gifts may be 
sent to the D. M. Stearns Missionary 
Fund, 147 West School Lane, Germantown, 
a. 


The ’ 
the Christian Commercial Travelers’ As- 
sociation of America, promotes fellowship 
among Christian traveling men, and has 
placed thousands of Bibles in hotels all 
over the United States’ and some other 
countries. Headquarters: 1240-1242. Mar- 
quette Bidg., 140 S. Dearborn Street, 
Chicago. 


The Great Commission Prayer League 
founded by Thomas E. Stephens in 1910, 
is a concerted “Agreement” of praying 
people “scattered abroad,” but. united, 
under God, in a prayer-promoting,, re- \ 
vival-seeking, soul-saving movement. 
It distributes prayer bulletins, - revival 
appeals, and Gospel leaflets -without 
charge, looking to God to supply, the 
_necessary funds. Address 88 North La 
Salle Street, Chicago. 


Keswick Colony of Mercy 
for more than thirty-two years an insti- 
tution working for the regeneration and 
transformation of fallen men; a work of 
faith caring for such men without: charge. 
A new fireproof building now in process 
of construction will require about $10,000 
to complete. Keswick Victorious Life 
Conferences, also Rest Home for Chris- 
tians, are conducted on another part of 
the same 6oo-acre property. Address, 
Keswick Grove, N. J. 


Latin-American Prayer Fellowship 

organized by A. B. DeRoos tor evangel- 
izing the unreached in Mexico and Cen- 
tral America. Sixteen native workers, 
and seven foreign men and women from 
New Zealand and America. They plan 
to enter as many as possible of the 
forty-three tribes of Indians in Mexico. 
During the past year the Pioneer Mis- 
sion Agency Sent twenty-five thousand - 
New Testaments, a large number of 
which have already been used. Five dol- 
lars puts twenty-five Testaments into the 
hands of twenty-five people, with the way 
of salvation explained to each; one hun- 
dred dollars puts sdo in the hands of 500 
people. Chécks, drafts, and money orders 
should be made payable to the Latin- 
American Prayer. Fellowship, and- for- 
warded to C. C. Lyon, 1231 Fourth Street, 
San Diego, Caiifornia. 


The Million Testaments Campaign 

for Latin America 
Great b'essing has attended this move- 
ment to give the Word of God to the 
100,000,000 people of Latin America that 
have been without it for the past 300 
years. Thus far finds are in hands for 
the first half million books, but the need 
is so great and appalling that it is hoped 
the second half million will speedily be 
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supplied. The Testaments are attrac- 
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LEAVE A LITTLE FOR 
THE JEWS 


“Jewish Mission Bonds” is the title of a 
booklet we would like you to read. Itis yours 
for the asking. Just say ‘Send me your book- 
let, ‘Jewish Mission Bonds.’”’ 4 

No obligations, and no further solicitation— 
not a word. © only want to get our story 
to you; then we'll leave it between you and 
the Lord as ‘to whether His covenant people 
should have a share in your Annuity gifts. 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS TO 
THE JEWS, Inc. 
27 Throop Ave. Brooklyn, N. Y. 




















AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers, Literature on request. 


Pray for This Work of Faith 
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“ THE CHARACTER BUILDERS’ CLUB” 


has been commended by editors and ministers; rec- 
ommended for class study ; and Mother Ruth says 
of it; “ I have enjoyed its good th ughts, and feel it 
will be a help to all who read it. I hope it may reach 
the greatest number possible ; that it might help to 

uide the youth of this day, and: elp them to better 
iving, and higher purposes.’’ Parents, will you place 
it in their hands? The book is nicely clothbound, 
With it, in artistic paper-binding, “‘ A Dream of 
Heaven,” “‘In His Steps,’’ and “ Robert Hardy’s 
Seven Days.’’ All for $1.00+from 


The Brethrens’ Publishing House, Elgin, Ill. 


Unto Us---A Son Is 
Born 


Marvelous gift of the Love of God. 

Wonderful privilege of divine grace. 

Forgiveness .....Salvation.....Life, 
abundant and eternal. 

Personally given..... Individually re- 
ceived. 


Ged So Loved the World 
That He Gave His Son 


Our benefits from this glorious. gift grow in 
proportion as we share it with others. Love 
pives, yet in giving loses nothing and gains all! 

Having received God’s Gift—Christ Jesus— 
and been saved thereby, let us earnestly labor 
to tell earth’s millions of Him who is mighty 
to save and strong to deliver. f 

The Christian and Missionary Alliance is 
actively laboring among 65 million ar agg in 
twenty mission fields throughout the earth. 

Over 40’ languages are used to proclaim the 
Gospel in these lands, where more than 400 
foreign and 1,100 native missionaries are daily 
preaching Christ Jesus and Him crucified. 

Thousands are being saved from sin, and a 
spiritual church is being builded in each field. 
. Yet in these Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance fields alone, 50 or more additional language 
groups. have never heard the Good News of 
God’s Gift. 


Pray Ye Therefore 
For Spirit-filled laborers 
For consecrated gold 
For Heaven-sent Revival 


The Christian and Missionary Alliance 
260 West 44th Street, New York, N. Y. 


When answering advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tively printed and bound, and the mis- 
sionaries and pastors are delighted with 
this new aid’in leading souls from dark- 
ness into light. Address, The Million 
Testaments Campaign, 1505 Race -Street, 
Philadelphia. 


Mino Mission, Japan 

begun about eleven years ago by Miss 
Sadie Lea Weidner, who for twenty-eight 
years has been a missionary in Japan. 
The Mission is situated in Ogaki, a city of 
over 30,000 population, which in 1918 whén 
Miss Weidner entered it had not a sin- 
gle missionary. It carries on a Sunday- 
school, kindergarten, Bible and English 
classes, and Gospel meetings, as well as 
the distribution of Gospels and tracts. 
€orrespondence may be addressed to Miss 
S. L. Weidner, Superintendent, Ogaki, 
Gifu Ken, Japan; and gifts may be sent 
in care of Mr. H. E, Smith, Box 181, 
Wheelersburg, Ohio. 


Missionary Subscription Fund 

supplies missionaries and Christian 
workers in both foreign and home fields 
with free subscriptions to The Sunday 
School Times. It is kept up by voluntary 
contributions from readers and friends of 
The Sunday School Times. Two dollars 
a year sends one copy to a foreign mis- 
sionary, and $1.50 a year to a home mis- 
sionary within the bounds of the United 
States and its territories. Contributions 
should be designated “Missionary Sub- 
scription Fund” and should be sent to 
The Sunday School Times Company, 323- 
327 N.- Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


Nation-Wide Gospel Broadcast 

under the leadership of the Rev. Donald 
Grey Barnhouse, pastor of the Tenth 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, pro- 
vides the first and so far the only broad- 
cast of a distinctly Gospel message that is 
sent out over the whole country. As these 
Sunday afternoon Vesper services go out 
over the Columbia chain of stations, the 
weekly costs are tremendous, but they 
have been undertaken in faith that God’s 
stewards will support this much-needed 
fundamental and evangelical testimony. 
Gifts may be sent to the “Radio Fund,” 
P..O. Box 2000, Philadelphia. 


Near East Relief 

is striving to fulfill obligations to 20,043 
remaining children, to conserve its as- 
sets and meet needs constantly occurring. 
Fourteen years of campaigning terminated 
with half a million shortage. Checks 
may be sent to 151 Fifth Avenue, New 
York City. 


The Pioneer Mission Agency 

has been used, under God, in a remark- 
able way to survey the missionary needs 
of the long-neglected Indian tribes of 
Mexico, Central America, and South 
America, and in stimulating Christians 
on both sides of the Atlantic to occupy 
hitherto untouched fields. Gifts will be 
used to maintain the work of further 
exploration and co-operation with exist- 
ing mission boards, and in the publication 
and circulating of reports of the work. 
Address, 80-83 Stafford Building, 1114 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 


Scripture Gift Mission (American) 

is’ in cordial co-operation with the Brit- 
ish Headquarters, but is financially in- 
dependent and separate. The American 
field covers the United States, Spanish 
and English West Indies, Mexico and 
Central America, the Philippines and 
Alaska. Missionaries and volunteer dis- 
tributors receive free grants, as funds 
permit, of unusually attractive Testa- 
ments, Gospels, and Scripture portions. 
William H. Richie, Acting Secretary, 119 
South Fourth Street, Philadelphia. 


Southeastern Europe Bible School 

to provide Christian young men with 
systematic Biblical and evangelical in- 
struction in a three year course; interde- 
nominational, Fundamentalist, Graduates 
go as evangelists, pastors, and teachers 
into Austria-Hungary, Jugoslavia, Rou- 
mania, Bulgaria, and Macedonia. Ameri- 
can address: William Albert Harbison, 
Secretary, 1625 Graybar Building, New 
York City. 


The Victorious Life Testimony 
at whose conferences the message of “The 
Life that is Christ” is preached has been 
equipping and making ready Keswick, 
New Jersey, as a conference center and 
as a rest home for returned missionaries 
and other Christian workers. Gifts will 
be applied to the ‘support of the current 
conference work of the Testimony, for 
further equipment for. Keswick, and to 
the stimulating of prayer groups in com- 
munities, churches, and colleges, and for 
the necessary clerical assistance for 
these activities. Address, 80-83 Stafford 
Building,“ 1114 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 





(Continued in next column) 


Wheaton College 

—a standard American coeducational 
coliege where the fundamentals of the 
faith are honored, and strong collegiate 
standards maintained. A Forward Move- 
ment Campaign for $1,000,000 is now in 
progress, to close December 20, 1929. J. 
ped Buswell, B.D., President, Wheaton, 
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| Letters from Readers 








To the Editor: On October 20, as I en- 
tered the main room of our Sunday-school, 
prior to the service, I noticed our pastor 
greeting some visitors, two ladies and three 
men. I was promptly introduced and, to 
my surprise and delight, I found that one 
of the ladies was Miss Short, secretary to 
the Presidént of The Sunday School Times 
Company in Philadelphia. She and the 
relatives with her had come to spend the 
week-end in Washington and had decided 
to visit our Sunday-school. This was a 
great compliment to us, and we treated all 
these folks as cordially ‘as possible, — glad 
to have them with us. Near the end of 
the service, Miss Short cheerfully came to 
the platform at our request and brought us 
an inspiring greeting from THE SuNpay 
ScHoot Times and a word of encourage- 
ment for our work. It was a genuine thrill 
to have a member of the Times staff with 
us for our entire session’ and to have her 
address the four hundred persons in the 
main room of the school. Her coming was 
a real benediction and blessing to us all. 
And, then, to think that I nearly missed 
the greatest joy of that Sunday! A severe 
cold. made it almost impossible for me to 
speak and I was about to remain at home 
that: day. But, somehow, I felt that I 
ought to go to Sunday-school, and I went, 
in spite of the cold. How disappointed I 
would have been if I had stayed at home 


Tue Sunpay ScHuoot Times! It pays 
never to miss. * 

A month before we had another distin- 
guished visitor very unexpectedly. From 
my position on the platform, conducting the 
opening exercises of the Sunday-school, I 
noticed a fine looking gentleman and lady 
enter the room and take seats near the 


and then sent word to me that the kind 
visitors were Mr. and Mrs. Dougherty, of 
Brooklyn, N. Y¥Y. Mr. Dougherty, it was 
explained, is superintendent of the large 
Bedford Presbyterian Sunday School in 
Brooklyn. He and his wife were motoring 
to Richmond and stopped in Washington 
over Sunday. They -had read an article 
in THE Sunpay ScHoot TiMEs concerning 
our work, and had determined to visit the 
school in order to study methods and equip- 
ment. It was a very exceptional pleasure 
to welcome Mr. Dougherty to the platform. 
He not only gave us a stirring address along 
the lines of Christian service but later led 
the large audience in a most impressive 
prayer. The presence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dougherty with us that Sunday was a rich 
blessing, which will abide for a long time. 
It was a rare joy to welcome them among 
us and, though of a different denomination, 
I never recéived a letter with a truer tone 
of Christian fellowship than the wonderful 
letter that Mr. Dougherty kindly wrote me 
after his return to Hroektva. Blest be the 
tie that binds our hearts in Christian love! 
Again I say: it pays never to miss Sunday- 
school.—Signed, Paul Froehlich, - superin- 
tendent of the Keller Memorial Lutheran 
Sunday School, Washington. 
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A SURE INCOME 


for Your Older Days and 
You Aid a Great Work, too 


4 hws coupon below will bring you an 
interesting booklet about the Bible 
Annuity Bonds of the New York Bible 
Society. You can read at your leisure how 
these bonds pay you as high as 9% with 
ABSOLUTE SAFETY. You will find 
out how you can assure yourself a 
dependable income for /ife, and also 
aid the great Christian work of dis- 
tributing the Bible. Sending for Booklet 
places you under no obligation, Mail 
the coupon for 
your copy now. 


Send for This ASS 
FREE Booklet | ¥@ 








He 








NEW YORK 7 ae 
BIBLE SOCIETY | tmestiAt 
| Dept. 82 rien 
| 5 East 48th Street, ten, rs 4 


New York City 


Without obligation to me, kindly send me a copy of 
your free booklet ‘A ‘Truly Christian Investment.” 
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ERRY 
CTURES 


ONE CENT SIZE 
$x314. For 50 or more, 
TWO CENT SIZE 
514x8. For 25 or more, 
Send 50 cents for 25 on 
The Life of Christ or 25 


Children, 54 x8. Or 50 
for Children, 3 x 3%. 













L=t your children make companions of 

world’s most beautiful pictures, Cul- 
ture, happiness and beauty will be added 
to their lives, 











Use them In the Sunday School 
Send 15 cents for Catalogue of 1600 ‘titustrations 


She PerrPictures BoxS67 Malden, Mass 


A Book Often Predicted but 
Never Before Produced. See 
! page 721. 

















the convention, visits t6 7 


Returning to Eastern cities 


FIRST CLASS 


10 Hanover Square, New York 





Chicago St. Louis 


An All Inclusive Cruise-Tour to the 


WORLD’S FUNDAMENTALS CONVENTION 
Los Angeles June 8 to 16, 1930— Sailing from New York May 3 
on the S.S. ECUADOR of the Panama Mail S. S. Line 


Thos. Cook and Son have pr ed t fitting iti ; 
It inchides in addition to’ a full. aay to Los on agg a 


Columbia, Panama Canal, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Guatemala, 


Mexico; San Francisco, Yosemite Valley, 
Grand Canyon, Colorado Springs, Denver and Chicago. 


For full information and rates, apply to 


PANAMA MAIL S.S.CO. THOS. COOK & SON 


Aleo offices of Thos. Cook & Son at Philadelphia Boston Baltimore Washington 


eles for 
Latin American countries — 


Mariposa Grove, 


une 23. 


THROUGHOUT 


585 Fifth Avenue, New York 


Toronto Mon 
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The Voyage Supreme 
Including 


$650 “Vic: 


The Trip to the Holy Land You Have 
Always Dreamed of May Now be Yours 


N ORDINARY trip to the Holy Land is an inspiration to 
any Christian man or woman. ere is no other experience 
that quite equals that of visiting the lands where He once lived. But 
just imagine how much greater would be the inspiration if you could 
visit that land in the company of Bible scholars and archaeologists 
who have dedicated their lives to the work. 
That is exactly what may be yours through the Travel Institute 
of Bible Research. 
Parties are now organized to sail from New York every few 
weeks through 1930. - e scheduled sailing dates are as follows: 


1930 SAILINGS 


TRIP No.17 . s . SS. ALESIA 
March 26th to June 10th 
First Class 


TRIP No. 18 . - SS. PROVIDENCE 
April 14th to July 18th 
First and Intermediate Class 


TRIP No. 19 eae S.S. PATRIA 


First and Intermediate Class 


TRIP No. 20. - » SS. ALESIA 
June 19th to September 4th 


First Cless ; 
TRIP No. 21 . « SS. PROVIDENCE 
July 2nd to September 4th 


First and Intermediate Class 


TRIP No. 22... ‘ . SS. SINAIA 
July 26th to October 13th 
First Class 


Because the Travel Institute is a non-profit organization the cost 
has been reduced to an absolute minimum. Ninety-five percent pay 
only six hundred fifty dollars ($650.00) for the entire trip, including 
visas on passports. 

This includes shore excursions in many ports and eighteen to 
twenty-five days with Bible scholars in Syria, Palestine and Egypt. 
Throughout the entire trip we have no travel cares and enjoy all the 
comforts of palatial ships and great metropolitan hotels. In the 
Holy Land we travel in our own American motor cars. 


Surely have had a longing to take a trip such 
Send the Coupon as this for years. Now 2 within catisen. Tg It 


you feel that you want to take this trip some day, send the coupon for our interest- 
ing and illustrated booklet, which is free. Do it NOW. 











May 6th to July 18th 








TRAVEL INSTITUTE OF BIBLE RESEARCH, Dept. 31 
Bible House, New York 
Please send me full information regarding the tours of The Travel 


Institute of Bible Research to Northern Africa, Southern Europe, 
and the Holy Land, 


PEE a 0S ches oentek atik kncel wetand eRe oueh eaaen sou 
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For Family Worship ) 


By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee, 


Will You Be Keeping ‘‘Watch, Night’? 


N VIEW of serious world conditions 

The Great Commission Prayer League 
(808 North LaSalle Street, Chicago) 
urges “that Christians everywhere gather 
in their churches or homes, and spend the 
closing hours of the old year in earnest 
supplication, with humility and confession, 
together with praise and thanksgiving, and 
confident expectation in our faithful Cre- 
ator and Redeemer. ‘The Lord is nigh 
unto them that are of a broken heart’; 
‘The Lord is nigh unto all them that 
call upon him’ (Psa. 34:18; 145: 18). 
We would earnestly make these sugges- 
tions: 


“r. A three-day Prayer Conference, be- 
ginning Sunday morning, December 20, 
with a Bible message on ‘How to Pray,’ 
continuing Sunday and Monday evenings, 
and throughout the entire day Tuesday, 
with sessions at 10 A. M., 2.30 P. M., 
and 7.30 P. M., on until midnight. Or, 

“2. An all-day meeting for prayer on 
Tuesday, December 31, as above indicated. 

tT, 

“3. A Watch Night service during the 
last four or five hours of the old year. 
The time might be divided into three 
periods, viz.: from 7.30 to 9, prayer for 
the Jews, the peace of Jerusalem, and 
Jewish’ evangelization; 9 to 10.30, prayer 
for all men, all nations, and the world- 
wide preaching of the Gospel; 10.30 to 
12, prayer for all true Christians, and 
for a mighty revival in the entire Body 
of Christ in preparation for the coming 
of Christ, the Head. Different leaders 
might be provided for each period to 
direct the thought and quote appropriate 
promises to stimulate faith, but the time 
should be spent mainly in praise, testi- 
mony, and prayer, opportunity being 
given for special requests.” 


December 16 to 22 
Mon.—Luke 2 : 8-20. The Birth of Jesus. 


Not “a sign” but “the sign” unto the 
lowly watching shepherds was to be the 


|| “swaddling clothes” (v. 12), in which 


the beautiful mother, helpless, no douht, 
herself had to bandage the precious hu- 
man bundle (cf. Ezek. 16:4 with v. 7). 
The sign was the contrast between the 
flooding Shekinah glory and the lowli- 
ness of His manger-cradle. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Jewish 
boys (and girls) in their own schools 
and in the schools and colleges of Chris- 
tendom, that they may understand the 
real meaning of the incarnation; pray for 
Gentiles in our colieges that they be not 
misled about the virgin birth. 


Tues.—Matthew 18 : 1-10. 
The Child in the Kingdom. 


Ecclesiastical jealousy is still rampant. 
Those disputing for precedence in the 
kingdom may not really be in it (v. 3). 
As the beautiful, abashed child shrank 
from its sudden prominence, so we need 
sincere, self-effacing humility (v. 4). 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
casting out by the Holy Spirit of the 
spirit of jealousy on the part of .so many 
ecclesiastical leaders, and for a spirit of 
harmony in all Christian groups. 

Wed.—1 Samuel 3: 10-19. 
The Child in the Church. 


A beautiful sight at a Victorious Life 
Conference at America’s Keswick last 
summer. was that of two wee lasses, Ruth 
and Lois Raws, the older about ten 
years of age, standing in line with more 
than fifty grown boys and girls, all vol- 
unteers for the foreign field. Wherever 
there are parents like Hannah and EI- 
kanah, we find God using the child in the 
Church. 





PRAYER SuGcESsTIONS: Pray that Chris- 
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tian parents may be led to offer and then 
to train their children for the missionary 
field from their earliest childhood. 


Thurs.—Acts 7 : 20-34. 
Formative Influences in Childhood. 


Careful and complete Christian home 
training is usually the mightiest factor 
to enable God, by his later leadings and 
discipline, to get the use of a man or 
woman for himself (Eph. 2:10). It is 
an awful sin to leave all Bible training 
to the’ Sunday-school, with its brief fifty- 
two half hours a year. 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for new 
vision on the part of Christian parents 
as to their duty in child training in the 
home. 


Fri.—Genesis. 22 : 1-13. Father and Son. 


The obedience of Isaac in carrying the: 
wood up.Mt. Moriah’s slopes is typical 
of the perfect obedience unto death of 
God’s Son who carried up Calvary the 
tree on which he bore our sins. It is 
this obedience that stretches life out like 
elastic into longevity and beautiful 
serenity (Exod. 20: 12).- It is rare now- 
adays (2 Tim. 3:2). Is “Father and 
Son,” by Philip E. Howard, in your 
library? It ought to be. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for disobe- 
dient children and their unsympathetic 
parents in all Christian homes. 


Sat—Acts 22: 1-10. ; 
The Religious Education of a Child. 


“God’s purposes are very deep. . 
Paul would never have been the man 
he became .. . if he had not in the years 
preceding his conversion gone through. a 
course of preparedness. designed to fit 
him for his subsequent career. .-. . His 
own intentions for his career were differ- 
ent from God’s; but there is a divinity 
that shapes our ends, and it was making 
him a polished shaft for God’s quiver, 
though he knew it not.”—Stalker’s “Life 
of Paul.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
reading of youthful “book worms” may 
be so guided by God as to be water on 
their wheels when they come to grind 
grist for God after they grow up. Pray 
that God may take thousands of boys and 
girls taking piano and cornet and trom- 
bone lessons for future song leaders or 
hymn writers, or Christian orchestra 
players, whether or not they are in Chris- 
tian homes; that the talents of millions 
of children may be so trained as to be 
useful when eventually captured for God. 
Sun.—Isaiah 11 : 1-9. 

The World Made Safe for Childhood. 


This safety is surely a crying need. 
The Van Loons in literature, the subtle 
lure of the cinema, the squabble for pos- 
session of the children between divorcing 
parents, the mother’s indifference who 
doesn’t care where the daughter has been 
who -comes home after midnight, the 
huge increase of the Modernistic graded 
lessons in the Sunday-schools, the ration- 
alism in the schools. The world will be 
increasingly lashed by the fury of pres- 
ent-day “crime waves” till he who. was 
the Christ. Child of Bethlehem comes 
back. to earth to rescue his little ones. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for a great 
widespread revival, for one thing to tear 
loose the relentless, cruel grip of Satan 
upon twentieth century childhood. 


Pipe Organ For Sale 


BARGAIN IF BOUGHT BEFORE DECEMBER 15th 
(Good condition) 
Communicate with Office Third Presbyterian 
Church, 434 East Broad Street, Chester, Pa. 


Come, See, and Hear! 


Christmas Bibles 


Wide assortment of Bibles, Testaments, and Por- 
tions. Send for Special Christmas Price List. 


NEW YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 
5 East 48th Street, Dept. 82, New York, N. Y. 


A Book Often Predicted but 
Never Before Produced. 
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